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These Considerations 


L T'S EITHER our Tenth birthday or our Third. Considerations' first 
public appearance, obviously inspired by the earlier triple Jupiter- 
Uranus conjunction in Sagittarius, was at 23:26 EST on Thursday the 
8th of December, 1983 (40N40, 73W58). That's when the first issue was 
mailed to our charter subscribers. 

All bodies were below the surface, within the Moon-Mars trine. Uranus at 
the IC sextiled both the Moon and Mars; the Moon's next aspect was to square 
Saturn, and Mercury squared Mars. The Sun-180-Node duplicated, though in 
reverse degrees, the editor's natal Sun-Node aspect. Obviously no election. 

After five years of being battered by Saturn and Mars, we took a two-year 
break. Our reappearance at 13:48 EST on Friday 18th January 1991 (similarly 
defined) coincided with an exact Sun-Node conjunction, and a repeat of the 
1983 Fortuna. Again, not an easy chart. 


O YOU calculate Fortuna the way we've done here, differently at night 

from during the day? Do you recognize that Saturn is inherently stronger 
in a diurnal chart than at night? These and many other ways of interpreting the 
natal horoscope, clearly defined in the older astrological texts, have become 
forgotten or distorted over the years. It's only by studying the original writings 
of Astrology's founding fathers that we can begin to appreciate the many 
changes that, over the centuries, have occurred to astrology's basic rules. 

Very few English translations of the early texts are available; nearly all 
there are came from academics unsympathetic, often contemptuous about as- 
trology. But now ARHAT, the Association for the Retrieval of Historic Astro- 
logical Texts, in association with the Golden Hind Press, is remedying the sit- 
uation. Led by three R?“ (general editor Hand, Greek translator and publisher 
Schmidt, and Latin translator Zoller) their Project Hindsight aims to translate 
all the surviving astrological literature from ancient times through the Renais- 
sance. The first, Introduction to Astrology by Paulus Alexandrinus, came out in 
July. It's fascinating. Thereafter, starting in August 1993, two books, one from 
the Greek and one from Medieval Latin, are scheduled to be published each 
month, The cost of each book is minimal, $15. All Considerations’ readers 
should subscribe to this very important project. For details write to: 

R® Hand, ARHAT, 217 Rock Harbor Road, Orleans, MA 02653. 
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FIRST met John in May 

Ll 1944. I had seen and noticed 

him on a few occasions over 
two or three months before then but 
not known who he was. I remember 
he came twice into the university can- 
teen with some other people, though I 
didn't know if he was a student or 
not. He looked unusual and very self- 
absorbed, sitting slightly withdrawn 
from the friends he was with. I had 
vaguely wondered who he was. 

My career as a medical student 
came to an abrupt end over that peri- 
od. Progressed Mercury was oppos- 
ing natal Uranus and regressed Mer- 
cury was opposite natal Mars, so 
things moved unbelievably quickly to 
reduce my life to a shambles. At the 
end of March I failed a term test in 
anatomy. I went to see a psychologist 
who advised me to leave home, 
which I did. My parents had an inter- 
view with the dean of the medical 
faculty who then terminated my regis- 
tration as a student. At once I re- 
ceived army call-up papers to which I 
responded by registering as a consci- 
entious objector. Some three weeks 
later I had to appear before the objec- 
tors’ tribunal, which threw out my 
application for registration. Up 
until this time I had stayed on 
at the university as an A.R.P. 

(Air Raid Protection) Fire 
Watcher, but now I was told I 
was no longer allowed on uni- 
versity premises. I went to live 
in a house where a number of 
jobless objectors and drop-outs 
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were staying. Obviously I was head- 
ing for prison, as most of them also 
were. John was also staying there. It 
was an appropriate time to meet my 
doppelganger. 


E WERE ALIKE outwardly, 
circumstantially and inwardly 
to what can only be described as an 
incredible degree. No wonder people 
often mistook us for each other. As 
far as outward appearances went we 
both stood six foot two inches tall, 
wore brown cord trousers and open- 
neck shirt, and had long brown hair 
down to our shoulders. At that time 
long hair was not common as it is 
now. In wartime Britain military- 
style short back-and-sides was ex- 
pected of all males, non-combatants 
included, and not to conform to that 
marked one out immediately as a 
subversive of some kind. And as 
“conscies" of course that is just what 
we were. But our similarity went far 
beyond mere externals. To my 
amazement I found that he too had 
been a medical student, though not at 
the University of Birmingham medi- 
cal school as I had. He was at a Sur- 
geons' Hall training college of which 
I had not previously heard, 
though it was also in Bir- 
mingham. However, he had 
opted out of medicine only a 
few months before I had been 
removed from the roll. 
He told me he had become 
aware of me when he visited 
the university refectory and saw 
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Prier 
02:05:19 GMT, 20th August 1924 
Birmingham: 52N28 1W54 


John 
02:00 GMT, 18th August 1924 
Birmingham: 52N28 1W54 


me there, and had inquired who I 
was. When he heard that I had left 
and become a conscientious objector 
he was even more interested. Since I 
had also been intrigued about him I 
was curious to know what he had 
found out or tried to find out about 
me. "I liked your record," he said. 
That was all for the time being, but I 
had an amused sense of having un- 
knowingly passed some sort of pre- 
liminary investigative test for admis- 
sion to friendship or some sort of fra- 
ternal relationship. 

There were differences, however, 
and I find these extraordinarily inter- 
esting since I feel they perfectly re- 
flect our different Moon signs and 
Moon aspects, the only respects in 
which our charts are materially dis- 
tinct. 

John was no introvert and had no 
inhibitions about asking life and other 
people for what he wanted -- and 
expecting to get it. The only limita- 
tions were external, practical ones 
which he would set about overcom- 
ing, regarding it as his obvious right 
to circumvent them. A perfect exam- 
ple of this is provided by our respec- 
tive positions as conscientious objec- 
tors. I had registered as an objector 
and appeared before a tribunal. Since 
it had turned me down I was awaiting 
an appeal, though I had few illusions 
about what that decision too would 
be. I made no attempt to opt out of 
the system altogether and avoid the 
steamroller. Naturally not -- I had 
Saturn opposing the Moon, the ruler 
of my chart. Not so John. After one 
tribunal appearance he'd had enough. 
Since he did nothing further he re- 
ceived call-up papers and an actual 
direction to his unit, somewhere in 
the North of England. But the he 
"went on the run" -- a technical term 
at the time for someone who had not 
given officialdom an address to which 


papers and orders could be sent. The 
house where we were staying was 
fairly well known to the authorities 
and was periodically visited by police 
looking for people in his position. He 
therefore didn't intend to stay there 
very long. In fact he had just returned 
from a hitch-hiking trip to Edinburgh 
where he and another objector, also 
on the run, had managed to secure a 
lease on an artist's studio over a ga- 
rage in a mews. The idea was to re- 
turn there with one or two congenial 
people who might be able to work 
and help pay the rent. John himself 
couldn't take a regular job as that re- 

quired papers which would 
identify him to the people 
he didn't want to be identi- 
fied to. The lease was made 
out to John Turner and 
Henri de Gaspard, the latter 
being my twin's nom de 
plume. 

Neither he nor ‘John 
Turner’ had ration cards 
either, which made food also some- 
thing of a problem. However, ‘John 
Turner’ had managed to get himself a 
temporary job as a waiter in a 
bar/restaurant, which helped. This 
idea had been my twin's. He was 
always full of ideas, and never the 
slightest bit hesitant to act on them 
immediately or to motivate others to 
do so. Indeed he unquestionably felt 
that life generally, and whatever in- 
dividuals happened to be personally 
present wherever he happened to be 
at a particular time, owed him a liv- 
ing. And, generally speaking, he was 
lucky. The Moon in Aries in the Ix" 
squaring Venus/Pluto in the XII" (a 
little weakly) but trine to Jupiter in 
the V" says it all. He really enjoyed 
stringing other people along and had 
the perfect con-man's ability to make 
a wonderful impression. More of this 
later. Notice his Part of Fortune con- 
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joining Mars in the VIII"", too. Other 
people were essential to John for his 
fulfillment in life, but what he wanted 
and needed through them he was go- 
ing to have. In my own case a Part of 
Fortune conjoining the Midheaven 
but in close quincunx to Saturn shows 
more concern with what people 
would think of my status, plus a 
sense of a need to justify it. 


ITH CHARTS so similar our 

transit aspects tended to be 
almost identical, apart of course from 
those to the Moon. I shall speak of 
one important Moon contact in John's 
case in a moment. By and 
large, however, the much 
more slow moving Second- 
ary Progressions distin- 
guished us much better. 
The similar transits had no 
doubt resulted in our find- 
ing ourselves in an almost 
identical situation at the 
same time, but inwardly we 
were reacting to it differently; be- 
cause we were different. 

In my own case progressed Mars 
opposed the Sun in January 1943 and 
progressed Venus squared progressed 
Saturn in November of the same 
year. Stresses in my home and in 
connection with the career for which 
I was being trained were becoming 
unbearable. 

I have observed that Secondary 
Aspects tend to indicate extended 
background influences or tendencies 
in a life. The date of exactness is of- 
ten no more that the central point of 
the influence, which will always ex- 
tend for six months before and after it 
-- and sometimes up to a year, espe- 
cially in the case of the Sun. Specific 
events do sometimes occur on or near 
exactness dates, but events per se are 
not really the true descriptors of a 
life. Long lasting feelings and ten- 
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Prier's Secondaries 


1943 


1944 


1945 


1946 


1947 


1948 


1949 


1950 


Jan 
Feb 
Nov 


Mar 
Jun 

Aug 
Nov 


Feb 
Mar 
Aug 
Oct 


Feb 
Mar 
Apr 
Jun 


Jan 
Feb 
May 


Feb 
May 
Sep 


Jan 
Feb 
Mar 
May 
Jul 


Aug 
Oct 
Dec 


Mar 
Jun 
Jul 
Dec 


MAp-180-SOn, ASCp-45-MEn, LUp enters Capricorn. 


ASCr-45-SOn Aug SOr-45-MEn 
VEp-90-SAp 
MEr-180-MAn Apr MEr-120-LUn 


MEp-30-NPp, VEp enters Leo, VEp-120-PFn 
SOp-135-LUn 


LUp enters VII" Dec — ASCr-150-JPn 
MEp-180-URn 

MEp-30-NPn, LUp enters Aquarius 

ASCp-120-JPn Sep VEp-90-LUn 
VEp-150-MAn Dec MEp-180-URp 
SOr-135-URp 

MCp-120-NPn, MCp-30-URn 

SOp || URp May MEr-45-VEn & PLn 
MEr-60-SAn Oct MEr-150-MCn 


LUr enters Gemini 
SOp-0-MEp, LUp-180-SOn 
LUp enters Pisces Jul MEp-45-VEp 


SOp-180-URp, ASCr-45-NNn 
MCp-120-NNn Jul — ASCp-135-MCn 
MAr || NPp Nov LUp-180-SOp 


SOp-30-NPn, VEp-135-URp 

SOp-180-URn, MEr-30-MEn 

MCp-150-MEn Apr = MCr-0-MAn 
MCr-60-LUn, SAp enters Scorpio 

MEp-135-LUn, SAp-150-PFn, ASCp-30-VEn & PLn, 
LUr enters Taurus 


MEr-0-NNn Sep  VEr-120-MAn 

LUp enters Aries Nov LUr-90-SOn 
SOp-30-NPp, VEp-135-URn, MEr || NPp 

SOp || MEp 

MCr enters Aquarius, MCr-30-PFn 

MEr-150-URp Sep MEp-45-SAp, JPr-JPn 
VEr-60-LUn 


SO = Sun, LU = Moon, ME = Mercury, VE = Venus, MA = Mars, JP = Jupiter, 
SA = Saturn, UR = Uranus, NP = Neptune, PL = Pluto, NN = North Node, PF = Fortuna, 


n = natal, p = progressed, r = regressed. 


dencies which give rise to them are 
much more important. 

In 1944 regressed Mercury op- 
posed Mars in March (the month in 
which I left the medical school and 
home) and trined the Moon in April, 
well describing the emotional and 
psychological release I felt as the re- 
sult of that action. 

In the following year progressed 
Mercury opposed natal Uranus in 
February and progressed Uranus in 
December, while progressed Venus 
squared the Moon in September. 

I shall consider the exact signifi- 
cance of these contacts in more detail 
below. For the moment it is 
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he said in effect, “that's her 
business." 

I never ever heard him mention his 
father. Whereas my father stood 
squarely and implacably across my 
path at the time, contacting the au- 
thorities and doing all he could to 
have premises barred to me and to 
impel me with a yard broom into the 
army, if John ever had a real conflict 
with his (and presumably he must 
have done, with Saturn also on the 
IV" cusp), he seems to have swept it 
aside himself by the time we met. 
Similarly the decision to relinquish 
medical studies seems to have been 


enough to say that they 
show clearly that family 
tension, psychological ten- 
sion, and external pressure 
from the wartime environ- 
ment were all operating in 
my life at full, concentrated 
strength during all these 
three years. 

John's case was subtly 
different. To begin with, it 


more or less entirely his 
own initiative. Perhaps he 
too failed an examination; 
if so he never mentioned 
the fact. But then naturally 
John wouldn't. My parental 
conflict has persisted emo- 
tionally and mentally 
throughout my life; John 
was already emancipated 
from his by age nineteen. 
How nice not to have Sat- 


was less concentratedly stressful in a 
psychological sense. He too experi- 
enced the opposition of regressed 
Mercury to Mars and the opposition 
of progressed Mercury to Uranus, 
but the Mars contact had occurred 
back in 1941 while that to Uranus 
was not due till 1947. Only the 
square of progressed Venus to pro- 
gressed Saturn occurred identically in 
both our charts in November 1943. 
His family crisis was more drawn out 
and he was always more assertive in 
it than I had been. I once met his 
mother, who struck me as having 
almost exactly the same possessive 
concern for his whereabouts and wel- 
fare that my own mother had for 
mine, but his attitude to her was quite 
nonchalant. 

"If that's the way she wants to be," 


urn opposing the Moon! 

Probably, separating from his 
mother was the final link in the par- 
ental chain that John had to break, 
and he may well have done it at the 
end of 1943 or early in 1944. Cer- 
tainly fear of upsetting my mother 
was a strong influence holding me 
back from the final step of leaving 
home. I think this was shown by the 
square of progressed Venus to pro- 
gressed Saturn in late 1943 in both 
our charts. But after that John was 
pretty much on a psychological 
‘high.’ In 1944, with progressed 
Mercury sextiling the Ascendant in 
March, regressed Sun trining the 
Moon and regressed Mercury sextil- 
ing Saturn in July, and progressed 
Venus trine Mars in September, the 
impression he always gave was that 


My Astrological Twin 


he was in control, and that he liked it 
that way. True, he did admit that 
when he wasn't actually doing 
something, talking, or planning some 
scheme, he could feel terribly tired. I 
did too. But that was because we, 
neither of us, had any money, so we 
chronically went without food. 


N JULY 1944, accompanied by a 

medical student friend, I went up 
to the studio in Edinburgh. We went 
by train because John had thoughtful- 
ly amassed a collection of tickets 
which other people had used on vari- 
ous journeys but which had somehow 
not been clipped. He gave us two 
halves of return tickets which took us 
from Birmingham to 
Edinburgh. It was intend- 
ed that I should stay 
there; my fiend would 
have to hitch-hike back. 
On arrival we had some 
difficulty locating first of 
all the mews and then the 
studio in it, till a woman 
from one of the surround- 
ing tenements indicated it 
with a gesture as she passed us by. 
She didn't smile or speak but just 
walked on, disapprovingly. We then 
had a problem. ‘John Turner’ had 
gone away somewhere, leaving the 
place locked. My twin had given us a 
Yale key, but besides the Yale lock 
there was also another lock which re- 
quired a big key to open it from the 
outside. Inside it could be turned by 
hand and also fixed in the open posi- 
tion, if desired, but ‘John Turner’ 
had left it closed. My medical friend, 
who was quite short and agile, 
shinned up a drainpipe and got in 
through a kind of loading door which 
had been left open. There was a 
clothes line with shirts and underp- 
ants hanging on it stretched across the 
large room (35' by 25'). "La Bo- 


heme, Act I," he said. 

Two days later John, my twin, ar- 
rived, and a day or so after Hubert, 
my medical friend, left to hitch back 
down South. There was then a deci- 
sion to be made. I agreed that the 
place had possibilities, and John took 
me round to a firm which made paper 
carrier bags. I collected 500 sheets of 
tough blue paper from them, plus 
glue and string, and was told I would 
be paid four shillings (the equivalent 
then of 80 U.S. cents) per hundred 
bags that I returned made up. Every- 
thing seemed to be set up, but John 
wanted to return South again (Moon 
in the IX") and I would have to do so 
too, temporarily, as my tribunal ap- 
peal was coming up. 
However, I agreed to re- 
turn afterwards to be the 
person ‘in occupation’ 
that John wanted. ‘John 
Turner’ was away doing 
tree-felling work some- 
where. 

I expected we would 
have to hitch back to 
Birmingham but that 
wasn't John's idea, despite having no 
tickets and no money. Early on Fri- 
day morning we went to the station 
and boarded the train for Bir- 
mingham. "They don't collect tickets 
on the train till Wolverhampton," he 
told me. That meant we would have 
to get off at the station before Wol- 
verhampton, but what to do then I 
had no idea. We couldn't get through 
the station ticket-barrier without tick- 
ets. After six hours of me being on 
tenterhooks and him being perfectly 
calm we arrived at Stafford, where 
we got off. He then reconnoitered 
and confirmed that we couldn't get 
off the station. He was quite equal to 
that, however. I sat on a bench and 
watched while he went to the parcels 
office, whistling, and asked the coun- 
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| John's Progressions | 
1943. Mar MCr-0-PFn May  VEp-150-MAp 
Nov VEp-90-SAn 
1944 Mar MEp-60-ASCn, SOr-135-URp 
Jly SOr-120-LUn, MEr-60-SAn 
Sep VEr-120-MAn 
Oct SOp-45-SAn, JPp-150-VEn 
Dec  MEp-30-NNn 
1945 Feb SOr-150-MAp May  MEr-60-SAp 
Jun MCr-0-MAn Aug  MEp-0-MEn 
Nov VEp-90-SAp 
1946 Mar  JPr-0-JPn Apr — SOr-150-PFn 
May MaAp-135-VEn, MEr-0-SOn 
Jun MEp-30-NPp Sep MaAr || NPp 
1947 Jan MEr-150-MCn 
Feb =MEp-180-URn 
Mar MCr enters Aquarius 
Apr MEp-30-NPn, ASCr-90-LUn 
Jun MEr-30-ASCn 
Oct  -MEr || MAp, MEr-O0-NNn 
Dec MEp-180-URp, MEr || NPp 
1948 Feb MEr-30-MEn Mar VEp-150-MAn 
Apr SOp || URp Jly MEr-150-URp 
Sep  SOr-150-MAn Nov ASCp-120-JPn 
Dec MEr-150-URn 
1949 Jan SOp-0-MEp, MEr-0-NPn 
Feb ASCr-120-PFn 
Apr MAr station going direct 
Jun MEp-45-VEp, MCp-120-NPn, MCr-120-SAn 
Jly MEp-45-VEp, VEr station going retrograde 
Aug MEr-0-NPp Sep | MCp-30-URn 
1950 Feb SOp-180-URp Aug  MAp-150-PFn 
L Sep ASCp-30-VEn 
aa 


SO = Sun, LU = Moon, ME = Mercury, VE = Venus, MA = Mars, JP = Jupiter, 


SA = Saturn, UR = Uranus, NP = Neptune, PL = Pluto, NN = North Node, PF = Fortuna, 


n = natal, p = progressed, r = regressed. 
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ter clerk in a loud, confident voice, 
"Has the box arrived yet?" 

"What box?" said the clerk. 

"You know, that box I've been 
waiting for from Birmingham," John 
replied. 

"I don't know anything about it," 
said the clerk. 

"Oh well, I'll come back again 
tomorrow," says John, and with that 
turns and walks brazenly through the 
ticket barrier. 

A short while later he returned and 
bought two platform tickets at a pen- 
ny each, with which we were both 
able to exit the station. 

To hitch from there was no great 
problem, and we actually arrived an 
hour or two before my medical friend 
who had been unlucky with lifts hitch 
hiking from Edinburgh for the past 
two days. 


HORTLY after this I was rejected 
by the objectors’ appeal tribunal 
in London, as I had foreseen, and 
returned North, hitch-hiking this 
time, to wait like the mouse for the 
cat's next move. However, I found 
that the paper-bag making job was 
not viable, or not for me at any rate. 
To make a hundred bags would take 
me more than a week, and one could 
not live on four shillings a week, 
even in Edinburgh in 1944. 
Eventually, in early September, I 
hitched South again, more or less 
starving, paid a brief and very stormy 
visit to my parents, who gave me 
thirty shillings, retrieved a battered 
suitcase of my clothes from the crash- 
pad where I had first really got to 
know John, and then went to stay 
overnight at a flat which he was by 
then renting with two other objectors, 
also in Birmingham. I told him I in- 
tended to hitch on to London the next 
day. 
At once he came up with plans. He 
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gave me the address of a house in 
Holloway where he had paid a depos- 
it on a room a few days before. "So 
that we can always have a foothold 
there," he said. "Go and claim it." 
He also advised me to leave the suit- 
case with him rather than weigh my- 
self down with it, hitchhiking. "I'll 
wait two days," he said, "and then 
I'll put it in the luggage compartment 
of the afternoon train to London. You 
can get yourself a platform ticket and 
go and collect it when the train gets 
in." So that is what I trustingly did. 

The first part of the arrangement 
went well. It was a penny-ha'penny 
bus ride from where I was set down 
in London to Holloway. The people 
there denied knowledge of John's 
‘deposit’ but liked the look of me 
well enough to give me a room at ten 
shillings a week. They themselves 
were conscientious objectors, and 
there were objectors in every one of 
the four or five rooms they let in the 
house. They told me if I went to Uni- 
versity College Hospital in Euston 
next morning I could probably get a 
job there as an orderly. All the order- 
lies there were conscientious objec- 
tors. So next day I went there and 
was taken on at three pounds ten a 
week, of which I had two pounds 
seventeen and sixpence after deduc- 
tion of tax and unemployment 
insurance. It was more than I had 
ever earned before in my life. More- 
over I would get a midday meal at the 
hospital each day, free. 

But my suitcase did not arrive, 
either on the stated day or any subse- 
quent day. Eventually I sent an 
S.O.S. to a friend in Birmingham. 
His parents opened it since he was 
away, and contacted my mother. She 
went around to confront John, who 
was enormously indignant at the sug- 
gestion that he had intended to keep 
it, saying that he was waiting for me 


to send the money to have it forward- 
ed, ‘as arranged.' She eventually 
forwarded it to me, much to my 
shame. 


T NOW SEEMS to me that the 

roles which John and I had as- 
sumed towards each other since we 
first became acquainted in March- 
April somehow became transformed, 
or reversed. Up till now he had un- 
questionably been the dominant 
member of the duo, the one with the 
initiatives. But now I had become 
wary of him. I still looked forward to 
seeing him and didn't want to reject 
him as a friend, but I was on my 
guard. And of course I was the one 
with a stabile job and a place to stay 
and money to pay the rent. So it 
would be for the next four months, 
till progressed Mercury came to the 
opposition of Uranus in February 
1945. In the meantime I think my 
achievement of a sense of security, 
temporary and precarious though it 
was, is fairly well depicted by pro- 
gressed Venus trine to the Part of 
Fortune at the Midheaven, exact in 
June but developing through the year. 

In many ways, though, the transits 
paint a clearer picture, as they often 
do when one is dealing with exter- 
nals. My travels up and down the 
country with John, for instance, are 
excellently portrayed by transiting 
Uranus opposing Jupiter in Sagittar- 
ius in the V'", which was in force in 
June and July 1944. We shared that 
aspect. 

We also shared a conjunction of 
transiting Saturn with Venus in Canc- 
er in the XII" house, though not quite 
simultaneously. In John's case the 
contact was first formed in October 
and November 1944, since his Venus 
is in only 11°31' Cancer whereas 
mine is in 12°5S7', very exactly con- 
joined with Pluto. Saturn conjoined 
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both Venus and Pluto in both of our 
charts in June and July 1945, howev- 
er. But John also had a long opposi- 
tion from Neptune to his Moon bet- 
ween October 1944 and April 1945, 
repeated between August and October 
1945, and with a final contact bet- 
ween May and August 1946. This, of 
course, was entirely absent in my 
case. 

What happened under that Nep- 
tune-Moon contact was that John def- 
initely went down-hill for a while. He 
arrived in London a month or so after 
I had started work there but stayed in 
a different suburb with a crowd of 
people who claimed to be art experts. 
Seated around dirty, ash-strewn ta- 
bles in seedy Soho cafés, they would 
discourse endlessly about Matisse and 
Chagal, waving nicotine-stained fin- 
gers, and John swiftly picked up their 
lingo. Indeed he had always wanted 
to be an artist, though without 
studying or training for it. 
Before I met him in Bir- 
mingham he had bought , 
himself a complete ar- 
tist's outfit of oil paints 
and brushes, somehow 
imagining that the 
ability to paint was 
latent within him and 
that he only needed p 
to pick up a brush for it to come out. 
I never saw anything painted by him, 
though. 

Soon after he arrived from Bir- 
mingham, he visited the hospital to 
laugh at me washing dishes or hoov- 
ering the floor in the ward where I 
worked, in my blue orderly's overall, 
much as he had gone to make faces at 
John Turner through the window of 
the restaurant in Edinburgh where he 
worked, as he carried trays of glasses 
from the bar to the various tables 
there. He was able to imitate John 
Turner's walk and bearing to perfec- 
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Prier's Transits 


1943 April 
1944 June-July 
& December 
1945 April 
June-July 
1946 
1947 October 
1948 Jan-Feb, Jun-Jly 
August 
September-October 
1949 March & June 
1950 September 


Saturn opposite natal Jupiter 
Uranus opposite natal Jupiter 


Uranus opposite natal Jupiter 
Saturn conjunct Venus & Pluto 


Saturn conjunct natal Neptune 
Saturn conjunct Neptune 
Saturn conjunct natal Sun 
Saturn opposite natal Mars 
Saturn opposite natal Mars 


Saturn conjunct natal Mercury. 


tion; probably a Sun-Neptune gift. I 
have it much more weakly, since the 
Sun is 2° further away from Neptune 
in my case. 

In Edinburgh, however, he shared 
John Turner's wages. Perhaps he also 
hoped to share mine. If so, he was 
disappointed. After the episode with 
the suitcase I was in no mood for 
sharing. Thus, although he was his 
usual ebullient self when he first ar- 
rived, he gradually seemed to fade. 
His clothes became as greasy as those 
of the other art experts and his face 
looked wan and drawn. 

In early January he actually turned 
up at the hospital and applied for a 
job there himself, giving his name as 
John Smetterloo and mentioning my 
name as a reference. It was bitterly 


cold and he was wearing cracked 
shoes and a long, dirty gray overcoat 
whose side pockets were torn and 
hanging down. He obviously badly 
needed the hospital midday meal. The 
sister in charge didn't like the look of 
him, nor that of a half Red-Indian 
friend he had brought along with 
him, but since staff shortage was 
acute she decided to give them both a 
trial. The Indian chap stayed for a 
month or two, but John only lasted a 
fortnight, probably because he had no 
Labor Exchange cards to prove he 
was who he said he was. After he left 
he told a mutual acquaintance that he 
had been very hurt because I seemed 
to be ashamed of him and avoided him. I 
am afraid it was true. 1 was desperate not 
to lose my job and credit at the hospital. 
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John's Transits 


1943 April 
1944 
October-November 
October-December 
1945 Jan-April, August-Oct 
April 
June 
June-July 
1946 May-August 
1947 October 
1948 Jan-Feb, June-July 
August 
September-October 
1949 March & June 
1950 September 


Saturn opposite natal Jupiter 


June-July & December Uranus opposite natal Jupiter 


Saturn conjunct natal Venus 
Neptune conjunct natal Moon 


Neptune opposite Moon 
Uranus opposite natal Jupiter 
Saturn conjunct natal Venus 
Saturn conjunct natal Pluto 
Neptune opposite natal Moon 
Saturn conjunct natal Neptune 
Saturn conjunct Neptune 
Saturn conjunct natal Sun 
Saturn opposite natal Mars 


Saturn opposite natal Mars 


Saturn conjunct natal Mercury. 


HE NEXT thing that happened 

was that in the last week of Janu- 
ary 1945 I received a summons to 
appear at Ascot magistrates court to 
answer a charge of failure to obey an 
order to appear for an army medical 
examination the previous December 
(regressed Ascendant was quincunx 
to Jupiter then). I duly appeared in 
the first week of February, was taken 
down to the medical examination 
precincts by police car, refused to be 
examined (previously I had simply 
ignored the order that came by post), 
was taken back to spend a night in 
the police cells, and the next day was 
sentenced to six months imprison- 


ment in Feltham prison for young of- 
fenders. I was still under 21. 

That took charge of the next four 
months. I was released in May. The 
war with Germany was over, but not 
that with Japan. By going to prison 
with a sentence longer than three 
months I had earned the right to 
another appearance before the con- 
scientious objectors’ tribunal, and 
this time it was decided that my of- 
fense had been committed for consci- 
entious reasons. I was registered in 
the register of conscientious objectors 
with the condition that I must work 
until formally released either in a 
hospital as a male nurse, orderly or 
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porter, or on the land in forestry 
work. I therefore returned to Uni- 
versity College Hospital. While I had 
been in prison a V-2 rocket had ex- 
ploded in the air directly above the 
ward where I had worked. Had it 
landed before exploding it would 
have demolished the whole hospital. 


HE FASCINATING thing is that 
while I had been in prison, John 
had been there too! 

He hadn't waited passively for the 
formal legal procedures to take their 
course like I did, but about a month 
after I was summarily removed from 
the scene by the opposition of pro- 
gressed Mercury on the IC to natal 
Uranus on the MC (exact in February 
1945), he was arrested by a plain- 
clothes detective for not producing an 
identity card when requested to do so 
and taken to the police station for 
questioning. His regressed Midheav- 
en was conjoining Mars. At the 
station he gave a false name 
and said he was a medical stud- 
ent. The police were not satis- 
fied and he was kept in the cells 
while inquiries were made and 
his true identity discovered. 

The prospect of quite a long 
spell in prison loomed before 
him. 

John was equal to this, however, 
and he didn't spend more than a week 
in jail. We re-met after I was released 
and he told me the story. When con- 
fronted with his true name and the 
detailed history of his evasion of call- 
up and successful eluding of the au- 
thorities for over a year, he reacted 
with astonishment. 

"IT sat in my cell," he told me, 
"with my head in my hands and kept 
repeating, ‘I thought I was a medical 
student.’ They could hear me in the 
office, through the bars. After a time 
they decided I must be insane, but 
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harmless. After all, I had been a 
medical student. They thought I'd 
wandered away. So they gave me a 
new identity card and told me I could 
go." 

His regressed Mercury was sextile 
to regressed Saturn in May, and pro- 
gressed Mercury was approaching its 
own place in August. He had talked 
his way out. 

So there we were, both of us regu- 
larized, he entirely free as a madman, 
too insane for the army, I with a 
remaining ‘condition.’ 


CTING 'MAD' was something 
John was quite expert at, having 
had a lot of experience of it at school. 
He told me now other pupils used to 
pay him to create a diversion in class. 
On one such occasion he had gone up 
to the master's desk, not quite sure 
what he was going to do, and had 
suddenly been overcome with a par- 
oxysm of laughter. "I didn't 
make any sound," he said, "and 
I didn't say anything. I just 
stood there and shook and 
shook." The master looked at 
him with great apprehension 
and eventually he was sent 
home for ‘acting strangely. ' 
"Was the chap who had paid 
you satisfied?" I asked. "Oh, he 
thought I was performing brilliantly," 
he replied. 

I once witnessed a practical dem- 
onstration of this skill while we were 
still at the crash-pad in Birmingham 
where I first met him. He and I and 
two or three others were walking 
back to the house late one evening 
and passed a line of buses drawn up 
at the side of a steep road for the 
night. Some of the drivers were sit- 
ting together in one of the buses at 
the lower end of the row, talking and 
playing cards. John motioned to us to 
get well away up at the top end of the 


road while he approached the bus 
where the drivers were, bending low 
down so that they couldn't see him 
out of the window. When he was 
right beside where they were sitting 
he suddenly emitted a most extra-or- 
dinary, loud, cackling, banshee 
laugh. It had an incredibly ominous, 
threatening effect, and we saw all the 
drivers suddenly sit up, momentarily 
becoming frozen in their places. John 
sprinted off towards us, still bending 
low and keeping close in beside the 
buses to remain invisible. The drivers 
then came round behind the back of 
their bus, keeping close together in a 
group for safety. They gazed uncer- 
tainly up in our direction but we were 
just disappearing over the hill. 


REMAINED at the hospital until 

August 1945, but I was corre- 
sponding with ‘John Turner’ in Edin- 
burgh about a new idea. He was in- 
terested in writing, and since the 
previous September he had enrolled 
for a course in English Literature at 
the University of Edinburgh while at 
the same doing tree-felling work to 
pay the fees and also pay the studio 
rent and keep himself supplied with 
food. He suggested I should come up 
and do the same, sharing with him at 
the studio again. He said there was 
more tree-felling work to be done 
than he could handle on his own. I 
therefore hitched up at the end of 
August and began to learn how to use 
an axe, rope a tree so that it would 
fall in the direction one wanted it to, 
and assist with a two-handed saw. 
[This was before the days of portable 
motor-driven chain-saws.] 

I registered for English History 
and Moral Philosophy, the absolute 
minimum permitted if the courses 
were to count towards a degree. John 
Turner registered for English Litera- 
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ture again and also came to Moral 
Philosophy for a while but then drop- 
ped out. He couldn't register for a 
degree as that required production of 
identification, which would have had 
the authorities on his tail since he was 
‘on the run' and ‘John Turner’ was 
not his true name. 

I remained in Edinburgh for the 
next four years. For the first three of 
these I had to do sufficient work eith- 
er at forestry or in hospital, besides 
studying, to satisfy a watchful Labour 
Department that I was fulfilling my 
‘condition.’ It wasn't always easy. 
During vacations I worked in hospi- 
tals, and there were some interesting 
jobs, like being a male nurse at Prest- 
wick mental hospital in Manchester 
for a while. In many ways I regretted 
leaving there, despite having to get 
up at 5 a.m. (the light came on au- 
tomatically in my room in the nurses' 
quarters), and work a thirteen hour 
shift from 6 a.m. till 7 p.m. But be- 
cause I was always changing jobs it 
was a cat and mouse existence, and 
there wasn't always work available, 
either in hospitals or at tree-felling. 
My father eventually assisted me with 
a minimal allowance, but I still had 
the Labour Department breathing 
down my neck. And forestry work in 
winter can be very cold when one is 
not actually whacking away with an 
axe. On one occasion I remember 
semi-fainting when I had climbed a 
tall tree whose branches were cov- 
ered with ice, to tie a rope near the 
top of it. Somehow I just managed to 
avoid falling out of it. 

On the whole IJ think the progres- 
sions tell the tale very creditably 
throughout that period. The begin- 
ning is perfect; a trine from the pro- 
gressed Ascendant to Jupiter in Sagit- 
tarius in the V", exact in August 
1945. What better indication could 
there possibly be of a new venture 
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and gamble in the field of study? And 
in the period that followed, the pro- 
gressed Midheaven trined Neptune in 
March 1946, progressed Sun was 
parallel progressed Uranus in April, 
and regressed Mercury sextiled Sat- 
urn in June. Somehow I sailed 
through the ‘conditions,’ acquired 
enough to eat (barely), and passed the 
June exams. In 1947 it was the same, 
or better. Progressed Sun conjoined 
progressed Mercury and regressed 
Mercury conjoined natal Sun, both 
exact in February, and in May re- 
gressed Mercury sextiled regressed 
Saturn. This year I was accepted for 
Honours in history and began to do 
well. 

In 1948 things went less well, 
chiefly because I became involved in 
a traumatic and disastrous love affair 
during the period between the pro- 
gression of the Sun to the opposition 
of progressed Uranus in February of 
that year and the opposition to the 
natal place of Uranus twelve months 
later. The details of that episode do 
not belong in this article. What does 
belong, however, is the conjunction 
of the regressed Midheaven to Mars 
in April 1949. Under precisely that 
aspect John, my twin, was arrested in 
1945 and then unconditionally freed 
and legitimized. When it came to my 
turn I too was freed from my ‘con- 
dition’ and even allowed to apply for 
and obtain a study grant equivalent to 
that granted to ex-servicemen. In 
May the regressed Midheaven went 
on to sextile the Moon and in Sep- 
tember regressed Venus trined Mars, 
the ruler of the Midheaven. I passed 
my degree finals in June and graduat- 
ed in August neatly between these 
aspects. My mother came up for the 
graduation and we made a tour ar- 
ound various pawn shops, retrieving 
my cornet and other possessions. 
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HAT HAD been happening to 
John? 

Sure enough, he too had embarked 
on a university study course in Sep- 
tember 1945, but as with our medical 
studies earlier it was not at the same 
university. Nor was it the same sub- 
ject. He enrolled at the University of 
London for psychology. There were a 
lot of favorable aspects going for 
him. The conjunction of progressed 
Mercury with its own place, exact in 
August, was still strongly operative, 
and in 1946 regressed Jupiter con- 
joined its own place in March and 
regressed Mercury conjoined the Sun 
in May. He could have made it. 

Yet he didn't. 

In many ways I'm glad he didn't. 
He was unquestionably one of the 
most accomplished psychological 
‘operators’ I have ever encountered, 
able to impress and pull the wool 
over anyone's eyes on first meeting, 
and even several subsequent meet- 
ings, but he completely lacked true 
feeling for other people and that abili- 
ty to empathize with the feelings of 
others which is so essential and char- 
acteristic of the genuine member of 
the caring professions. I very quickly 
became aware of this when I tried to 
talk to him about emotional problems 
of my own connected with my fami- 
ly, not long after we first met. Sub- 
sequently I also observed how he 
behaved in various brief relationships 
with women, in which the woman 
always came off worst. 

This was not just my own opinion. 
He had begun to acquire quite a repu- 
tation among others of my acquaint- 
ance who also knew him well. When 
I hitchhiked up to Edinburgh in Au- 
gust 1945, for instance, I did so in 
the company of a friend whom I had 
met while playing in an amateur 
orchestra in London during the past 
year. Not long after we had arrived at 


the studio mews news somehow 
reached 'John Turner’ that my twin 
might also be on his way up there -- 
indeed, that he might arrive any 
minute! Not feeling confident enough 
in his ability to counter John's per- 
suasiveness if he had to meet him 
personally at the door and tell him he 
wasn't welcome, Turner insisted we 
must all go out. He put nails in the 
window so that it couldn't be opened, 
and locked and barred the loading 
door through which my medical 
friend Hubert had earlier entered 
after climbing the 

drain pipe. A door which 
gave onto the garden at the 
back, accessible from 
tenements in the street be- 
hind, was also not forgot- 
ten. It too was locked and 
sacks of coal pushed in 
front of it. Finally the 
spring holding back the 
heavy lock on the front 
door was released and we all left and 
sat in a café till after 11 p.m. Owen 
went back to London suitably im- 
pressed with what sort of person this 
John Wood must be. Subsequently 
‘John Turner’ rigged up a sort of per- 
iscope which looked like a drainpipe 
protruding from the loading door. 
With it one could inspect anyone 
knocking at the front door without 
leaning out to see. 

John gave up psychology at the end 
of the second term, not returning to 
the college after Easter. He said it 
wasn't what he wanted. Transiting 
Neptune was opposing his Moon 
again between May and August. Re- 
gressed Sun was also quincunx to 
Fortuna in April. 

Besides that aspect I think his non- 
persistence illustrates a fundamental 
difference between our two charts. 
Although I did leave Medicine two- 
thirds through the second year, in 


Considerations VIII:4 


general I tend to feel committed to a 
thing once I have started it. The 
breaking away comes later, when I 
have finished a course, when I too 
may say "it was not what I wanted." I 
am not saying my way is necessarily 
better. Perhaps it is better to face 
facts early on and get out quickly. At 
least one should think things through 
clearly to the final conclusion, asking 
‘where is it all leading?" -- as my 
second wife once said to me vehe- 
mently many years after the events 
described here. John himself told me, 
"I never commit myself finally till I 
am absolutely sure." The 
trouble was he never was 
absolutely sure. So he nev- 
er committed himself. HE 
was always starting things 
and dropping them -- a true 
Aries Moon, as I am a true 
Taurus Moon. 

So what did John do, 
since he wasn't involved in 
university studies for the next three 
years as I was? 

He got into business. 

I returned to University College 
Hospital during the summer months 
of 1946, during the university vaca- 
tion, and there I re-met Obajimi Hol- 
loway, a Nigerian artist who was also 
a conscientious objector, working 
there as an orderly. He told me he 
had met John Wood in the street re- 
cently. "He was immaculate," he 
said. "He was wearing a suit and his 
hair was cut, and he was carrying a 
briefcase. He said he couldn't stop 
and talk because he was off to an 
appointment." 

Oba was impressed. "Perhaps we 
should make contact with him again 
now that he has become respectable," 
he said. 

My own instinct, when I heard of 
John's impressive appearance, was to 
become ten times more suspicious. 
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And I wasn't far wrong. I didn't 
see John again then, but gradually 
and indirectly I heard that he had 
gathered a small number of workers 
together from the floating Soho popu- 
lation, taken over a derelict ware- 
house in a bombed-out quarter, and 
started a little factory to manufacture 
divan beds, using timber from 
bombed-out buildings. The people he 
had collected together did the car- 
pentry and upholstery work. He was 
the manager and sales representative. 

For a time things went quite well 
apparently, but in 1947 there was a 
reckoning. Police investigators dis- 
covered he didn't have a legal right 
to use the warehouse, which was an 
unsafe place anyway 
in which to employ 
people, and that he 
was collecting floor 
boards and rafters 
from bombed build- 
ings far and wide 
without any sort of 
permission. Moreover his employees 
were complaining of not having been 
paid. But the complaint which led to 
the investigation in the first place was 
worse than all this. A lot of the tim- 
ber he was using turned out to be in- 
fested with bed bugs. Consequently 
bed bugs had got into the houses of a 
lot of ‘nice people.’ 

I don't know the details of what 
happened. I was working in hospitals 
in Manchester and not in London af- 
ter that; the rest of my time I was in 
Edinburgh. However, I gather there 
was a Series of court appearances. I 
have no doubt that John used all the 
ingenuity of which he was capable 
but he may not have talked his way 
out as easily as he did from the police 
cells in 1945. Progressed Mercury 
opposed his natal Uranus in February 
and his progressed Uranus in Decem- 
ber, and in April the regressed As- 


cendant squared the Moon, his ruler 
in the IX" (legal matters). It was 
under the aspect progressed Mercury 
opposite Uranus that I spent four 
months in jail in 1945. 


ONLY SAW John once more after 

that, and that was not until July 
1950. We shared heavy transits of 
Saturn over Neptune and the Sun 
between January and August 1948 
followed by opposition to Mars later 
in the year. That was the time when I 
suffered a disastrous love affair. If he 
did the same I am sure it will not 
have induced the depression in him 
that it did in me. Moreover I am sure 
he will have made the most of a trine 
of the progressed Ascendant to Jupit- 
er in November. I will not hazard a 
guess as to what happened under a 
series of interesting Secondary con- 
tacts in 1949, 

In August 1949 I was accepted as a 
student at the Royal College of Music 
on the basis of an audition I gave on 
the French Horn, but I had no money 
to pay the fees (Saturn quincunx to 
Fortuna). Then someone mentioned 
that the Italian government was offer- 
ing scholarships to study at various 
Italian universities on an exchange 
basis. Italy was still poor then and 
had no other means of financing her 
own students who needed to study 
abroad. One had to apply through the 
British Council. I did so and, on the 
basis of my Edinburgh degree, was 
awarded a scholarship to study anci- 
ent history and Indian philosophy at 
the University of Pavia, a completely 
medieval city about twenty kilometers 
south of Milan. I was there for nine 
and a half months, the first three of 
which were largely taken up with sit- 
ting in cafés trying to learn Italian. I 
knew only one word of the language 
when I arrived: spaghetti. Before I 


left I managed to write a short thesis 
on the tablet of Heraclea, a brass 
plate found at the bottom of a well 
some two centuries ago with an in- 
scription on it dealing with Roman 
municipal law. I still have the appre- 
ciative letter written by Professor 
Fracearo to the senate of the Univers- 
ity of Edinburgh as a result of that, 
recommending me for the Ph.D. It 
was the high point of my academic 
life. 

I returned to Britain in July 1950 
because Obajimi Holloway had writ- 
ten to me that he was returning to 
Nigeria and I could take over his flat 
in Clapham. The day after I arrived I 
was given a lift to visit friends in 
Highgate, and the people I was with 
stopped in Muswell Hill on the way 
to buy groceries. I got out of the car 
to stretch my legs and John Wood 
walked up to me, hand outstretched 
to shake mine, saying "Hello, Prier. 
Nice to see you." 

He looked exactly as he did when I 
first met him in 1944: long hair 
again, open neck shirt, corduroy 
trousers. I was conscious of the decay 
at the side of one of his front teeth as 
he smiled. He had always been bitter 
about that. His parents were not as 
well off as mine were and had not 
been able to afford proper dental care 
for him during the years of the Great 
depression in the early 1930's. 

I shook his hand in a kind of daze. 
I am not sure that I said anything at 
all. My lift driver and his wife re- 
turned and I got back into their car, 
and John turned and walked away. 

Not long afterwards I responded to 
an advertisement in a newspaper say- 
ing horn players were required for 
the New Zealand National Orchestra. 
I went for an audition and a fortnight 
later, under regressed Jupiter con- 
joining his own place in Sagittarius in 
the V™ house, I found myself in Wel- 
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lington, New Zealand. That was the 
end of my academic career. As John 
would have said, "it wasn't what I 
wanted." 


HOUGH SHORT in terms of 
actual interaction, after the first 
couple of months together we really 
only met incidentally and peripheral- 
ly, my contact with my twin was an 
unforgettable experience. In what I 
have written so far I have stressed 
our differences, which operated to 
make me distance myself from him, 
but there were so many ways in 
which we were so very, very alike -- 
in attitudes, perceptions, word sense, 
and, above all, an all-pervading dis- 
belief in the reality of = 
life. aa’) 
I remember not 
long after] methim M 
going to a shop to 
buy a pair of green qi JX 
corduroy trousers. 
He accompanied me. 
Probably one could hardly imagine a 
more mundane occurrence, though it 
is true that in my financial situation at 
the time it was a case of choosing 
between trousers or food. However, 
that was not the point. He walked up 
and down in the shop hardly able to 
restrain his laughter, and I knew ex- 
actly why and felt exactly the same, 
though I had to be more serious as I 
was doing the actual buying. Had it 
been him he too would have been 
serious, but with a portentousness 
which would only have magnified the 
unreality of the whole situation. 
Neither of us believed in trousers, or 
shops, or shop assistants and sales, or 
any of the other things which go on 
in life -- the givens which normal 
people believe in and take for granted 
as part of the normal tapestry of life. 
A sense of being in it and yet at the 
same time watching it all as if from a 
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great distance outside is a characteristic, I think, of people who have the Sun 
fairly close to Neptune. There is perhaps a schizophrenic quality about it. 
While I was alone in the studio in Edinburgh for two months before going 
down to London in 1944, I began to hear voices. In my twin's case I think it 
led instead to the development of a kind of psychopathic personality. No rela- 
tionship was real enough for him to be able to feel a sense of duty, loyalty or 
commitment. 

Some of his attitude rubbed off on me, too. There are some phrases I cannot 
hear, to this day, without laughing. If he found a capable shoe-repairer, for in- 
stance, or any other professional person who was good at his job, he would 
describe him as a “good man." It probably meant that at some time in the future 
he would try to get him to repair his shoes, or whatever, on credit, and then 
disappear. But that is not the whole point. Underlying it all once again was the 
sense of wonder at anyone who could believe so strongly in the reality of what 
he was doing as to be able to excel at it. True, John needed his shoes repaired. 
He was going to take advantage of it. But essentially "a good man" indicated a 
shut-eye, someone who conformed to this world, someone who believed in this 
reality and was unaware of the reality outside. 

I hope I have been able to share that sense of unreality without abusing it, as 
John unquestionably did. In a way it adds to the poetry of life. There is always 
another way of looking at it, another dimension to it as right angles to the plane 
which normal people consider to be real. But it does make life difficult. 


The Future Cause 


"The idea that difficult life circumstances may exist in order to stimulate 
the development of desirable gifts, or at any rate to promote a special 
kind of receptivity, is part of an overriding conviction I have that 
according to the astrological perspective the causes of events lie in the 
future. In the usual view of things causes lie in the past: events happen, 
influences arise, and if the person is lucky he or she will be able to turn 
them to some use. It seems to me that this view of cause and effect 
inverts the truth, which is that if we are intended to follow some 
vocation, be in a certain place, or with a certain person, then that 
imperative of destiny, lying in the future, pulls events towards it. Our 
destiny has to be made way for, it has to be prepared, often long in 
advance." 


Dennis Elwell 

Carter Memorial Lecture, September 1992 

(The lecture is fully reproduced in The Astrological Journal 
Volume 35, Numbers 3 & 4, 1993) 
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Considerations VIII:4 


by M. J. MAKRANSKY 


or slows down (South Node) the action of the natal planet. In order to 


IC ONJUNCTION with the Moon's nodes either speeds up (North Node) 


express our planetary energies freely, we have to be alert, open and 
ready. We can't have a lot of emotional and karmic baggage dragging us down, 
otherwise we tend to miss the opportunities which life offers us all the time. If 
we're walking around defending a mindset of, for example, illness or poverty 
or loneliness, then we'll tend to reject the luck and joy that do come our way all 
the time. If we already have an unalterable agenda of what we lack to make 
ourselves happy, then there's no way we can ever reach a position in which 


we're happy with what we already have. 


The North Node shows where we have a good attitude, where we face life 
directly, taking full responsibility for ourselves, the situation in which we find 
ourselves, and the feelings of other people. It shows where we are free of any 
need to make excuses for ourselves, and therefore where we have the necessary 
speed to catch lucky opportunities as they arise. 

By contrast, the South Node shows where we have a bad attitude, close up, 
salve and defend ourselves. Conjunction with the South Node slows down the 
natural action of a planet by burdening it with an agenda of self-pity, which 
gravitates towards situations and relationships in which we will have a good 


excuse to play the victim or loser. 


In using the interpretations that follow you should allow 6° orbs from exact- 
ness in measuring conjunctions to the nodes. 


| CONJUNCT NORTH NODE: 
You are impetuous, vivacious, 
and unabashedly frank. Your charm- 
ing alacrity disarms other people -- 
they are won over by your geniality 
and your disinterested practicality. 
You are not so much self-effacing as 
you are earthy and real. 
You possess a self-cer- 
tainty which is patient 
and humane -- you re- 
spect other people because you truly 
respect yourself. Your good-spirited 
faith in yourself is a steadying in- 
fluence on the people around you. 


oO CONJUNCT SOUTH NODE: 
You are blunt and bluff: proud 

of your fitness and capacities, and 
always ready to charge full-steam 
regardless of the consequences or the 
sensibilities of others. Your self cer- 
tainty is the product of a bull-headed 
stubbornness rather 
than a true seriousness 
of purpose. Your smug 
complacency tends to 
slow you down so that you lose a 
beat or tempo, and often find yourself 
stranded alone in your self congratu- 
lations. Because you are so aloof and 
unconcerned, you can walk away 
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from any imbroglio or debacle with a 
minimum of sweat and pother. 


CONJUNCT NORTH NODE: 


You are natural, spontaneous, 
and unassuming -- able to relax and 
be yourself at all times. You feel no 
need for pretense or putting on airs 
because you are comfortable with 
yourself (at home with your own feel- 
ings), and therefore can be comfort- 
able with other people (who in turn 
feel at ease in your presence). You 
appeal to other people with your un- 
apologetic outspokenness, which is 
neither superior nor officious but 
rather apropos. Your unadorned sin- 
cerity calls forth the better impulses 
of others. 


DD) CONJUNCT SOUTH NODE: 

You are overly sensitive, easily 
affronted, and quick to take offense. 
You get huffy and go into a sulk 
whenever your precious feelings have 
been slighted, and as a result it's hard 
for other people to reach out to you 
through your screen of poutiness. 
You have an air of long-suffering, of 
being put upon or embattled by life. 
On the positive side you have no 
qualms about standing fast and stand- 
ing alone, so you are at your best in 
confusing or threatening situations in 
which most people lose their heads. 


CONJUNCT NORTH NODE: 

You are alert, lively, and quick 
to pick up on the mood of the mo- 
ment and the feelings of other people. 
You're quite a character: perceptive, 
forthright and cocky, with an unflag- 
ging elan and an irreverent, impish 
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sense of humor. Although you can be 
pugnacious (even caustic) when 
thwarted, you are able to take dissent 
in your stride without being unduly 
ruffled by it. Your images and ideals 
arise from a true inner conviction 
rather than from an attempt to im- 
press others. 


CONJUNCT SOUTH NODE: 

You are short, curt and 

brusque, and deal with other 
people in a detached, businesslike 
fashion. Your cold reserve and auto- 
cratic manner are designed to (and 
succeed at) making others defer to 
you. You're a bit of a know-it-all, 
and think you're so sharp; and in face 
you are rather astute up to a certain 
point, but often fail to see when this 
point has been reached. You're at 
your best when inflexible and un- 
yielding determination is the order of 
the day. 


CONJUNCT NORTH NODE: 

You are soft, gentle and gra- 
cious, and have a knack for being 
tender without being a pushover or 
sucker. You are able to be intimate 
with people (show them your true 
feelings) because you know what 
your true feelings are: you are in 
close touch with your heart center. 
and you know that at root your own 
impulses are good. Because you trust 
in your own feelings, you are able to 
trust in other people; and your vul- 
nerability enables them to relax their 
defenses in turn. 


CONJUNCT SOUTH NODE: 

You are extremely sensitive 
and easily hurt; you quickly close up 
with a snarl at the slightest hint of 
rejection. Although you are sociable 


and gregarious outwardly, inwardly 
you hold yourself aloof: your sponta- 
neity and childlike naivete are culti- 
vated to charm and wheedle people, 
precisely because you don't quite 
trust them or their motives. You de- 
rive your main enjoyment from life 
from arts, crafts, and other activities 
you do alone. 


ro CONJUNCT NORTH NODE: 
You are brash, experimental, 
and animated with a bold spirit of 
adventure and discovery. You thrive 
on challenge and the opportunity to 
push yourself beyond your own lim- 
its. Your unhesitating decisiveness is 
the product of a true moral courage: 
you know who you are and you know 
what you stand for. You are a model 
to others of self-discipline, loftiness 
of purpose, and right-minded deter- 


mination. 
CONJUNCT SOUTH NODE: 
You tend to be lethargic, com- 
placent, and overly concerned with 
your personal comfort and conven- 
ience. You become crotchety and eas- 
ily ruffled at any threat to your accus- 
tomed routines. You are not so much 
lazy as resigned; not so much indeci- 
sive as effete. On the other hand, like 
Eeyore, you have a dogged indepen- 
dence, grit, and a sardonic view of 
Life which keeps you going in any 
rut. 


py CONJUNCT NORTH NODE: 
You possess zest, sparkle, and 

an infectious joie de vivre. You strike 

an easy pace in life and push neither 
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yourself nor other people. You have 
a soothing presence; although by no 
means a shrinking violet, you are dis- 
comforted by conflict and by negative 
emotions which aren't being ad- 
dressed openly. You are a natural 
conciliator and facilitator -- a voice of 
calm reason and sanity -- and you 
bring a fresh, open viewpoint to any 
group interaction. 


P| CONJUNCT SOUTH NODE: 

You are brisk and efficient 
with life -- you process people and 
situations and move right along to the 
next item on your agenda. You main- 
tain your cool savoire faire and blithe 
imperturbability with an incessant 
busyness and preoccupation, which 
makes you annoyingly remote and 
indifferent. You don't permit yourself 
to become bogged down in other 
people's emotional quagmires, but 
stay unruffled by keeping yourself 
tuned to your own high-voltage wave- 
lengths. 


CONJUNCT NORTH NODE: 

You have a true integrity -- a 
sense of inner security born of fear- 
lessness. You neither shrink from dif- 
ficulties nor permit yourself to be- 
come unduly vexed or compromised. 
You are capable of measured advance 
or strategic retreat (as circumstances 
require) without working yourself 
into a lather, or giving needless af- 
front. Your inner calmness is born of 
a sense of self-acceptance, which 
endows you with a broad acceptance 
of other people and of life in general. 


CONJUNCT SOUTH NODE: 

You are pigheaded and unrea- 
soning; quick on the indignation trig- 
ger, and quick to commit to the war- 
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path. You drive yourself and other 
people relentlessly. Generally tact- 
less, you rely on bowling people right 
over and brushing obstacles aside in 
order to make your own will prevail. 
On the positive side, you are daunt- 
less and idealistic, tenacious to a 
fault, and possess considerable per- 
sonal flair and bravado. 


ye CONJUNCT NORTH NODE: 

You are conscientious, respon- 
sible, and thorough. You possess a 
mental clarity which sees through 
pretense and goes right to the heart of 
matters. You are intelligently curious 
and non-judgmental, and are motivat- 
ed by a deep-felt need to try to un- 
derstand other people and their points 
of view. You have a benign sense of 
humor which is ironical in a re- 
signed, self-deprecatory way. Your 
fairness and impartiality are an inspi- 
ration to other people. 


CONJUNCT SOUTH NODE: 

You are theatrical and ex- 
aggerated, imperious and inclined to 
posture. In fact you are rather amus- 
ing, what with your affectedly blase 
insouciance and your droll outlook on 
the passing scene. You have a mock- 
ing view of your fellow bipeds and a 
snide sense of humor, which is ironi- 
cal in a dry, sarcastic way. Your levi- 
ty and flippancy add spice to any 
group of which you are a part. 


Cb. 


CONJUNCT NORTH NODE: 

You have true intuition and a 
sense of touch with underlying pulses 
of life; you just know. You are able 
to pause, tune out static, and follow 
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the beckoning of your own heart. 
Because you are so self-attuned you 
find it easy to tune in to other people, 
and they in turn feel assured and un- 
threatened by you. Your high ideal- 
ism embodies the higher aspirations 
of humanity in your own life and per- 
sonality. 


CONJUNCT SOUTH NODE: 

You are taciturn, pernickety, 
and disinclined to express openly 
what you are actually thinking and 
feeling. You are suspicious of the 
motives of others because you don't 
quite trust your own. You fancy 
yourself to be shrewd and cunning, 
but in fact your “objectivity” is ex- 
tremely naive and shortsighted. Your 
secretiveness barely conceals a 
heightened facility for seeing the 
world through your own rose-colored 
glasses, which no intrusion of outside 
reality or differing shade of interpre- 
tation is ever permitted to disturb. At 
your best you remain true to your 
own impulses and have an unshake- 
able faith in your vision. 


fe| CONJUNCT NORTH NODE: 

You are sprightly and mis- 
chievous, and possess a spirited bon- 
homie and conspiratorial twinkle in 
your eye. Your inviting freshness is 
knowing (rather than naive). You 
place more emphasis on human val- 
ues than on abstract rules, standards 
and expectations, and generally take 
a laissez faire, binding your time, 
wait-and-see, approach to life. You 
are resourceful and ingenious at mak- 
ing do with whatever's at hand, and 
are able to enjoy yourself and other 
people come what may. 


CONJUNCT SOUTH NODE: 
You have an acerbic manner 
and a dour, forbidding demeanor 
which aims to instill fear (rather than 
inspire collaboration). You drive 
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a stickler for minutiae, intolerant of 
foibles, and succeed whenever stiff- 
necked discipline is required. On the 
positive side you are mettlesome, 
decisive, and don't wait for anyone's 


yourself ruthlessly and are strict and —_ approval before acting. 


stringent with other people. You are 


Synastry 


HE FOREGOING interpretations can also be used in synastry (analyzing a 

relationship by comparing horoscopes). Here, the natives who have planets 
in their natal charts conjunct your North Node will appear to you as if they had 
those planets conjunct the North Node in their own charts. They will be people 
who encourage you, accept you for who you are, and respect your feelings and 
space. They are the people you instinctively trust and open up to. 

Conversely, the natives who have natal planets conjunct your South Node 
will appear to you as if they had those planets conjunct the South Node in their 
own charts. They will tend to be manipulative, exploitative, distant, and un- 
sympathetic. These relationships are jarring rather than soothing; you can't re- 
ally connect with these people because there's too much suspicion, defensive- 
Ness, Or one-upmanship going on. 

For example, in Prince Charles' natal horoscope, his North Node conjoins 
the Moon and his South Node conjoins Mercury, so (judging just from his own 
chart) he is natural, relaxed, comfortable within himself and with other people; 
and yet at the same time he is a bit of a know-it-all: astute, yet curt and auto- 
cratic. 

In Princess Diana's natal horoscope her North Node conjoins Mars and 
Uranus and her South Node conjoins the Moon, so (judging just from her own 
chart) she is bold, decisive and determined; also mentally clear and capable of 
penetrating insight. However, at the same time, she is huffy, pouty, and easily 
offended. 

So much for the natal situation. Form the point of view of synastry, Prince 
Charles’ South Node falls on Princess Diana's Neptune, so to him she seems 
secretive, suspicious, unrealistic, and disinclined to talk openly about what 
she's really feeling. At the same time, her North Node widely (7°) conjoins his 
Saturn, so to her he seems staunch, composed, collected, and ultimately accept- 
ing of her. 

By paying close attention to the points where our Nodes contact the charts of 
other people we can get beneath surface images and expectations, and under- 
stand the true karmic lessons we seek to learn from the people we know. 
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Rectification of the 
United States’ Chart 


Part I: The Rising Sign 


by BARBARA KOVAL, D.F.Astrol.S 


This is the first of a trio of 
articles on the rectification of 
the United States' chart. It was 
previously published some time 
ago in Volume V number 3 of 
Considerations. The present 
version corrects and revises the 
original article. It is repro- 
duced here as many readers 
may not have seen it. 

The other two parts have not 
previously been published. 
These will appear in the next 
issues of this magazine. 
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N JULY 4, 1776 the Second 

Continental Congress of the 

thirteen American colonies 
formally endorsed the Declaration of 
Independence. Until that day the 
ongoing hostilities were merely a 
civil war, not acts of a potentially 
new and separate nation. Although 
traditional horary rules would choose 
the signing of the document over the 
endorsement, our calculations are not 
more valid nor our minds more acute 
than the group of people who wit- 
nessed and the millions of people 
who have celebrated this event as the 
birth of these United States. 

We may not have been operating 
as an independent country. We may 
not have been recognized as inde- 
pendent. We may have had to fight 
for our independent identity, but be- 
cause we won that fight, we can trace 
our origins back to that fortuitous 
day. 

For the astrologer the nagging 
question is the time of day. Because 
there are no records of the time, rec- 
tification is our only recourse. Vali- 
dation of that rectification is our 
primary challenge. 

The fundamental requirements of a 
valid rectification are: 


1. The chart must describe the event, 
the people and their motivations, 
as well as the continuing charac- 
ter, beliefs and politics of the na- 
tion. It must do so in the context 
of the material reality of the day 
and of the material reality of the 
future and present time. Although 
we may use the outer planets in 
1776, as there is no proof they 
didn't exist, we cannot use them 
in modern terms. Pluto could be 
an atom bomb today. It would 
mean death by other means two 
hundred years ago. Because these 
planets were not known in coloni- 
al times, they are likely to indicate 
not fully conscious motivations 
and potentials that could neither 
be foreseen nor understood. 


2. The chart must con- 
form to the mathemat- 
ical strictures of direc- 
tions. Part Two will 
test the chart against 
both Primary Arc and 
Solar Arc directions. 
Scientific astrologers get caught 
up in the mathematics and seem to 
think that numbers are sufficient. 
Several different Ascendants, par- 
ticularly those in the same mode, 
often produce mathematically 
workable directions. 

Numbers lie. 


3. The chart must describe the ever 
changing backgrounds and condi- 
tions against which events occur. 
These are defined by the much 
wider orbs of Secondary Progres- 
sions and Transits through the 
Houses. Too often we get caught 
up in events and forget the condi- 
tions that hold these events in pa- 
rentheses of time. We do not live 
point to point. We live by devel- 
oping event to developed event. 
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To satisfy all three requirements 
we will examine the historical and 
present day meaning of the natal 
chart; the fate line of the directions; 
the free will line of the progressions; 
and the environmental context of 
transits and mundane configurations. 


ISTORICAL NECESSITY. 

We know that the vote to de- 
clare independence was taken on July 
2nd, a Tuesday, probably late in the 
afternoon’. We know that the Decla- 
ration itself was signed on August 
2nd’. Therefore, July 4th represents 
the birth of the document in its final 
written form and its formal endorse- 
ment by the Continental Congress. 

Meetings began at 9 A.M. and 
probably adjourned around supper 
time, which could be 
anywhere from 5 to 7 
P.M. July 4th was a 
Thurs-day’. 

We often forget that 
there were no typewriters 
in 1776. The Declaration 
was written in ink with a 
quill pen on parchment. Consider 
how long it might take to get an error 
free copy, to make some necessary 
changes in the wording, and have 
them approved. 

The notion that our founding fa- 
thers finally came to frantic and ex- 
hausted vote at 2 A.M. that Thursday 
morning simply does now square 
with custom or fact. 

Night meetings would have been 
costly and dim. With no electricity, 
their only light was candles and oil 
lamps. They obviously convened this 
time of year to give them maximum 
daylight hours so they could get back 
to their farms and trades. The busi- 
ness had to be concluded in as short a 
time as possible because for many of 
the delegates the trip to Philadelphia 
was as time consuming, as disruptive, 
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and as costly as a trip to China today. 

The document was written on 
Wednesday, part perhaps on Thurs- 
day morning, and the formal appro- 
val took place after all the delegates 
had the opportunity to read it in its 
final form. 

We can safely conclude that the 
Declaration was endorsed during the 
daylight hours of July 4th, most like- 
ly after noon. 


ETTING THE SIGN. 

The name of the chart of the 
United States is The Declaration of 
Independence. We can expect the I" 
House will have either a mutable or 
air sign cusp and/or contain a com- 
municating planet: Mercury, Jupiter, 
Uranus, or Neptune. 

The hours of 
darkness elim- 
inate Mercury 
and Jupiter in 
Cancer and 
Uranus in Gem- 
ini. Darkness 
also eliminates 
Pisces and 
Aquarius. 

We are left 
with Libra, 
Neptune in 
Virgo, and Sag- 
ittarius as the 
only logical 
possibilities. 

Libra is questionable on two 
grounds. Early Libra contains Saturn, 
which indicates a conservative and 
cautious crowd. It also suggests a 
country which is very formal and 
structured, hardly a picture of the 
U.S. of A. Late Libra is equally 
problematical because it places Ca- 
pricorn on the IV" of natural re- 
sources and land, and inhabits it with 
Pluto. We do not nor have we ever 
had limited natural resources. We 
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continued to expand into the twen- 
tieth century. 

Virgo rising gives us Sagittarius on 
the IV", perfect for the abundance of 
our agriculture and our expansionist 
tendencies, but it places Mars, with 
or without Uranus, in Gemini on the 
X" of government and king. Uranus 
in Gemini fits the mentally incompe- 
tent George ITI, but the government 
of the mother country was not quite 
as hostile or erratic as those planets 
would indicate. In fact, England had 
backed down on all hated taxes, ex- 
cept those on tea. 

Virgo rising also posed another 
problem. The colonists won the war. 
It is unlikely that a faction ruled by a 
retrograde Mercury and designated 

by Neptune in 
sign ruled by 

Jupiter in its 

exaltation --- 
Pisces is on the 

house of open 
enemies. Nep- 

tune in the I* 
would add even 
more confusion 
and disarray to 
our already dif- 

ficult begin- 
nings and 
would have 
filled our ranks 
with traitors 
and spies. Vir- 
go rising is a chart where everybody 
would lose. 

Only Sagittarius remains. History 
has shown that, contrary to the word- 
ing of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, the British government and its 
king were stupid, inept, and greedy 
rather than despotic. Contrary to the 
grand moralisms of the Declaration, 
the rebellion began over what the 
colonists considered excessive taxa- 
tion. "Taxation without representa- 


tion is tyranny." 

Neptune in Virgo in the X" and the 
stellium in the VIII" in Cancer repre- 
sent a colonial system where the 
mother country is making rules and 
regulations from afar and insisting on 
intolerable controls on trade and capi- 
tal, and excessive taxation. VIII" is 
taxation. Pluto, the taxing planet, is 
in the II"*. Ruler of the II** is in the 
XI" of Parliament, which controls the 
money and sends it into the Treasury, 
ruler of XI" in VIII". 

Unlike Neptune in Virgo in the I*, 
which would distort the truth with 
selective facts and evasions, Sagittar- 
ius on the I* colors the truth with a 
high moral purpose, God-given rights 
(Sun conjunct the ruling Jupiter), and 
freedom and justice for all (ruler of 
the I* conjunct ruler of the IX": the 
people are law). 

Pisces on the IV" gives us an 
abundance of territory and the ability 
to expand indefinitely. Jupiter, the 
ruler of the IC, exalted in Cancer 
gives us bountiful harvests, and the 
co-ruling Neptune in the X" gives us 
fame for the bounty of the land. The 
ruler of the IV" in the VIII" also 
suggests that the land was owned by 
somebody else and that the native 
population was killed off and/or re- 
sponsible for many deaths among the 
settlers. 

With Sagittarius rising, Mercury 
rules both the X" of government and 
the VII" of open enemies. With an 
Ascendant ruled by an exalted Jupiter 
and an enemy ruled by a retrograde 
Mercury in a sign where he has no 
dignity, the colonists would prevail. 


ROPICAL VS. SIDEREAL. 

One reason for the long-standing 
attachment to the Gemini-rising chart 
is the traditional assignment of Gemi- 
ni to the United States. We were, 
indeed, born in the constellation 
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Gemini. To acknowledge the sidereal 
accuracy in no way diminishes the 
tropical reality. Although not a major 
consideration in this discussion, the 
Scorpio-rising sidereal chart is an 
even more telling representation of 
the grievances enunciated in the Dec- 
laration; the oppression, the killing, 
the denial of power, the despotism, 
and the hated taxation. All but the 
very early degrees of tropical Sagit- 
tarius produce a Virgo MC on the 
sidereal chart. Ruling Mars is square 
the MC, still ruled by a retrograde 
Mercury. Mercury is opposed by the 
co-ruling Pluto. The Moon remains 
in rebellious Aquarius, obsessed with 
freedom, and the Gemini stellium 
now reinforces that the event was a 
document. A tropical Virgo timing, 
would produce a sidereal Leo As- 
cendant, and a crop-killing Scorpio 
on the Iv". 

A Sagittarius-rising time works in 
either the tropical or sidereal sys- 
tems. It fits historical facts. 


HE COLONIAL SYSTEM. 

Sagittarius-generated houses re- 
flect the social, political and econom- 
ic realities of the thirteen colonies. A 
colony is part of an economic system 
whereby the colony exports raw ma- 
terials to the mother country and buys 
back manufactured goods. (If you 
have a sly suspicion that we've never 
quite overcome that role, you're 
right. The current trade deficit is just 
another manifestation of our natal 
import-export imbalance.) 

The American colonies could trade 
with only Britain or her other posses- 
sions and could use only British 
ships. Although the colonies had lo- 
cal governments, which could meet 
and pass laws, they were appointed 
by and subservient to the Crown and 
Parliament, and could not tax. The 
colonies had no currency of their 
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House Interpretations in the Analyses of Countries 


VI 


Vill 


XI 


XII 


The people as a whole, how they look and act, the national 
identity. 


Personal wealth, articles of intrinsic value, coins, and banks. 
Domestic trade, exports, documents, transportation, schools. 


The land mass, natural resources, living conditions, native 
population. 


Recreation, speculation, and children. The House of 


Representatives as the offspring of the people by popular vote. 


The workers: agriculture, manufacturing, service people, 
including police and military, also health and those who 
provide health care. 


Allies, open enemies, trading partners, and the rebel elements. 


Jointly-held resources such as stocks and bonds, public funds, 
taxes, and debt. The Treasury. 


The law, the religion, the philosophy. The Supreme Court. 
Imports. 


The government in general. The president in particular. 
The status and esteem in which the country is held, what it is 
famous for. 


The money that belongs to the government. The Congress or 
Parliament in general. In the U.S., the Senate in particular as 
the body that represents the states. Group organizations: 


corporations, clubs, lobbies, and all people organized in groups. 


The bureaucracy, the publications of government; institutions 
such as hospitals and jails. Also the criminal element and the 
spy network. 


30 


own, and were forced to barter, trade 
with very scarce gold and silver, or 
use foreign currency. 

Planetary positions and house ru- 
lerships in the Sagittarius chart cor- 
rectly delineate this system of domi- 
nance and control. The raw materials 
of the Pisces IV" have one ruler, 
Neptune, in the X" of government 
control, and the other ruler, Jupiter, 
in the VIII" of other people's money, 
in Cancer, the sign of the Mother 
Country, conjunct the Sun, the king. 
The Jupiter-Sun conjunction also il- 
lustrates that our raw materials are 
transformed into our imports, Leo on 
the importing IX". They benefit and 
become the Property of our trading 
partners (II"° from VII" of Gemini, 
our brother and sister colonies) and 
the government (Treasury = VIII"). 

Capricorn, on the II"® of personal 
wealth and our possessions, is ruled 
by Saturn posited in the 
XI" of Parliament, the 
TI house from the X"™ of 
government. Either way, 
the government controls 
and limits our personal 
wealth. With Pluto in the 
11"? we are taxed to 
death, and our money 
(coin) is other people's 
money, too. The III of 
paper currency is still ruled by 
Aquarian Saturn, and is still foreign 
and controlled. The co-ruler, Uranus, 
is in the VII" of our trading partners 
and open enemies. 

The Sagittarius chart is about law, 
about excessive taxation and the lack 
of control over the disposition of 
one's goods and resources. The par- 
ent country, Cancer, has almost total 
control and domination over every 
aspect of life: over Jupiter controlling 
the I* and IV"; over the Sun of the 
IX" of law and imports; over Venus, 
the XI" of corporations and colonial 
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government finances, and the VI" of 
labor, army and police. To make 
matters worse that Mother is in 
Aquarius far across the sea, and void- 
of-course, being out of touch with 
and totally indifferent to the needs of 
her child. 

If we read this chart with respect to 
the Mother Country vis-a-vis the co- 
lonial government, we see it is weak 
and scattered (Neptune in Virgo in 
the X""), has no money (Saturn in II" 
of the X"), is controlled by hostile 
and indifferent Mars and Uranus in 
the X" from the X", and it is subor- 
dinated to parental demands (ruling 
Mercury in Cancer). 

The heavily tenanted VIII" house 
represents the greatest peril the colo- 
nists felt themselves to be in. The 
Declaration of Independence is a reci- 
tal of the grievances and assaults per- 
petuated on the colonists by their 
once native land. Ina 
word, the colonists want- 
ed King, Mother Coun- 
try, money policies, and 
overseas people, dead. 
4 They wanted the people 
to be king and the people 
to be Law (Jupiter con- 
junct Sun), a perfect de- 
lineation of democracy. 
They wanted to prosper 
through their own natural resources. 
They wanted to be free of the restric- 
tive rules, regulations, and trade po- 
licies (Saturn) that prevented their 
economic growth (Saturn squares the 
Sun, Jupiter, Venus and, by collec- 
tion of light, Mercury, too). They 
wanted to be free of their enemies, 
Uranus conjunct the VII", and of 
their brother and sister colonies. 

In the ironic way that astrology 
often tells us more than we care to 
know, this Sagittarius chart not only 
delineates the original religious moti- 
vations of the colonists, but the puri- 
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tanism, work ethic, and theocratic 
tendencies of the original settlers. It 
reveals us as a nation of immigrants 
who expropriated the lands of the 
original inhabitants (Neptune in Vir- 
go in the X", Jupiter in the VIII"). 
As we pushed into the continent and 
made the natives our "neighbors", we 
remained locked in perpetual and 
continual battles with these "foreign- 
ers" who had lived here first. (Since 
the IV" represents the people who 
originally held the land, we see clear- 
ly the persistent Piscean misnomer 
for them: "Indian" .) 

Since autocratic control is a hall- 
mark of this chart, it is quite possible 
that we will eventually evolve into a 
government-controlled welfare state 
(Neptune in Virgo in the X"), domi- 
nated by an army of victims, who 
perpetually press for rights without 
responsibilities (Jupiter conjunct a 
Sun that squares, and therefore 
fights, Saturn). When a combative 
chart loses its external enemies, it 
often becomes what it fights and 
fears. 


HE CONTINUING VALIDITY 

Any foreigner will tell you that 
we are preachy, often pompous, 
friendly, clumsy, rough, sometimes 
naive, and usually generous -- Sagit- 
tarius to a T. Fascinated by foreign- 
ers, we love to travel, often send our 
tax money abroad, buy a lot of wea- 
pons, and see ourselves as the univer- 
sal defender and protector of democ- 
racy, freedom and equality: the Sagit- 
tarius aided and abetted by the Aquar- 
ian Moon in the III" of exports and 
talk. 

We have a government composed 
of three ruling bodies: the Leo IX" of 
the Supreme Court, the usual X"" of 
the Executive, and the normally gov- 
erning Saturn in the XI" of Congress. 
Since our original purpose was to 


eliminate any threat of despotism and 
to create a system of checks and bal- 
ances, we have a Sun that rules the 
Judiciary checked by the Saturn of 
Congress, and vice versa. The same 
square eliminates the possibility of a 
king. The Executive is further weak- 
ened by the Neptune and the retro- 
grade Mercury ruler, which is op- 
posed by Pluto. This configuration 
creates martyr presidents and assassi- 
nations, and assures that one way or 
another no government or president is 
going to last very long. 

Despite our rather hypocritical 
Sagittarian denunciation of greed, we 
are a nation obsessed with getting and 
spending (Pluto in the I") and load- 
ed with national and personal debt. 
Our wealth is either channeled into 
corporations through purchases and 
stocks (Saturn, ruling II" and II", in 
XI'*, and its ruler, Venus, in the 
VIII"), which is returned through 
dividends and wages (Pluto in the 
II, Mars in the II" from the VI" of 
workers) and through consumerism 
and trade (Moon in III" with Uranus, 
ruler of II, in the VII" house of the 
wages of workers). The other option 
for the movement of wealth is by 
government redistribution with the 
taxing Pluto in the 1 and Saturn its 
ruler in the XI" of Government mon- 
ey, and into the Treasury (VIII" of 
jointly owned public funds) to come 
back into circulation through humani- 
tarian spending (Moon, ruler of vi" 
in Aquarius)’. Whether under corpo- 
rate or government control, the mon- 
ey in circulation (III) goes out to 
our trading partners and enemies 
(Uranus in the VII"). It's no wonder 
we have a trade deficit. It's no sur- 
prise that we helped pay for the re- 
covery of Germany and Japan. 

This chart perfectly delineates the 
tremendous amount of public funds 
that have been spent on transporta- 


tion, its building, regulation,. imple- 
mentation and maintenance. The gov- 
ernment financed canals, railroads, 
highways, airplane development and 
space travel -- Moon in Aquarius in 
the I. 

Because this chart took form in the 
middle of a war, the military will 
ever be a dominant force, even 
though we raise a Cancerian cry for 
peace. A Cancer nation with Mars in 
the VII" will always be afraid of at- 
tack. Defense and security are em- 
bedded in the American heart. Ve- 
nus, which rules the military VI", is 
conjunct Jupiter and the Sun. Violent 
Scorpio, which rules the bureaucracy 
XII" and echoes the strong VIII' 
house, takes a large Plutonian bite 
out of the citizen's purse and gives it 
back as disaster relief and welfare, 
which began out of a desire to protect 
children who were the result of sexu- 
al irresponsibility. 

We are famous (X"") for our religi- 
ous idealism. We are famous for our 
natural resources, for our manufac- 
turing, and for the workers who pro- 
duce our products, though the latter 
two are presently tainted in a typical- 
ly Neptunian way. We are infamous 
for our slaves and a mecca for the 
helpless and hopeless throughout the 
world. We were preeminent in film. 
We are preeminent in garbage, and 
sadly awash with drugs. Jupiter in 
Cancer in the VIII" is fast food de- 
bris; Neptune in Virgo in the X" is 
toxic waste. 

The Sagittarius chart describes our 
present economic reality: the over- 
whelming national debt and the in- 
creasingly heavy taxation. Our gov- 
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ernment has wonderful visions of 
how to spend money. Nobody knows 
how to accumulate or conserve it. 
Government and citizenry are tangled 
in eely nets of debt: a mortgaged citi- 
zenry (Pluto in II™); an inflating gov- 
ernment (Neptune in X" and the stell- 
ium in the VIII"); and a Treasury and 
stock system that sends it all abroad 
(ruler of the VIII" in the III" of ex- 
ports, ruler of the ITI in the VII") or 
is constantly pumping the consumer 
to consume (Moon in the III of 
domestic exchange) or laying a guilt 
trip on its people to be mother to the 
world, to the disenfranchised, to the 
homeless, to the rebels, the misfits, 
and those who have no respect for 
law (Aquarius). The citizen survives 
by going into debt, going into busi- 
ness for himself, investing in stocks, 
living off the government dole, or 
prospering in the underground econ- 
omy (all Pluto in the Capricorn II"), 

Because the founding fathers 
wished to debilitate the central gov- 
ernment and the presidency, our Nep- 
tunian executives have had to create 
power through the establishment of a 
massive bureaucracy, predicated on 
war, disaster, fear and death (Pluto 
ruling the XII"), 

In colonial times Neptune repre- 
sented religion, natural wealth, and a 
weak and incompetent government. 
Today Neptune is drugs, debt, toxic 
waste, and bureaucratic waste. What 
hasn't changed is victimization: the 
victimization of the colonists who 
were outraged by their lack of free- 
dom; the modern victimization of 
anyone who sees someone with more 
than he. 
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HE CHART AS AN EVENT. 

If you still aren't convinced by 
the Sagittarius rising chart, remember 
that every chart is an event. The Sun 
tells the nature of the event. Sun in 
the VIII" tells us that the event is 
about taxes and death. Sun conjunct 
Jupiter and Venus in Cancer, that it is 
about law, money, safety, and 
homes. (One of the final straws for 
the colonists was the demand that the 
soldiers ordered to stifle the revolu- 
tion were to be quartered in colonis- 
ts's homes at colonists’ expense.) 

The Moon tells us what the action 
is. The action is a document about 
freedom and rebellion. The Moon is 
in Aquarius in the III. 

The Ascendant corroborates and 
reinforces these two. Sagittarius indi- 
cates a communication about law and 
freedom, whose ruler is in the VIII" 
house of taxes and death. Qd 


Notes 


1. See Julian Armistead's “July 2, 1776, Part 
II" in NCGR Journal, Winter 1986-87, 
pages 64-65. The separately issued mono- 
graph may not have all the excellent his- 
torical data of the original article. 


2. Historical dates are taken from Arthur M. 
Schlesinger Jr. The Almanac of American 
History, NY: Perigee Books, 1983. 


3. In the previous version of this article it was 
erroncously stated that July 4th, 1776 was 
a Monday. 


4. The two options of how the government 
can manage and circulate wealth clearly 
identify the contrasting policies of the 
Republican and Democrat parties. 


---Editor. 
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The Effect of Jupiter 


In July, 1992 Jupiter's gravity seems to have torn apart the Comet 
Shoemaker-Levy, breaking it up into some 20 icy fragments that now 
line up in the night sky like pearls on a string. 

As the velocity of these fragments is not enough to allow them to 
escape the planet, on or about July 22 1994, the remnants are expected 
to crash into the Jovian atmosphere at a speed of 60 kilometers a second. 
The bigger pieces, which may measure some 10 kilometers across, are 
likely to create a cataclysm so powerful it will rival the impact suspected 
of wiping out the dinosaurs on Earth. It may create a lasting disturbance 
similar to Jupiter's Great Red Spot. 

Dust created by the explosions is predicted to temporarily increase the 
amount of sunlight reflected by Jupiter. The planet will be more visible. 

Is astrology a physical phenomena, as advocates of Experiential 
Astrology and others claim? If so, July 1994 could be a remarkable time. 

Jupiter will be in the 6th degree of Scorpio. 

In mid-July 1992 Jupiter was at 12° Virgo. On the expected day of the 
comet's demise, this is the position of Venus, exactly opposing Saturn. It 
is also the Jupiter/Mars midpoint. 
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Wa E ARE SO USED to the 
Nd twelve-fold solar astrology 

that we forget there is anoth- 
er, older, thirteen-fold astrology 
based on the Moon. 

The period from New Moon to 
New Moon is approximately twenty- 
eight days and this number divides 
almost exactly into 365 days, produc- 
ing thirteen months with one day left 
over, but the Celts and other ancient 
peoples did not need to worry about 
the extra day even though they knew 
about it. Their calender was the sky, 
and they needed only to look at the 
phase of the Moon in order to know 
whether it was the beginning, the 
middle or the end of the month. The 
people were also more cunning re- 
garding their rural environment than 
we are today. They knew which tree 
came into flower in which month and 
which bird could be seen in their 
neighborhood. 

It is probable that the Celtic 
months began on movable dates, just 
as our Easter continues to do. As a 
new month would have been rec- 
ognized by a New Moon so a particu- 
lar month would have begun on a dif- 
ferent date, from year to year, if 
measured by our calenders. Howev- 
er, we know the approximate periods 
for each Celtic month and, for our 
tidy solar purpose, we can set them 
for specific dates and project them 
onto the 360° circle. 

The Celts began their year on what 
is now the Ist of November which 
falls in the first quarter of their 
month Ngetal (meaning Reed). All 


Considerations VIII:4 


Zodiac of Trees 


by CATHERINE GILL 


their festivals occurred part way 
through the month and it is easy to 
understand why. Knowing that Ld 
Samhain (the festival of the dead, and 
our Hallowe'en) should fall in the 
month of the Reed, the elders could 
tell their people that the feast would 
occur, for example, four days after 
the New Moon and because the peo- 
ple were constantly in touch with 
their surroundings, including the sky, 
everyone knew when that would be. 

There were four festivals of this 
kind. Imbolic in Luis, the month of 
the Rowan (our February and Can- 
dlemas), Lé Bealtane in Saille, the 
month of the Willow (our May Day), 
Lugnassadh in Tinne, the month of 
the Holly (our Harvest Festival), and 
Lé Samhain mentioned above. 

Four other days were marked, the 
equinoxes and solstices, and for these 
the people would have needed a more 
sophisticated method of telling the 
time than the phases of the Moon. 
They made use of the stone circles 
which, in certain parts of Europe like 
Aberdeenshire in Scotland, are still 
so numerous it seems likely every set- 
tlement had its own. 

The summer solstice was particu- 
larly important because it marked the 
time, symbolic or otherwise, of burn- 
ing the king in sacrifice. In the Celtic 
calendar, the summer solstice occurs 
in Oak (Duir) and the winter solstice 
falls in Elder (Ruis). The spring and 
autumn equinoxes occur in Alder 
(Fearn) and Vine (Muin) respective- 
ly, and these, plus the solstices, had 
other trees associated with them 
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which are not part of the thirteen- 
month year. Yet they are part of the 
ogham or tree alphabet used by the 
Celts, of which there were originally 
twenty letters, and again we can 
place them on the 360° circle. 
Ancient though the ogham alphabet 
is, the system of equating lunar 
months with trees is far older, and, 
by the time the alphabet was intro- 
duced, the people seem to have 
moved the beginning of their year to 
the month of Birch (Beth) which 
straddles the end of December and 
the beginning of January in our cal- 
ender. This suggests that, by then, 
the Celts were starting their year at 
the winter solstice. Also, they were 
probably influenced in the choice of a 
first letter for their alphabet by peo- 
ples further south in Europe and the 
Middle East whose alphabets began 
with A, followed by B, but the Celts 
retained their system of separate 
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vowels, clumped together at the end 
of the ogham alphabet, rather than 
interspersed within it. 


ITH THE KNOWLEDGE that 

thirteen trees relate to months 
and four trees relate to the equinoxes 
and solstices, it is not difficult to see 
that the remaining trees of the origi- 
nal alphabet relate to three of the four 
festivals. One festival does not appear 
to have been catered for, yet there is 
another tree which was very import- 
ant to the Celts. This is the Mistletoe 
(Uchelwydd) which does not have a 
letter associated with it. There have 
been suggestions that the Celts gave 
the Mistletoe to the solitary remain- 
ing day of the year and the 23rd De- 
cember has been considered, hence it 
is appropriate to connect this tree 
with the winter solstice. All twenty- 
one trees can now be projected onto a 
360° circle. 


Heather, 3° 


Figure 1: Celtic Tree months related to 360° 
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All that is needed now is the absolute longitude for each division, and the 


planets can then be positioned onto the chart. 


Reed Negetal 214-241° 


Yew Tubhar 220° 


Elder Ruis 242-269° 


Mistletoe Uchelwydd 270° 


Birch Beth 271-298° 


Rowan Luis 299-326° 


Gorse Ohn 310° 


Ash Nion 327-354° 


Alder Fearn 355-22° 


Elm Ailm 0° 


Preservation, protection, 
containment, flexibility, 
adaptability. 


Lé Samhain. Unity of death and 
life; resists corruption, rebirth. 


Brings disease and death but 
also protects and heals; 
timelessness. 


Winter solstice. Merging the 
old with the new, and like with 
unlike. 


Cleansing, clearing away 
unfinished business and debts; 
new beginnings. 


Development of psychic powers 
and protection from psychic 
attack; also the reverse. 


Imbolic. Continuous fertility, 
obviousness, hence may be a 
stain or blemish as well as an 
object of pleasant attraction. 


Enlightenment, power to 
unlock the future; protection 
against drowning. 


Plays tricks, protection in 
conflicts, thrives in and resists 
water. 


Spring equinox. Ability to rise 
above and to see things with 
higher perception; birth and 


regeneration. | 
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HE BIRTH CHART can be used 

in the same way for progres- 
sions, transits, etc. as a chart with a 
conventional zodiac, but each tree 
has different meanings from the signs 
we are uSed to and there are no 
houses. The solstices and equinoxes 
fall in conventional Cardinal Signs of 
course, and it may be noticed that the 
celtic festivals fall in Fixed Signs. 

As an example of using the Zodiac 
of Trees I have chosen Marilyn Mon- 
roe whose Sun and Mercury fall in 
Hawthorn, which is greatly sugges- 
tive of her absent father and the strict 
Christian fundamentalist upbringing 
she received in the family where her 
mother placed her. It is an interesting 
coincidence that the small town 
where she spent her childhood was 
called Hawthorn. 


Apart from the conjunction with 
the Sun, Mercury makes no aspects, 
indicating that mentally Marilyn had 
to rely upon herself, and her Sun has 
only one major aspect to connect it 
with the rest of the chart. 

Usually a trine from the Sun to the 
Moon denotes a person's good rap- 
port with his or her mother, but Mar- 
ilyn's Moon is in Rowan, an ogham 
associated with psychic powers and 
psychic attack, and although this con- 
figuration could be interpreted as 
denoting a supportive mother who 
helped to develop her child's poten- 
tial, in Marilyn's case her mother 
rejected her and allowed her to be 
brought up in another family, even 
though she did not desert her alto- 
gether. The trine merely facilitates 
Marilyn's propensity to be thrown 


Figure 2: Marilyn Monroe. Chart erected for 12:00 UT on June Ist, 1926. 
Los Angeles, 34N00 118W10. 
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7. Willow Saille 23-49° 
Blackthorn Straif 40° 
8. Hawthorn Huath 50-76° 
9. Oak Diur T7-102° 
Heather Ur 90° 
10. Holly Tinne —_103-129° 
Apple Quert 130° 
ll. Hazel Coll 131-157° 
12. Vine Muin 158-185° 
Aspen Eadha 180° 
13. Ivy Gort 186-213° 
iL 


Enchantment, linking, harmony, 
amenability; thrives in water 
and gives protection against 
dampness. 


Lé Beltaine. Strife, defense, 
power and strength. 


Frugality, scarcity, stocks 
running low, chastity, 
punishment. 


Enlightenment, sacrifice, 
endurance, triumph, strength, 
mystery, invisibility, doors. 


Summer solstice. Freshness, 
healing, luck. 


The archetypical man; 
fatherhood, strength and 
power. 


Questing, seeking, immortality, 
eternity. 


Delimiting, shielding, wisdom, 
finding things out, attraction to 
water. 


Ability to range over a wide 
area and to gather things 
together; assimilation, joy, 
exhilaration; wrath. 


Autumn equinox. Healing, 
shielding, hiding. 


Archetypical woman; 
motherhood; change necessary 
for growth; scarcity, 
transformation and 

resurrection; the requirement for 
all things to be related to the 
Earth. 
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back on herself, a situation which is 
exacerbated by the opposition of Nep- 
tune to the Moon and Jupiter. 

Neptune is in Hazel which offers 
wisdom but also limits, and because 
this ogham has an affinity with water, 
Neptune is very powerful here. All 
the planet's attributes are magnified, 
making Neptune one of the dominant 
planets in the chart. 

Along with Neptune, the Moon is 
part of a T-square with Saturn in 
Reed suggesting that the Moon- 
Neptune opposition will be resolved 
through flexibility and adaptability, 
and Marilyn was an extremely adapt- 
able person. But her unique talent as 
a sex symbol is shown by her Venus 
in Willow, trine Neptune. Willow in- 
dicates enchantment and amenability, 
and Venus is particularly happy here. 
Venus' strength in Willow enables 


the planet to return Neptune's mag- 
nification instead of being crushed by 
it, as is the case with the Moon in 
Rowan. The two moist planets, Ve- 
nus and Neptune, were able to coop- 
erate to produce a goddess borne on 
the silver screen. 

Of her other planets, Mars in Ash 
unlocks the future and, although Mar- 
ilyn Monroe is dead, her films and 
her fame continues. Mars trines Pluto 
in Oak and Saturn in Reed, all three 
oghams expressing endurance. 
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The Septenary 


by KEN GILLMAN 


References to the Septenary by 
Jack Nicholls, Margaret Mil- 
lard and others in recent arti- 
cles have prompted new sub- 
scribers to ask for an explana- 
tion. 

So, on this tenth anniversary 
of the first appearance of both 
the magazine and my introduc- 
tion to the Septenary, let's be- 
gin at the beginning... 


HE WRITER was born in a 
country in which the moment 
of a child's birth is rarely re- 


corded; birth certificates state the day 
but not the time, exceptions being 
royal or multiple births. To under- 
stand and to predict the future for 
himself and for clients, many of 
whom knew only their day of birth, 
he devised several methods that early 
Persian astrologers would have 
termed alfridaries. In combination, 
these enable the happenings within a 
person's life to be accurately timed 
and described. The exact time of 
birth is not required, these alfridarian 
methods easily define and then use a 
sufficiently adequate approximation. 

These predictive methods were 
discovered over a twenty-year period, 
beginning in the early 1960's, in a 
study of the methodology used by 
early astrologers. 

The Septenary was first described 
in this magazine in 1983'. Another 
alfridary technique, yet unpublished 
(like most of these adaptions), was 
referenced by Harvey and Nicholls in 
their excellent revue article on effec- 
tive rectification techniques”. It ena- 
bles the astrologer to identify whether 
a birth occurred in the daytime or 
during the night. Harvey and 
Nicholls report that they have "used 
it many times without a failure," an 
accolade rarely applied to any item in 
the astrologer's paraphernalia. Actu- 
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ally, the full method does much more 
than simply discriminate between a 
nocturnal and diurnal births. 

These alfridaries are important 
tools. They allow the astrologer to 
easily view, understand, and date the 
complete sequence of meaningful 
happenings in a life. Both growth and 
dissolution patterns can be clearly 
observed. No complex computation is 
necessary; there is no need to refer to 
an ephemerides for transits, no ne- 
cessity to compute progressions; all 
is easily achieved from a visual ex- 
amination of the chart wheel that con- 
tains the planetary positions at birth. 

These methods have been fully 
tested by several astrologers on many 
charts over the past two decades. The 
methods have held up. They work. 

Four such alfridaries will be de- 
scribed in the present series of arti- 
cles. Each is a part of a complete 
forecasting system. The writer intro- 
duced two of these in earlier issues of 
Considerations, the Septenary and the 
Decennium, but has not yet described 
the remaining two. 

We will commence with the Septe- 
nary. Since it was first described 
certain new and powerful facets of 
the technique have come to the 
writer's attention. These will be de- 
scribed here. We have also received 
many letters from subscribers who, 
after reading the description of Dr. 
Nicholls successful rectifications, 
have requested an explanation of the 
method. 


HE SEPTENARY is the simplest 

method known to the writer for 
understanding the growth of an indi- 
vidual and predicting the sequence of 
major events in the life. It is also an 
excellent tool for understanding how 
the different horoscopic components 
operate in relation to each other. 
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The method is as follows: 

First calculate the natal horoscope 
in the usual manner, relating the 
planets at the moment of birth? to the 
degree on the Ascendant. Next, note 
the sequence of the seven personal 
planets as they will come to the rising 
degree after birth. 

The seven personal planets are the 
Sun and Moon (termed planets here), 
Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and 
Saturn. No other bodies are used. 

Uranus, Neptune, Pluto, and any 
asteroid or body hypothesized by the 
different modern schools are not 
used. 

Only the geocentric positions of the 
seven personal planets are used; the 
heliocentric positions seem to be inef- 
fective. 

The natal horoscope is a snap-shot, 
the birth moment one of pause. It is 
the primal augenblick, that stills the 
continuous movement of the Earth; 
the revolving planets and expanding 
universes are halted, for just the 
briefest of split moments. The birth 
chart portrays the relationship bet- 
ween the planets and a single location 
on the Earth at the moment of a new 
birth. At this unique time the newly- 
born is exposed to an indelible im- 
pression of the nature and relative 
positions of the planets. Immediately 
thereafter movement continues, the 
universe expands yet further, provid- 
ing room for its latest inhabitant, the 
Earth continues her diurnal rotation, 
and each of the seven primary bodies 
in turn comes to rise in the eastern 
sky. As each body crosses the hori- 
zon, it takes over the direction, the 
pattern of growth and the coloring of 
the life of this newly born, for a pe- 
riod that lasts seven years. 

In the earlier description of the 
Septenary it was stated that a body 
within 5° of the Ascendant should be 
considered as still rising across the 


horizon. This included bodies that 
were located just above the Ascend- 
ant at birth. That statement is now 
believed to be incorrect. Subsequent 
observation suggests that the ascend- 
ing degree represents a clear line of 
demarcation. A body with less 
longitude than the Ascendant 
should be considered to have 
already risen. A body in such a 
position will not be the first 
body to rise after birth. 

In the horoscope of the Mo- 
handas K. Gandhi, illustrated at 
Figure 1, the seven personal 
planets rose after birth in the 
following sequence: 


first Mercury, then Venus, 
followed by Mars, then Saturn, 
next comes Jupiter, 
then the Moon, 
and last of all, the Sun. 


This sequence of rising is 
measured in longitude.* 

Mercury was the first planet 
to rise after Gandhi's birth. It did so 
within an hour of his birth. Mercury, 
by definition, directed the first seven 
years of Gandhi's life. 

Shortly thereafter on the birthday, 
the Earth's rotation caused the next 
planet, Venus, to rise in the east. 
Venus is the ruler of Gandhi's second 
septenary, the seven years that ended 
when he reached the age of fourteen. 

In a similar fashion, Mars, the 
third planet to rise after the birth, 
colored the 7-year period that ended 
when he became twenty-one. 

And so on. Saturn appeared next, 
the fourth in sequence, to rule the 
period between ages 21 and 28; then 
Jupiter, 28-35; then the Moon; and 
finally the body that had risen shortly 
before Gandhi's birth, the Sun, ap- 
peared again at the ascending degree 
nearly a full day after Gandhi's birth. 
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Fig. 1: Mohandas K. Gandhi 


02:29:48 UT, 2nd October 1869. 
Porbander, India: 21N38, 69E37. 
"3 ghatis & 12 palas after sunrise" 
The Voice of India, Feb 4, 1924. 


The Mahatma was born during the 
interval between sunrise and the ris- 
ing of Mercury. Mercury represents 
his future, it symbolizes the main 
purpose of his life. The body that 
rose last before the birth, the Sun 
here, indicates Gandhi's immediate 
past. 


HE INITIAL YEAR of each set 

of seven is entirely of the nature, 
defined in terms of its Zodiac posi- 
tion, original House location and as- 
pects”, of the planetary ruler of the 
septenary period. This year, the first 
of the seven, is invariably one of new 
beginnings, stimulated by and of the 
nature of the newly rising planet. 
The new impulse may initially occur 
internally, at a level below the per- 
sonal consciousness. As yet the new 
life direction exists only as a potential 
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which will have to be developed. 
Only later will the impetus for a 
change in life direction be seen to 
have occurred during this beginning 
year. There can be much emotional 
confusion this year, the life direction 
seeming strangely elusive and uncer- 
tain as new possibilities flitter among 
the nightly dreaming. Much depends 
on the planet that has now come to 
rule the septenary. 

When this is the Sun, the individu- 
al may become more impulsive than 
usual, he will wish to experiment, 
and there can be a new emotional in- 
tensity, a feeling of freedom and of 
new beginnings. Similar feel- 
ings often occur when Mars or 
Jupiter takes over the ruler- 
ship of the septenary. This 
year can be considered the 
Sunday of any year-week, 
irrespective of which body 
has become the new septe- 
nary ruler. 

The astrologer will be 
greatly aided in his inter- 
pretation of the effect of any septe- 
nary ruler and the meaning of seven 
years of its rulership, by erecting a 
chart with the ruling body at the As- 
cendant. 


HE SECOND year within each 

set of seven is described in terms 
of the ruling planet of the septenary 
coming, by direction, to the natal 
position of the first classical body it 
meets after rising above the eastern 
horizon, going in a clockwise direc- 
tion around the natal chart. 

In the previous year the septenary 
ruler was brought from below the 
Earth to the horizon. Now it is lifted 
yet further to the position of the clas- 
sical planet that rose immediately 
before it. 

The example of Gandhi will make 


this clear. His first year of life was 
characterized by Mercury rising in 
the east. His second year by Mer- 
cury, directed higher in the sky, com- 
ing to the position of his natal Sun. 
The new impulse of the previous year 
that was triggered by the rising of 
Gandhi's Mercury, now begins to ex- 
press itself more completely. 

The second year of Gandhi's life 
can therefore be described as Mer- 
cury coming, by direction, to con- 
junct the natal Sun: he will want to 
communicate, to articulate the truth 
as he knows it. 

Similarly, the twenty-third 
= year of Gandhi's life, which 
was the second year of his 
4th seven-year period, is 

typified by the ruler 

of the fourth septenary, 
Saturn, the fourth body 
to rise after birth, com- 
ing to the position of 
natal Mars, the first of 
the classical planets Saturn 
meets after rising. 

The new septenary ruler has en- 
countered the planet that ruled the 
previous 7-year period. The future is 
meeting up with the immediate past. 

Such an encounter, the new ruler 
meeting the ruler of the previous sep- 
tenary, automatically occurs in the 
second year of each septenary, ex- 
cluding the initial one (although some 
might say the planet that rose last 
prior to birth describes the immediate 
past life). 

Irrespective of the nature of the 
planets involved, this second year of 
the seven can be difficult. What was 
developed during the previous seven- 
year period does not always adapt to 
the direction in which the new life- 
impulse wishes to go. Expect there- 
fore to observe resistance from the 
past at ages 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 36, and 
43. The nature and intensity of this 
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Table 1: 


The First 49 Years 


The table details the age at which each of the planetary combinations 
occurred in Gandhi's life. 


Planet stimulated by septenary ruler 
SEPTENARY 
RULER ME SO LU JP SA MA VE 
Mercury o* 1 2 3 4 5 6 
Venus 8 9 0 2 % Fe 
Mars 16 17 18 19 20 14* 15 
Saturn 24 25 26 27° 21* 22 = 23 
Jupiter 32. 33) 340 28* 29 30 31 
Moon 40 41 35* 36 37 38 39 
Sun 48 42* 43 44 45 46 47 


—I 


In the above table, the planets in the left-hand column are listed in 
their order of rising, in a counter-clockwise direction. The listing of 
planetary abbreviations at the top of each age column from left to right, 
begins with the first planet to rise after birth (ME) and then gives each 
of the other bodies in turn, moving in a clockwise direction. 

The age at which each seven-year period begins is indicated by an *. 
This occurs at the youngest age within the row. The planet ruling the sep- 
tenary is then shown as stimulating itself (correctly it is then conjunct 
the Ascendant). This is the year when the influence of the septenary ruler 
is purest. 

Within the same row, the sequence of ages commence with the age 
marked by the *, then increases from left to right. If any bodies remain 
unallocated, the sequence of ages begins again from the left. 

The same sequence of planets occurs throughout, only the leading 
planet changes. 
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conflict depends on the two bodies 
involved and how they are related in 
the birth chart. The individual may 
become over cautious, even fearful, 
and try to avoid making the changes 
in life that are necessary if the new 
impulse (begun the previous year) is 
to be fulfilled. He is still only vague- 
ly aware of the new direction in his 
life. He may become overwhelmed 
by memories of the past, even para- 
lyzed by them. Psychological con- 
flicts and financial or social problems 
may arise at this time. Think of this 
year as the Monday of the year-week; 
irrespective of the planets involved, 
there will be some "Monday blues." 


S THE RULER continues to rise 
in a counterclockwise direction it 
will encounter the next classical plan- 
et in the third year of each septenary 
period. When Mercury was the sep- 
tenary ruler in Gandhi's chart, the 
next personal body it encountered 
after the Sun was the Moon. When 
Saturn was the septenary ruler it first 
came to Mars and then to Venus. 
This third year can be thought of 
as the Tuesday of each of the septe- 
nary year-weeks. It is of the nature of 
an archetypal Mars. The new trend 
that began two years earlier will now 
take on a definite form. How this 
happens is clearly defined by the di- 
rected conjunction that occurs this 
year. This should be an active time, 
the individual becoming more out- 
ward, yet this apparently positive 
approach to life may be accompanied 
by feelings of loneliness and inade- 
quacy. The new direction the life 
wants to go may seem unrealizable, 
one's means too few. This feeling of 
a lack of ability and resources can 
become very acute; yet with it there 
is often an intense internal pressure to 
go on, and opportunities to do so will 
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occur in his immediate environment. 
Despite the feelings of inadequacy 
that will be experienced in one way 
or another this year, it is in these 
twelve months that a clear definition 
is formed of the extent to which the 
septenary ruler will effect the life 
during this seven-year cycle. What is 
planned this year, what is imagined, 
and the clarity and detail of this pre- 
paration, sets the limits of what is 
possible. This Martian year is a kar- 
mic period; what is attended to in the 
third year of the seven will clearly 
bring a reaction in the sixth year of 
this same cycle. 


HE FOURTH year of the seven- 

year cycle is always of the nature 
of Mercury: a cross-roads. During 
the year at least one major choice 
will have to be made. This choice 
may be either conscious or uncon- 
scious, depending on the nature of 
the septenary ruler and the level of 
maturity of the individual. The ruler 
has now come to the third of the oth- 
er six classical bodies it will encount- 
er as it is directed around the wheel. 

For Gandhi, at age three, this was 
the year Mercury came to Jupiter. In 
the later Mars' septenary, at age sev- 
enteen the directed ruler came to the 
Sun. 

Mercury is the planet of choices, 
and this fourth year can be consid- 
ered the Wednesday of any year- 
week. 

The year will probably be one of 
mental struggle and conflict. Indeed, 
a fourth year without any obvious 
mental conflict is often an indication 
that the new impulse, the very pur- 
pose of this particular seven-year pe- 
riod, has been rejected. This can in- 
dicate that the individual's growth has 
become stunted, that he has fruitless- 
ly resigned himself to stay with the 
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Table 2: 
Year 
within Generalized meaning® 
Septenary 

First Feeling one's way to a new condition of 
being. 

Second Resistance from the past. 

Third Attempting to exteriorize the Septenary's 
impulse in a definite form. 

Fourth Critical turning point. Can the pull of the 
past be overcome? Either growth or 
disintegration. 

Fifth The flower stage of the year-week. 

The year of greatest self-expression in 
which the keynote of the Septenary may 
be revealed. 

Sixth What is implied in the Septenary now 
bears fruit. 

Seventh Culmination and promise of a new start. 


old, safe patterns. During this im- 
portant year of choice, the individual 
may decide what to do himself, usual- 
ly after much mental anguish, or cir- 
cumstances may contrive to force the 
decision upon him. 


HE FIFTH year of Gandhi's first 
septenary began on his fourth 
birthday, as Mercury came to the 
position of natal Saturn, the fourth of 
the other classical bodies. This year 
is the Thursday of the year-week, it 
is of a Jovian nature. 
This can be the year of greatest 


self-expression in the cycle, when the 
keynote of the entire period reveals 
itself with great personal intensity. It 
is a year of flowering and conscious 
development within the limits of what 
was realized, planned or dreamed 
two years earlier during the Tuesday 
of this year-week. The manner of this 
flowering will be of the nature of the 
planets involved now, but whether 
this is a positive or negative experi- 
ence also depends to a very great ext- 
ent on how the previous year was 
tackled. 

If the appropriate choices were 
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made in the previous year, there can 
now be a contact with one's highest 
potential. A teacher may appear, 
someone who can guide or help. 

For those who have allowed them- 
selves to give up and sink into iner- 
tia, this fifth year can instead be a 
very negative experience. During it 
any remaining hopes and dreams can 
be utterly destroyed. 

In Gandhi's Saturn septenary, this 
year occurs at age 25 and is symbol- 
ized as Saturn conjunct the Sun. 


HE SIXTH year within any 

seven-year cycle is of the nature 
of Venus. This is the Friday of the 
year-week, a time of fruition and 
culmination, 

However, one should not be too 
quick to say "Thank Goodness it's 
Friday." Like the second of the seven 
years, to which it is closely related, 
this sixth year is not always an easy 
time. There can often be a need for 
some form of sacrifice, something 
may have to be given up -- some 
cherished ideal from the past, an old 
personal contact perhaps. The indi- 
vidual can experience a restless sense 
of frustration and much dissatisfac- 
tion. There can be deep and tragic 
experiences. 

In this sixth year of the seven there 
is often the requirement to assess 
one's success or failure, to place one- 
self on Libran scales. The current 
seven-year cycle is winding down, 
what has been attained in it is close to 
completion; thoughts of a new state 
of being may fleetingly enter into the 
individual's dreams. He is being 
readied for future new growth. 

For Gandhi in the Mercury septe- 
nary this occurred when the directed 
Mercury came to the position of natal 
Mars. In the later seven-year cycle 
ruled by the Moon, it occurred at age 
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40 as the directed Moon came to the 
position of natal Mercury. 


LEXANDER Ruperti has called 

the final year of any seven-year 
cycle the seed year. The septenary 
ruler has come all around the chart to 
the position of its successor, the per- 
sonal planet that immediately follows 
it. The possibilities for growth inher- 
ent in the current septenary seem 
exhausted. An entire part of life is 
ending and there is a need for new- 
ness. This seventh year contains the 
promise of a new beginning in the 
future. It should be a year of joyous 
fulfillment as the old phase of life 
closes, but all too often the need and 
hope for something better in the fu- 
ture predominates. Where there has 
been failure and frustration instead of 
fulfillment, a sense of inadequacy in 
the face of family or social pressure, 
there is the need and hope for another 
opportunity to start afresh. 

Irrespective of which planets are 
involved, this is Saturn's year, the 
Saturday of the year-week, and it is 
either a period of culmination and il- 
lumination, or one of ending. Either 
way, this seventh year contains with- 
in it the substance of the next seven- 
year period, which will be ruled by 
the planet now being stimulated by 
the old septenary ruler. 

When Mercury ruled Gandhi's sep- 
tenary this was the year when it came 
to natal Venus, which subsequently 
took over and ruled the next seven- 
year cycle. 


An Event in Gandhi's 
Early Life 


XAMPLES ARE so much better 

than explanations: let's see how 
the Septenary can be related to events 
within Gandhi's life. 


Refer to Table 1. The planet 
ruling each septenary is listed 
down the left-hand column; the 
planets to which it is directed 
during its seven years are listed 
across the top of the table. The 
age when a septenary ruler is 
conjunct a particular planet is 
given in the body of the table. 

The first event we know 
about occurred when Gandhi 
was thirteen years old. 

Up to this time, though he 
had occasionally won prizes 
and scholarships, his school 
record is said to have been 
mediocre. One of his term re- 
ports rated him as "Good at 
English, fair in Arithmetic and 
weak in Geography; conduct 
very good, bad handwriting." 

He seems to have been a dif- 
fident child who shone neither in the 
classroom nor on the playing field, 
preferring long solitary walks when 
not nursing his sick father or helping 
his mother with her household 
chores. 

Let's see how we can use the Sep- 
tenary to understand what the event at 
age thirteen may have been. From 
Table 1, we see this was a year in the 
Venus septenary, and that Venus is 
directed to the position of natal Mars. 

The usual interpretation of Venus 
conjunct Mars by direction is that this 
is a time when the individual can fall 
in love, there can be a romance, 
maybe a sexual relationship. Another 
possibility is some form of creative 
expression in the arts. The venusian 
sense of values, of love and attrac- 
tion, will receive active outward ex- 
pression from Mars. 

At age thirteen Gandhi was in the 
final year of the seven ruled by Ve- 
nus. During it there will necessarily 
be a culmination, a fulfillment of the 
impulse Venus brought into his life at 
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Figure 2: Gandhi: Venus Rising 


age seven, and which has expanded 
and grown into a multi-faceted whole 
as Venus, by direction, has come to 
each of the other planets in turn. As 
the last planet to be contacted by the 
septenary ruler in any year-week is 
also ruler of the next seven-year cy- 
cle, this is a seed year containing in 
embryo what is to be played out dur- 
ing the next cycle of the life. 

Figure 2, erected for Venus con- 
junct the Ascendant, reveals much 
concerning the meaning of the septe- 
nary that culminated at age thirteen. 
When natal Venus is conjunct the ris- 
ing degree, Jupiter is at the Descend- 
ant, and the Moon at the Midheaven. 

Let's not pussyfoot about: during 
these seven Venus-years a marriage 
was very likely, either Gandhi's own 
or one of immense importance to 
him. Were it someone else's, the 
event would have occurred either 
when Gandhi was aged ten, the year 
Venus came to the Moon, or the fol- 
lowing year, at age eleven, when 
Venus was conjunct Jupiter. It didn't. 
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The marriage had to be his 
own. Not so difficult. 

Coincidentally, Indira Gand- 
hi (no relative to the Mahatma) 
was also married in a Venus 
septenary in the year Mars was 
being triggered. She was aged 
24. So, too, was Peter the 
Great of Russia when he was 
age 16. However, there are 
many examples of unmarried 
natives of a marriageable age 
who did not marry in a Ve- 
nus>Mars year. For those who 
were married, a child was fre- 
quently born during this year 
although again this should not 
be taken as a general rule. As 
with all directed aspects, re- 
gardless of how the direction 
occurs, what manifests in the 
life depends to a very great ext- 
ent on the relationship between 
the two bodies in the natal 
horoscope, to the houses they 
occupy, and also to the aspects each 
receives from other bodies. Use of 
the Septenary does not nullify the as- 
trological basics. 


OW the events known to have 

occurred to Gandhi between age 
14 and his 49th birthday will be list- 
ed. These will be related to the Sep- 
tenary's planets. Reference to the 
appropriate chart for the ruler's rising 
will greatly aid understanding. 

We will begin with the Mars sep- 
tenary that commenced with his 14th 
birthday. These were Gandhi's years 
of puberty. They began with a phase 
of adolescent rebellion, marked by 
secret atheism, petty thefts, furtive 
smoking and -- most serious of all for 
a boy born in a household where the 
worship of Vishnu was strict -- meat 
eating. His adolescence was probably 
no stormier than that of many teens. 
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Fig 3: 


Gandhi: Mars Rising 


Mars is no benefic. This was 
a difficult period. Natal Mars is 
conjunct Venus in Scorpio, op- 
posing Jupiter and Pluto, and 
square the Leo Moon. When 
Mars came, by direction, to 
Mercury, the initial body to rise 
after his birth and therefore of 
primary importance throughout 
his life, guilt was created. When 
Mars came to Jupiter Gandhi 
was overseas studying law. He 
took his law studies seriously but 
his main preoccupation was with 
moral and personal issues as he 
struggled painfully to adapt to 
Western food, dress and eti- 
quette. When Mars came to Sat- 
urn in the final, seed-year of 
these seven, he became a work- 
aholic, alone, impressed by an- 
cient scriptures. This theme con- 
tinued in the following Saturn 
septenary. 


17 


18 


20 


Mars' 
Place 


Rising 
Venus 


Mercury 


Sun 


Moon 


Jupiter 


Saturn 
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The Mars Years 
Ages 14-20 


Events 


Stole coins from servants 
Stole gold from brother. Confessed. 


Father died. First son died. Much sorrow and 
guilt. He had been nursing his dying father 
but his thoughts were on his wife's body. 

He went to her and during the short time 

he was away, his father died. This guilt 
stayed with him throughout his life. 


Scraped through matriculation exams of the 
University of Bombay. To college away from 
home. As he had suddenly to switch from his 
native Gujarati language to English, he found it 
difficult to follow the lectures. Left after only 
one term. 


Birth of son. Became a religious outcast. 
Left India for England. 


Arrived in England. A transition from a semi- 
rural environment into London's cosmopolitan 
life. Studying law. Introduced to Theosophy. 
Became a convinced vegetarian. 


In England studying, working very hard. 
Profoundly impressed by the Bhagavad Gita 
and the New Testament. 
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Gandhi: Saturn Rises 


Fig 4: 


HE period from ages 21-27 was 

very much a Saturn time. It be- 
gan with him alone in England, 
where he learnt of the death of his 
mother. Later, in South Africa, he 
was separated from his wife and 
children. Throughout the period he 
experienced different forms of frus- 
tration, yet he continued to demand 
excellence from himself and from 
others. 

The first two years (Saturn rising 
and then conjunct Mars) were appro- 
priately difficult. There were painful 
surprises in store for Gandhi when he 
returned to India at age 21. His 
mother had died earlier in the same 
year, and he discovered to his dismay 
that his barrister's degree was no 
guarantee of a lucrative career. The 
legal profession was overcrowded, 
and Gandhi was much too diffident to 
elbow his way into it. The very first 
brief he argued in a Bombay court 
was a complete disaster. Turned 
down even for the part-time job of a 
teacher in a Bombay high school, he 
returned home to make a modest liv- 


ing drafting petitions for litigants. 
Even this employment was closed to 
him when he incurred the displeasure 
of a local British officer. 

The third year was of the nature 
of Saturn conjunct Venus, an import- 
ant planet in Gandhi's chart (Venus is 
conjunct Mars, opposite Jupiter and 
Pluto, square the Moon). The year 
began with a none-too-attractive offer 
of a year's contract from an Indian 
firm in South Africa, which Gandhi 
accepted with relief. In Africa he met 
challenges and opportunities he could 
hardly have conceived. In court he 
was ordered to remove his turban; he 
refused and left the courtroom. A few 
days later, he was unceremoniously 
thrown from a first-class train com- 
partment and left shivering and 
brooding on a desolate station. A day 
or so later he was beaten up by the 
white driver of a stagecoach for re- 
fusing to give up his paid-for seat to a 
European passenger. Then he was 
barred from hotels reserved “for 
Europeans only." These humiliations 
were the daily lot of Indians in South 
Africa, who had learned to accept 
them. Gandhi reacted differently. 
Until then he was not self-assertive or 
aggressive. but something happened 
as he smarted under the insults 
heaped upon him. He later wrote that 
this period was one of the most crea- 
tive experiences of his life; it was his 
moment of truth. Henceforth he 
would refuse to accept injustice as 
part of the natural order; he would 
defend his dignity as an Indian and as 
a man. 

Gandhi's decision at age 24 to stay 
on in South Africa, occurring in the 
key fourth year of this fourth septe- 
nary, was a turning point in his life. 
Throughout that year there were 
many Mercurial activities. 

The Sun and Moon years are ap- 
propriate for the symbolism. 


Age 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 
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The Saturn Years = Ages 21-27 


Saturn's 
Place 


Rising 


Mars 


Venus 


Mercury 


Sun 


Moon 


Jupiter 


Events 


Much studying, hard work. Passed law exam- 
inations. Called to the Bar. Death of his 
mother. Returned to India. Felt helpless, 
fearful, and unqualified. 


A complete failure, unable to succeed in any 
venture. Second son born. 


To South Africa. Left his family behind. 

Began studying religion. Religious quest was 
awakened in him when Christians tried to 
convert him. Began his public work. Overcame 
his natural shyness to make his first speech in 
public. Legal work. Community service. 
Involved in controversy when he wore a turban 
in court. Thrown off train. Beaten and humil- 
iated. Resolved not to accept injustice but to 
defend his dignity as a man. 


Qualified at the Natal Bar despite opposition 
from white Law Society. About to return to 
India when he learned of the proposed loss of 
the Indians’ right to vote in South Africa. 
Decided to stay and fight for their national 
self-respect. Political campaigning. Formed the 
Natal Indian Congress. Helped Indian laborers. 
Reading Tolstoy. Much legal work. 


Organizing others. Writing pamphlets. Became 
Secretary of Congress. Deeply immersed in his 
studies of Hindu religion. 


Returned to India, to his wife and children. 
Enthusiastic welcome. Aiding Bombay plague 
victims. Improving hygiene. Nursed a dying 
relative. Learning languages. His writings 
were widely read and publicized. 


Returned to South Africa, taking his wife and 
children with him. At sea in a bad storm. 

Badly beaten by a white mob on arrival in 
South Africa. He refused to persecute them. 
Opened a small charitable hospital. Legal work. 
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Fig 5: Gandhi: Jupiter Rises 


Opening a hospital in Jupiter's year 
of this Saturn year-week was perhaps 
the seed for the direction his life 
would take in the next septenary. 


NE of the words that occurs fre- 
quently in the listing of events in 
Gandhi's Jupiter septenary is nursing. 
Jupiter is after all the co-ruler of 
Pisces. In the natal horoscope it is 
conjunct transforming Pluto and op- 
posite Mars and Venus, each of 
which become angular when Jupiter 
rises. This powerful opposition in- 
volving four bodies is highlighted by 
the Moon's position at their mid- 
point, squaring all four bodies and 
forming a stubborn, charismatic and 
quite unique T-cross in Fixed signs. 
Jupiter is further emphasized here 
by being the only classic body in the 
west, the other six are on the morn- 
ing side of the MC-IC vertical. It is 
accompanied in the west by the three 
outer planets, Uranus, Neptune and, 
Jupiter's close partner here, Pluto. 
This is a Jupiter closely connected 
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to the transforming Pluto. It 
is also, by sextile and semi- 
sextile, tied to the Uranus- 
Neptune square. Most astrol- 
ogers, looking at this chart, 
will instantly recognize the 
importance of Jupiter, though 
few will be able to correctly 
interpret its full implications. 
The Septenary then becomes 
a wonderful aid to under- 
standing. By observing what 
occurred in Gandhi's life 
when Jupiter was triggered 
by each other septenary ruler 
and, especially, the happen- 
ings in the year-week that 
Jupiter ruled the septenary, 
we can understand its effect. 

Turn back and read what 
happened when Mars came to 
Jupiter at age 19, and again when 
Saturn triggered it at age 27: both 
times Gandhi was a foreign country, 
involved with the law; these were 
times of transition (the Pluto effect); 
opening a hospital; refusing to 
retaliate against those who hurt him. 
There's a touch of Sagittarius here 
and a touch of Pisces there, but it's 
all Jupiter! 

The years when Jupiter ruled 
Gandhi's septenary are those in 
which Gandhi began to attempt his 
own self-transformation (Jupiter con- 
junct Pluto). He believed his percep- 
tion of reality was no longer suffi- 
cient, and wanted to experience high- 
er manifestations. This would only be 
possible, his Hindu religion told him, 
when he had overcome his sexual 
desires (Jupiter > Venus). 

The direction of Jupiter to the Sun 
is important in anyone's horoscope; 
Gandhi has them in a wide waxing 
sesquiquadrate, with the Sun in the 
v'* when Jupiter rises. This was the 
year in which passive resistance, 
Satyagraha, the true child of 


Age Jupiter's 
Place 

28 Rising 
29 Saturn 
30 Mars 
31 Venus 
32 Mercury 
33 Sun 
34 Moon 
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The Jupiter Years 


Ages 28-34 


Events 


Formed an ambulance corps. Nursing in South 
Africa during the Boer War. 


Nursing during the Boer War. 
Nursing during the Boer War. 


Began trying for Brahmacharya by self-control. 
Returned with his family to India. 

Attended Congress. Legal work in India. 

Long third-class train ride through India. 

First began to wear the dhoti as his dress. 
Shocked at religious blood sacrifices to Kali 
that he observed. Visited Burma. His son 
became very ill, he nursed him back to health 
using hydropathic remedies. 


Returned to South Africa, leaving his family 
behind in India. Moved to Johannesburg. 
Legal work. 


Struggling to overcome his sexual desires. 
Theosophy. Deep study of and memorizing the 
Bhagavad Gita. When the Transvaal govern- 
ment published a humiliating ordinance for the 
registration of its Indian population, he created 
Satyagraha (‘devotion to truth") by which he 
meant nonviolent resistance as a means of 
pressing for political reform. Legal work. 


Founded a weekly journal, Indian Opinion. 

It cost him all of his savings. A great amount 
of correspondence. Legal work. Nursing "black 
plague" victims. 
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The Septenary 


Gandhi's spirit, became a 
reality. It was a completely new 
technique for redressing 
wrongs. It invited, rather than 
inflicted, suffering by resisting 
an adversary without rancor 
and fighting him without 
violence. Note how this Piscean 
approach was foreshadowed in 
the last year of the previous 
septenary. 

The relationship between 
Jupiter and the Lights in 
Gandhi's chart is important. 
Satyagraha was conceived in 
this Jupiter > Sun year. It was 
first applied three years later 
when he was 36, in the Moon 
> Jupiter year, at which time 
the registration card protest in 
Transvaal commenced, and it 
reached its peak eight years 
thereafter, age 44, in Gandhi's 
Sun > Jupiter year, when hundreds 
of Indians, including women, went to 
jail, and thousands of Indian workers 
went on strike in the mines bravely 
facing imprisonment, flogging, and 
even shooting. It was a terrible ordeal 
for the Indians, but it was also the 
worst possible advertisement for the 
South African government which, 
under pressure from the Indian and 
British governments, accepted a 
compromise negotiated between 
Gandhi and General Smuts, the prime 
minister of South Africa 

Jupiter in this septenary also ex- 
panded Gandhi's mind and prompted 
him to travel long distances; he saw 
the immensity that is India, from a 
train window. 

The final Jupiter stimulation, of the 
angular Moon, prompted his entry 
into publishing, a theme that was con- 
tinued and expanded upon in the next 
septenary. 
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Fig 6: Gandhi: Moon Rising 


E MOON, as the center of a 
grand trine and part of multiple 
T-crosses, is clearly a focal point of 
Gandhi's horoscope. The years it 
ruled the septenary bring this out 
very clearly: communes, Civil Diso- 
bedience by passive (Yin) resistance. 
When the Moon came to Saturn he 
restricted his diet. When it triggered 
Mars he protested publicly with fire. 
The year Jupiter was stimulated was 
when Gandhi took his final vows. 

It is not always easy in the initial 
year to identify the new movement 
entering the life, to be modulated in 
later years as the ruler conjuncts the 
other planets, but here it seems clear. 

Little is known about events in the 
final year of the Moon's seven (a 
frustration that several libraries have 
failed to alleviate) in which the Moon 
by direction came to Gandhi's natal 
Sun, to form the New Moon that was 
the seed for the next septenary, those 
very important seven Solar years. 


Age 


35 


36 


37 


38 


39 


40 


41 


Moon's 
Place 


Rising 


Jupiter 


Saturn 


Mars 


Venus 


Mercury 


Sun 
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The Moon Years 


Ages 35-4] 


Events 


Read Unto the Last by John Ruskin, which 
brought about an instantaneous and practical 
transformation of his life. He moved to a farm 
and created a commune, The Phoenix Settle- 
ment, with both European and Indian members. 
Publishing the weekly, Indian Opinion. 

Sent for his family to come from India to join 
him. 


Nursed Zulu wounded left to die by white 
South Africans. Deeply affected by the 
brutality and indifference. Took his final vows 
of permanent celibacy, Brahmacharya. 
Commenced his Satyagraha (the force of truth 
and love) campaign, demanding full spiritual 
involvement in Civil Disobedience. First use of 
passive resistance. Made one of his greatest 
speeches. 


Began fasting and restricting his diet to only 
fruit and nuts. Gave up the use of salt. 
Practicing restraint. His wife was very ill. 


Imprisoned for the first time after burning 
Registration Cars as protest. First met with 
Jan Smuts, the premier of South Africa. 


Spent two different periods in prison. Reading 
Thoreau and Emerson. Wrote to Tolstoy. To 
London agitating for the Indian franchise in 
South Africa. 


Returned to South Africa. Created the Tolstoy 
Farm-Commune. Teaching at the farm. 
Intensified Satyagraha struggle. 


Teaching. 
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The Septenary 


Figure 7: Gandhi: The Sun Rises 


URING his Solar septenary, 

Gandhi completed his work in 
South Africa and returned to India. 
Africa was the Mahatma's graduate 
school, where he prepared himself 
for his main purpose in life: to 
impose his ideas of self-help and 
equality of opportunity, and to bring 
about the independence of his country 
--- all Solar key-words. He achieved 
this in the second half of his life and, 
in liberating India, he also brought 
down the whole British imperial sys- 
tem. This, in turn, led to the freedom 
of colonies everywhere. 

Some of the events are almost too 
good to be true: the cow protection 
during the Venus year, avoiding milk 
in the Moon's year. 

Note the reappearance of the Am- 
bulance Corps in the Jupiter year. 

Everything listed in the Saturn and 
Mars years is completely appropriate 
for the symbolism of these two bod- 
ies. The Saturn year becomes 
particularly difficult by being the 
decisive fourth one of the Sun's 
seven. 
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From his return to India at age 
45 and for the remainder of this 
Sun septenary, Gandhi seemed 
to hover uncertainly on the 
periphery of Indian politics, 
declining to join any political 
agitation, supporting the British 
war effort in World War I, and 
even recruiting soldiers for the 
British Indian Army. At the 
same time he did not flinch 
from criticizing the British of- 
ficials for any acts of high- 
handedness or from taking up 
the grievances of the long- 
suffering Indian peasantry. But 
in the next year, at age 49, he 
created a virtual political earth- 
quake that shook the subcon- 
tinent. 


N examination of how actual 

events relate to the different 
planetary combinations the Septenary 
allots to each year clearly demon- 
strates the value of this technique. 

Readers familiar with the Old Tes- 
tament of the Bible, will recall the 
period recounted in Genesis, when 
Egypt and the surrounding lands ex- 
perienced seven years of plenty fol- 
lowed by seven years of famine. A 
Jupiter year-week, followed by a Sat- 
urn one perhaps. 

Just as each year within a set of 
seven has a inherent meaning irres- 
pective of the planets involved, so too 
does each of the complete seven-year 
sets. The explanations given earlier 
for each year-day are equally 
applicable to each complete year- 
week. The main difference is simply 
in the length of time involved. 

Thus, the initial seven years of life 
can be likened to a Sunday, during 
which a new condition of being is 
coming to be. How a particular indi- 
vidual faces this new condition, life 
itself, depends on the nature and 
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The Solar Years Ages 42-48 


Age Sun's 
Place 
42 Rising 
43 Moon 
44 Jupiter 
45 Saturn 
46 Mars 
47 Venus 
48 Mercury 


Events 


In South Africa. 


Involved in a very large civil disobedience, 
which included women for the first time. 
Fasting. Stopped drinking milk. 


Arrested while on march. In prison. Long 
negotiations with Smuts. Left South Africa 

for the last time. Prime Minister Smuts wrote: 
"The saint has left our shores. I hope for ever." 
To London for the passing of the Indian Relief 
Bill. Start of the First World War. Formed 
Indian Ambulance Corps but had difficulties 
with the British army officers who were given 
command of it. 


Very ill with pleurisy. Returned to India 
where he received an excited welcome. Went 
into retirement in Satyagraha Ashram. 

Grief over the death of his friend, Gokhale. 
Toured India. Loss of income and support 
when he treated the Untouchables as equals, 
and allowed them to join his ashram. 


Spoke criticizing the way of life of his 
fellow countrymen. The audience refused to 
listen to him, they forced him to stop. 

Very busy writing and talking. 


First met Nehru. Agitated for and obtained 
the abolition of indentured Indian immigration 
to South Africa. Kheda campaign. At 
Champara where he fought for the rights of 
landless villagers. This was the first triumph 
of Satyagraha civil disobedience in India. 
Opening schools. Began cow protection. 
Organized a mill strike. Underwent his first 
Indian fast. 


Much traveling to recruit soldiers to serve in 
the Indian army, a task he disliked. Many 
meetings. Conference with the Viceroy of 
India. 
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The Septenary 


aspects of the first of the seven 
classical planets to rise after birth. 

During the second set of seven 
years, from age 7 until just before the 
14th birthday, the growing child will 
start to test his personal powers as he 
begins to actively express himself. 
There will be resistance, frequently 
in the form of pressure from parents 
and educators. These are the years 
when the young spirit is taught by 
adults to conform to society's norms. 

The third set, heralded at age 13 
and becoming increasingly obvious 
from age 14 on, is an archetypical 
Mars period. There is the puberty 
crisis and the adolescent rebellion. 
The now emotionally-centered self is 
flexing his muscles and flaunting her 
sexuality as adulthood approaches. 

And so on. 

Obviously, therefore, the year 
within a set of seven that coincides in 
sequence and meaning with the sep- 
tenary of which it is a part is of par- 
ticular importance. The ages when 
this occurs are 0, 8, 16, 24, 32, 40, 
and 48. At each of these ages a dif- 
ferent septenary ruler is conjunct the 
body that first rose in the horoscope 
after birth (not strictly true when the 
child is age 0, i.e., in its first twelve 
months of life, at which time the first 
body to rise is symbolized as being 
conjunct the Ascendant.) 

For example, the individual will 
come to an important crossroads in 
his life at age 24, in the fourth year 
of the fourth set of seven. His choice 
of direction here, often made uncons- 
ciously, will decide much of what he 
will later encounter in his life. There 
will be many conscious decisions 
around this time: a choice of com- 
panions, how to participate in so- 
ciety, the basic attitude one has 
towards the culture in which one has 
lived to this point. 

Among these important choices 


there is one more: the individual will 
be asked just how much, if any, of 
the intent of the Life Force will be 
accepted in the present existence. 
Later the individual may be able to 
trace much of his life's subsequent 
meanderings back to a seemingly 
innocuous change in direction, an 
event, thought or dream, that oc- 
curred this year. To some this fourth 
septenary of life may seem to consist 
only of cross roads. There can be a 
continual need for wise choices from 
age 21 up to the 28th birthday, but it 
is what is decided in this fourth year, 
at age 24, that will truly define who it 
is this individual can become. 

Gandhi's decision not to return 
home to India but to stay on in South 
Africa and fight for the self-respect 
of his fellow Indians, occurred when 
he was 24 years old. His year's con- 
tract had ended and he was back in 
Durban, ready to sail to India. At a 
farewell party in his honor he hap- 
pened to glance through the Natal 
Mercury (yes, the newspaper was 
really called that) and learned that the 
Natal Legislative Assembly was 
considering a bill to deprive Indians 
of their right to vote. Everything for 
which the world remembers about 
Mahatma Gandhi can be traced back 
to his decision to stay in Africa and 
take up the fight. 


HE MEANINGS inherent within 

the sequence of seven may also 
be applied to the different planets 
within the chart. 

The first planet to rise in the se- 
quence of seven will always act in a 
solar manner throughout the life 
regardless of which planet this is. 
The second to rise is always involved 
in lunar matters; the third, martian; 
the fourth mercurial; the fifth, jovian; 
the sixth, venusian; and the last, 


saturnine. This concept is not widely 
understood. 

For Gandhi, Mercury is in the 
Sun's natural place; Venus is in the 
Moon's; Mars is in its own; Saturn is 
in Mercury's; Jupiter is in its own; 
the Moon is in Venus's; and the Sun 
is in Saturn's. 

Thus both Mars and Jupiter, by 
being placed in their own natural po- 
sitions within the sequence of seven, 
are able to act in a pure, undiluted 
manner. They can be considered ex- 
alted. Two of the major themes in 
Gandhi's teachings: self-help and 
equality of opportunity can be related 
directly to the strength of these two 
planets. These two, by their "septe- 
nary exaltation", indicate the success- 
ful warrior. The manner in which 
Gandhi was victorious, and the nature 
of his battles, is defined by the 
placement of the other five bodies in 
their rising sequence. 

For example, Mercury located in 
the natural solar place indicates that 
Gandhi's sense of purpose, his will 
and initiative, his individuality, his 
basic energy, and all beginnings in 
his life (attributes usually considered 
to be solar) are strongly influenced 
by Mercury. It is as if he were born 
with the Sun in Gemini or Virgo. We 
can then describe him as an ingenious 
person with quick wits, adaptable, 
with a sense of humor and a love of 
study, someone who liked to argue 
and communicate his ideas. Indeed, 
several astrologers have argued that 
Gandhi must have had a Virgo 
Ascendant simply because of these 
traits. They are presumably unaware 
of the care with which the time of 
Gandhi's birth was recorded -- his 
father was then prime minister (the 
dewan) of Porbandar. 

Venus is in the Moon's natural 
place, while the Moon is in Venus's. 
Although this may be considered a 
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form of mutual reception, it also in- 
dicates some difficulty in Gandhi's 
expression of love: a muddling of 
mother love with sensual love. This 
combination -- and, of course, the 
Moon's placement in the T-cross and 
grand trine -- clearly describes his 
mother, a woman completely ab- 
sorbed in religion, not caring much 
for the finery or jewelry her hus- 
band's position provided her, who 
divided her time between her home 
and the temple, fasted frequently and 
wore herself out in days and nights of 
nursing. Traits Gandhi obviously in- 
herited. 

Saturn in Mercury's natural place 
tells us he was a serious and orderly 
thinker. He naturally thought and 
communicated in a formal, well- 
rehearsed and accepted manner, 

The most difficult placement is the 
Sun in Saturn's natural seventh posi- 
tion. This final position relates to the 
past, to death and weakness, to limi- 
tation, restraint, discipline, poverty, 
lowly subordinates and slaves. These 
attributes completely contradict all 
the Sun usually represents. The 
appropriateness of this Sun in 
Saturn's natural place is seen by the 
many years Gandhi spent in prison, 
some in solitary confinement, during 
all of which he was regarded as one 
of the key leaders of India. It also, 
when combined with the Moon- 
Venus "mutal reception", can be 
related to his refusal to accept injus- 
tice as part of the natural order and 
his need to defend the dignity of such 
as India's untouchables. It will also 
be noted that it was not until he was 
in his Solar septenary, his seventh, 
that Mohandas K. Gandhi was back 
in India in the position to begin the 
work for which his name is revered 
throughout the world. 

Simply by comparing the sequence 
of planets, as they rise to the Ascend- 


61 


The Septenary 


Fig 8: 
Crown Princess Sophie Dorothea 
06:00 LMT (05:20 UT), 
20th September 1666 (new style), 
Celle, Germany (52N38 10E05). 
Source: Maurice Wemyss 


ant, with the archetypal sequence, we 
learn much about the person con- 
cerned. 


OPHIE DOROTHEA is the only 

historical figure known to the 
author who was born with the same 
sequence of the seven classical bodies 
about the Ascendant. Her chart is at 
Figure 8. Note the many differences 
between her chart and Gandhi's. 
There was, however, one major simi- 
larity in their lives: both spent many 
years in captivity. Gandhi was in 
prison for all or part of 15 different 
years, not all continuously. Sophie 
Dorothea outdid him: she spent 32 
years in captivity. At age 16 in 1682 
she was married, for dynastic 
reasons, to George Louis, the elector 
of Hanover (he later became King 
George I of Great Britain). She was 
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hated by her mother-in-law, the 
electress Sophia, and soon by her 
husband. They had two children, her 
son became King George II of Great 
Britain and her daughter was the 
mother of Frederick the Great. She 
had an unhappy love affair with 
Count Koenigsmark, who 
disappeared during the night of 
11/12th July 1694 as he was 
about to visit the princess after 
dark. The general assumption is 
that her husband had her lover 
killed. She was then accused of 
adultery, divorced, and impris- 
oned in Ahlden castle. She 
died, still a captive in the 
castle, at the age of 60. 


HE Hindu approach to 

prediction also uses a spe- 
cific sequence of planetary- 
ruled periods. It differs from 
the method outlined here. The 
sequence of planets they use is 
always the same, although the 
starting body can differ. In the 
Septenary the sequence is unique to 
the individual. 

Obviously, an individual's planet- 
ary sequence about the Ascendant is 
of great value in rectification. 

Since the previous description of 
the Septenary was published it has 
been discovered that the sequence of 
planets moving across each of the 
three other angles is also meaning- 
ful’. In Gandhi's chart, the Moon is 
the first body that will cross the 
Midheaven after birth, the Sun is the 
second, Mercury the third, and so on. 
Similarly Jupiter is the first body to 
cross both the IC and the Dysis (or 
VIlth cusp) after birth. Although 
events stimulated by planets crossing 
these other angles (and continuing to 
be directed to the other bodies in 
turn) are subordinate to those indica- 


ted by the bodies crossing the As- 
cendant, they nonetheless occur at the 
appropriate years. 

From birth to age 48, each of the 
seven classical planets has ruled a 
seven-year period and been directed 
to the Ascendant and to the place of 
each other planet. In these first 49 
years all of the 7-times-7 combina- 
tions have occurred, as a result all 
facets of the complete person have 
now had the opportunity to become 
fully awakened. Whether they were 
or not, depends entirely on whether 
the person involved had the courage 
and patience to allow this to happen. 
Did he dare to go along and follow 
each of these forty-nine directions in 
his life's script, or did he chicken out 
at key moments, obstinately refusing 
to leave his comforting past? 

In the next issue of Considerations 
the later events in Gandhi's life, from 
age 49 to his death, will be exam- 
ined. Events in these remaining years 
are clearly correlated with the plane- 
tary symbolism of the Septenary. 

Each of the different methods that 
will be introduced in this series of 
articles utilizes the sequence in which 
the planets are placed around the 
horoscope. Observing this sequence 
can improve the astrologer's under- 
standing of how a person responds to 
different stimuli. There's nothing 
complex about this. Consider a 
person born with Saturn placed 
before Mars in the Zodiac, no other 
body positioned between the pair. 
Compare this individual with another 
having Mars ahead of Saturn. In the 
first instance, Saturn will always be 
stimulated by a transit before it 
moves on to Mars -- if offended the 
individual may erupt in anger, which 
is a healthy release of frustration and 
hurt pride. In the second situation, 
where Mars is stimulated first, any 
initial upset may be held in to stew 
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and cause a frustration disease such 
as arthritis. On rare occasions, as 
with Gandhi, the passion may seem 
to be completely rejected. o 


Notes 


1. Considerations 1:1, pp. 55-67, and 1:2, 
pp 15-28. 


2. Considerations VII:4, p. 7 & 33. 
“Nocturnal or Diurnal.” 


3. Ina later article there will be an 
explanation of how to use the Septenary 
and the other alfridaries to obtain an 
approximation of the birth time 
sufficiently accurate for forecasting. 


4, It was initially assumed this should be in 
Oblique Ascension, but practice clearly 
disproved this. Right Ascension positions, 
relative altitudes and azimuths also failed. 
The planetary TZP's, as described by A. 
J. Mantel in Considerations VIII:3, have 
not yet been tested. 


w 


. In interpreting the nature of a septenary 
ruler, note aspects from that planet to 
Uranus, Neptune and Pluto. 


6. Alexander Ruperti in his excellent Cycles 
of Becoming, The Planetary Pattern of 
Growth (CRCS Publications, 1978) 
clearly explains how "each year within 
any given 7-year period has its individual 
meaning and is an expression of the 
period within which it falls." Ruperti's 
observations have been confirmed within 
the Septenary, and the explanations given 
here owe much to his (and Rudhyar's) 
intelligent insights. 


7. See Dr. Nicholls’ explanation of how he 
used the sequence of planets across the 
MC to limit the possible time of birth in 
Considerations V11:4, pp. 31-36. 
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Let's Consider 


Margunda Prescott writes: 


HECKED OUT the "Progressed 
Lunations," from the Cheng-Yi 
Huang article in the VIII:2 copy of 
Considerations, and found it worked 
out on everyone I tried it. Any fur- 
ther information would be very help- 
ful. I would like to know what is the 
lunation's effect on other progressed 
planets? Also the natal Sun and Moon 
were not mentioned. What orb should 
be used? What if there is both a posi- 
tive and negative planet triggered at 

the same time? 
Fort Myers, Florida 


Jack Nicholls writes: 


AM TOLD that several readers 

have taken exception to two points 
in my article "Transits, Eclipses, and 
the Birthtime of Queen Elizabeth II" 
(Vol VIII:2). 

The first objection was that as Nel- 
son Page used the Topocentric system 
and not the Placidus domification the 
house cusps in the article should be 
Topocentric. Only the V" and VIII" 
house cusps were quoted in the arti- 
cle, and the V" cusp differences 
amount to 21' while those for the 
VIII" house are 3'. Insofar as a com- 
parison of the stations is concerned 
the only change would be to the total 
number of aspects, which becomes 36 
to 22 instead of 37 to 22 in favor of 
the official birthtime. 

The second criticism was that a 
number of relevant eclipses had been 
omitted. I reviewed the eclipse tables 
and found that a number of important 
eclipses were overlooked. Further- 


more, I realised that I had made a 
fundamental error as far as the con- 
verse dates were concerned. The 80- 
days criterion for an eclipse to be 
prior to an event should lie in the in- 
terval between the birth date and the 
event date for both the forward and 
converse data. I had recorded con- 
verse items in the reverse to this. For 
these errors I can only apologize. 

Readers wishing to receive copies 
of the amended eclipse tables should 
write for these to the editor (enclose a 
reply-paid self-addressed envelope). 
The text amendments are as follows: 

Page 66, last sentence: 

There are essentially the same 
number of Solar and Lunar eclipses. 

Page 69, third sentence: 

For the two birthtimes, there are 
no significant differences, either in 
the number of contacts, or the aver- 
age difference in longitude between 
the eclipse and sensitive points. 

Page 70, first two sentences: 

Although the results for the sta- 
tions support the official time, those 
for the eclipses favor neither the offi- 
cial time nor the Nelson Page es- 
timate. Nevertheless another rectifica- 
tion procedure® yielded an estimate of 
01:45 hours GMT which is close to 
the official time of 01:40 hours. Fur- 
ther confirmation.... 

Melbourne, Australia 


M. J. Makransky writes: 


HE PREDICTION on page 21 of 
VIII #2 -- crisis in Guatemala 
due to the Uranus-Neptune conjunc- 
tion -- was very right on (big coup 
d'etat at end of May), but I question 
the data. The North Node was in 5° 


Gemini on 21st March 1947, not 19° 
Libra as stated; moreover, 21st 
March 1947 is not a significant date 
in Guatemalan history. I can't under- 
stand where Doug Smith got 21st 
March 1947 from. The chart for Cen- 
tral American Independence, 2 PM 
LMT on 15th September 1821, has 
17° Capricorn rising, and Mars set- 
ting at 22° Cancer, so that would fit; 
but this chart (albeit used by all the 
Central American countries as their 
Independence day) is just that a birth 
chart for all of Central America, nor 
has it been particularly effective in 
predicting other dates in Guatemalan 
history. 

Also, I believe Honduras should be 
Sth November 1838, not 26th Octob- 
er 1838 as given in the article. Also, 
Guatemala City's longitude is 
90W31, not 98W31. I don't know 
about any other data listed in this ar- 
ticle, this is the only item I personally 
could check; but the incorrectness 
makes me wonder about the rest of 
the data. 

John Willner's recommendation on 
page 68 of VIII:1 to use geocentric 
(rather than geographic) latitude is 
simply incorrect. See Dean's Recent 
Advances, page 182, or my Primary 
Directions, page 9, for refutation. 
While it is certainly true that the 
earth is an oblate spheroid rather than 
a true sphere, nonetheless our calcu- 
lations are being carried out on the 
celestial sphere and, by definition, 
that's a perfect sphere (of infinite ra- 
dius). 

Cobdén, Guatemala 


Ross Harvey writes: 


WAS particularly interested in 
Arie Mantel's article (VIII:3), as 
the problem of what to do about lati- 
tude occurred to me several years 
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ago, and I arrived at essentially the 
same solution. However, this was 
greeted with such skepticism by Jack 
Nicholls and Dymock Brose that I 
dropped the idea. I am not by any 
means trying to claim credit for what 
was Leo Knegt's idea, but I do have 
a much easier way to calculate the 
positions, which anyone who is terri- 
fied by mathematics but does have 
the NOVA program and a program- 
mable calculator can use. 

The idea first occurred to me when 
I contemplated what happens when a 
planet is directed in topocentric prim- 
ary directions, that is, the planet's 
radical position with latitude is used 
to calculate the pole and OA/OD, but 
the planet is directed to a point with- 
out latitude. One is in effect directing 
the planet's topocentric longitude 
equivalent, that is, the point of the 
ecliptic longitude which has the same 
pole and OA/OD as the planet, and 
this can be found by entering the 
planet's pole and radical (rather than 
directed, as is usually the case) 
OA/OD into a calculator which has 
been programmed with the topocen- 
tric equations, and pressing the EXE 
button. 

Placidus longitude equivalents, 
which I prefer to Topocentric, can be 
found by entering the planet's 
MD/SA fraction into the Placidus 
equations, just as one would find the 
house cusps by using 1/3, 2/3. 

Knegt's TZP's are in fact the 
Campanus/Regiomontanus longitude 
equivalents (Campanus and Regio- 
montanus LE's are identical), and 
when I worked out a few from my 
own chart by hand the TZP's and the 
Cp/Rg LE's were identical to seven 
decimal places. 

This means that one can use the 
Campanus or Regiomontanus longi- 
tudes which NOVA gives in the 
speculum in the Cp or Rg equations 
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to get the Cp/Rg longitude equival- 
ents, or TZP's, to the nearest minute 
of arc, without having to calculate the 
whole speculum and individual TZP's 
by hand as the article describes. The 
Regiomontanus equation (which is the 
simpler) is given in Recent Advances, 
page 185, and is easy to program into 
a calculator. The only adaption one 
needs to make is to transform the 
Regiomontanus longitudes in NO- 
VA's speculum so that the MC is 0° 
instead of the 270°, which NOVA 
gives, and the IC 180° instead of 
90°. 

For example, NOVA's Regiomon- 
tanus longitude for my Moon is 
27LE11. As the Moon is on the west- 
ern side of the chart, one needs to use 
the opposite point (and remember to 
add 180° to the result), to find the 
distance from the MC rather than the 
ASC, that is, use 57°11' as the value 
of H in the Regiomontanus equation. 

The equation of the longitude 
equivalent is: 


LE = tan! (cos R. tan (RAMC + H)) 


cos (R + E) 
where 
R = tan! (sin H. tan L) 
cos (RAMC + H) 
and 


H = Regiomontanus longitude 
L = latitude of birthplace 
E = inclination of the ecliptic 


In effect anyone who has used 
Campanus or Regiomontanus primary 
directions and has directed the planets 
to ecliptic points has been using 
TZP's for years without knowing it. 
This, however, is an important point: 
one will get a different longitude 
equivalent for each house system. 
Which is to be preferred? One cannot 
use Placidus cusps and TZP's (which 


are derived from the Cp/Rg systems), 
but should instead use Placidus longi- 
tude equivalents. An example from 
my own chart, whose RAMC is 
39.09463° (L = -33°50'): 


Moon 
Longitude 260.5244° = 20SG31 
Cp/RG LE ( = TZP) 262.8995881° 


= 228G54 
Placidus LE 262.1102711° 

= 228G07 
Topocentric LE 262.04252° 

= 228G03 


Pluto 
Longitude 134.60605° = 14LE36 
Cp/RG LE ( = TZP) 144.346175° 


= 24LE21 
Placidus LE 142.814826° 

= 22LE49 
Topocentric LE 142.72489° 

= 22LE44 


As you can see, if the latitude is 
taken into account in this way, there 
is a close trine between the Moon and 
Pluto, especially in the Placidus/To- 
pocentric systems, whereas the orb of 
the zodiacal trine is 6°. Is this legiti- 
mate? I don't know. I must say, how- 
ever, that I have not found the longi- 
tude equivalents to be effective in 
harmonics, so even though I stumbled 
upon them independently I'm not 
rushing to advocate their adoption. 
They should be regarded as an ex- 
periment. 

Another minor point you can see 
from the above Pluto values, is that 
the difference between the ecliptic 
system and the TZP (or longitude 
equivalent of any system) can be 
much greater than the 5° Mantel sug- 
gested; a combination of very high 
geographic latitude and significant 
celestial latitude can move a planet 
several signs from its zodiacal posi- 
tion. 

Turramurra, Australia 
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Bonatti's Teaching on 
Primary Directions: 


by ROBERT ZOLLER 


HE SUBJECT of Primary 
l Directions is a tortured and 
spiny affair which has exer- 


cised astrologers through the centu- 
ries. As I write this there is no true 
program for computing Primary Di- 
rections available from the companies 
who manufacture and market astro- 
logical software. To add to the confu- 
sion, the various books on the subject 
frequently contradict each other and 
offer a plethora of techniques which 
usually do not rest upon solid theoret- 
ical astronomical foundations. 

Such has been the state of the art 
for all of recorded astrological his- 
tory. When we turn to Ptolemy we 
run into no less a problem once we 
realize that different translations of 
Ptolemy seem to be at odds with each 
other. Moreover the problem is not 
merely one of translation -- as it is 
occasionally -- but even of the surviv- 
ing texts of the Tetrabiblos, where 
scribal error and omission has, over 
the centuries, produced its own Ba- 
bel-like confusion. As a result, as- 
trologers have sought for thousands 
of years to design their own systems 
or to rely upon the works of other 
astrologers who seem rational and 
accurate in their system of Direc- 
tions. Thus we are where we are. 

In this forest of uncertainty we 
who attempt to address this subject 
must do what our forebears did: see 
what our predecessors did. In this 
regard, it is interesting and instruc- 
tive to investigate how the 13th cen- 


tury astrologer Guido Bonatti handled 
the tricky business of Primary Direc- 
tions since his work, Liber Astroni- 
micus (sometimes entitled: Liber As- 
trologiae), was so tremendously in- 
fluential on Western European astrol- 
ogy after the reintroduction of the Art 
into Europe in the 12th century. 

Bonatti's Liber Astronimicus was 
written sometime after 1282 A.D. 
Lynn Thorndike, in his History of 
Magic and Experimental Science, 
vol. II, chap. LXVII, p. 825, calls it, 
"The most important astrological 
work produced in the 13th century." 
It was an extremely popular book in 
manuscript. It shows up in the lists of 
books in the libraries of numerous 
persons of importance. For instance, 
Ficino, Pico della Mirandola and 
John Dee are known to have pos- 
sessed copies. It was translated into 
several vulgar languages and went 
through numerous editions as a print- 
ed book. 

Bonatti speaks about Primary Di- 
rections in both the Second Tractate 
(Chapter XV) and in the Tenth 
(Chapter VI); and in addition to this 
he has comments on the subject scat- 
tered throughout the work. 

Like many medieval writers, Bo- 
natti is somewhat circuitous in his 
exposition of Primary Directions -- 
largely because they were mysterious 
to him. They were mysterious to 
him, just as they are to us, because 
he (like most other Western astrolo- 
gers prior to the Renaissance) seems 


67 


Bonatti's Teaching on Primary Directions 


to have been ignorant of Ptolemy's 
astronomical work, the Almagest,” 
without which Ptolemy's Directions 
are unintelligible. Ptolemy's astrolog- 
ical Tetrabiblos® is the source of the 
Primary Direction doctrine (or 
Prorogations, as Ptolemy called 
them). One must understand Ptole- 
my's astronomy before one can un- 
derstand his astrology. Even with this 
proviso, however, Ptolemy is, at 
best, obscure. 

The kind of methodology found in 
Guido Bonatti's work was attacked 
by the 17th century astrologer Jean 
Baptist Morin de Villefrance, who 
found it insufficiently precise. It must 
be said that Bonatti's exposition of 
Primary Directions justifies Morinus' 
acerbic comments about the incompe- 
tence of medieval astrologers when it 
comes to Primary Directions. 

Morinus, in Astrologia Gallica, 
1661, says that though Primary Di- 
rections are "The principle and most 
divine [part] in the entire art of As- 
trology."* He further asserts that Pto- 
lemy's method was correct though 
known to few. He points out that 
some authors suggest directing by 
zodiacal longitude without latitude; 
some suggest directing by ascensions 
of degrees of the Equator (Right As- 
cension); some by Oblique Ascen- 
sion; some (like Junctinus) by both 
Right and Oblique Ascension. In his 
characteristically prolix fashion Mor- 
inus tells us that the central problem 
for ancient and medieval astrologers 
(with the possible exception of Re- 
giomontanus and Naibod) was how to 
direct a planet in a position interme- 
diate between the Meridian and Hori- 
zon (that is, not on the MC/IC or 
Asc/Desc). 

Bonatti's dicta on Primary Direc- 
tions are indeed obscure at first but 
instructive. Written at a time prior to 
the invention of logarithms® and also 
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before any standardized algebraic 
notation, Bonatti's exposition of the 
methodology of Primary Directions 
is, paradoxically, perhaps a bit more 
accessible than that in the 19th cen- 
tury writers such as Cooper's transla- 
tion of Placidus' Primum Mobile or 
Simmonite's Arcana of Astrology. In 
fact, it is probably useful to point out 
that most books on the subject, espe- 
cially those written in the 19th cen- 
tury (for example, besides the two 
already mentioned, Wilson's Diction- 
ary of Astrology, Alan Leo's book on 
Primary Directing, Sepharial's book, 
or Pearce's Textbook of Astrology, 
and even some modern books, such 
as Ivy Goldstein Jacobson's) are little 
more than books of algorithms or 
formulae for the computing of Prima- 
ries, almost or entirely devoid of the- 
ory. Placidus does give some theory, 
it is true, but his Primum Mobile is 
an epitome of another work in which 
he gives a fuller treatment and expo- 
sition of the theory. Morinus' Astrol- 
ogia Gallica, Bk XXII, gives the au- 
thor's rendition of Regiomontanus' 
Primary Direction technique (Robert 
Donath and Jim Holden of the AFA 
have prepared a translation of this 
very important work). At the moment 
Regiomontanus, Campanus, Alcabi- 
tius and Proclus remain untranslated. 


HAVE attempted to collate the 

relevant sections of Bonatti's work 
which relate to the theory and prac- 
tice of Primary Directions per se ser- 
iatim. He starts by telling us what to 
do. 


1. On p. 193 he tells to calculate the 
positions of the planets in Right As- 
cension “according to the Ascensions 
of the birth place." He also tells us to 
direct the Hyleg and Ascending de- 
gree to the planets. The Moon's 
North Node (Caput Draconis) is di- 


rected against the order of the signs. 
[This is novel.] He does not say to 
direct the Pars Fortunae retrograde. 


2. On p. 260 he says: "When the 
significator you wish to direct is on 
the Ascendant, take the Ascensions of 
the degree in which the significator is 
according to the Ascensions of the 
degree of that planet [i.e. OA] to 
which you want to direct him and the 
remainder is the Arc of Direction. If 
the significator is opposed to the de- 
gree of the Ascendant, take the de- 
gree of the Descendant (which is 180 
degrees from the Ascendant) and 
compare the two." 


3. Bonatti goes on to tell us that if 
the significator is in the X" or IV" 
houses, take the [Right] Ascensions 
of MC (or IC) from the [Right] As- 
censions of the significator and the 
result is the arc of direction. 


4. Page 256: "The Significators 
which are moved are seven: The de- 
gree of the Ascendant, The degree of 
the Sun, The degree of the Moon, 
The degree of the Medium Coeli, 
The degree of the Pars Fortunae, The 
degree of the Conjunction or Preven- 
tion of the Luminaries." 


He indicates the reasons 
for these exercises in the fol- 
lowing: 


5. The Ascendant is 
directed for knowing the 
accidents of the native, 
that is, the things that 
happen to him in his 
person namely good, 
evil or mediocre. If you 
see a direction come to 
the good planets, say 
that the accidents of his 
body will be good. If, however, it 
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comes to the malefics, judge the con- 
trary. But if in bicorporeal or con- 
vertible [i.e. Mutable] signs or to 
mediocre or mediocrely-disposed 
planets, judge that the accidents are 
mediocre and neither truly good nor 
truly evil. 


6. The Sun is directed for knowing 
what dignities or exaltations or things 
pertaining to honor or secular fame 
the native will come to. Whence if 
the Sun is of good condition and well 
disposed and his direction comes to 
the benefics also [who are] well dis- 
posed, it signifies that the native will 
attain to great and famous honors. If 
you find the contrary, so judge. If the 
Sun is mediocrely disposed or the 
benefics to which the direction is 
made are mediocrely disposed, it sig- 
nifies that the native attains to some 
degree of dignities but will not be 
very famous. 


7. The Moon is directed for knowing 
the disposition of the native's body, 
the condition of his mother, the quali- 
ty of his soul and that of his wife. If 
the Moon is of good quality and well 
disposed, and the direction is to ben- 
efics well disposed, it signifies that 
the disposition of the native's body 
will be good and laudable and that 
the quality of his soul will be good. 
He will be happily married. If the 
Lord of the Seventh is of 
good condition and well dis- 
posed, and in good aspect to 
the Lord of the Ascendant 
or with the Moon herself, 
or with the Lord of the 
Part of the Wife’. From 
contrary indica- 
tions contrary 
judgments are 
made; mediocre 
from mediocre. 
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8. The Part of Fortune (Pars Fortu- 
nae) is directed for knowing the na- 
ive's wealth, increase of his monies, 
and his acquisitions. Whence if the 
Part of Fortune is well disposed and 
its direction arrives at the benefics 
well disposed, it signifies that the na- 
tive will acquire and accumulate 
much money by lawful means. If, 
however, the benefic is afflicted, it 
signifies that he will acquire it but 
after acquisition will waste it. If you 
see the contrary so judge; likewise 
with mediocre ones. 


9. The MC is directed for knowing 
the native's works and arts, or pro- 
fessions as Alcabitius affirms. Thus, 
if the Lord of the MC is well dis- 
posed, the native will occupy himself 
well with respect to his profession, 
duties, and to all arts and secular 
matters and to those things which 
concern them. 


10. The Degree of the Conjunction 
is directed in order to know all things 
and ought to be considered regarding 
all the aforesaid things all the way to 
the middle of the native's life if the 
nativity is conjunctional. If it is well 
disposed it will increase the signifi- 
cance of those planets signifying 
good and it will diminish the signifi- 
cance of those signifying evil. How- 
ever, if it is badly disposed it in- 
creases the significations of the evil 
indicators and decreases the good. 
You can say likewise regarding the 
degree of prevention®, and you will 
divide the aspects of the benefics or 
malefics with the Almuten over the 
aforesaid degrees and their significa- 
tors because they add or diminish 
according to their nature [esse] and 
their dispositions. 
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11. And so these things ought to be 
considered universally in nativities 
and of the beginnings of all things in 
which an end is expected’. If indeed 
in the revolutions of years either of 
the world or of nativities you desire 
to look into the aforesaid things, look 
to the ascendant of any of those 
years. For if you desire to direct to a 
year of the world, Alcabitius said, 
that in order to foreknow the condi- 
tion of the peasants'° we ought to di- 
rect the degree of the ascendant of 
the revolution and to give one day to 
every 59 minutes and 8 seconds!'; 
and accordingly as the direction 
comes to benefics or malefics you are 
able to judge regarding their nature 
and state in those days all the way to 
the end of that revolution and this 
according to the oblique circle. How- 
ever, if you desire to look at the di- 
rection of kings, you will see them 
from the degree of the Medium Coeli 
according to the direct circle’? giving 
to one day each 59 minutes and 8 
seconds, and thus you may know the 
accidents which should happen to 
kings in that revolution, because they 
are kings. But regarding their deeds 
and characteristics and their persons 
you ought to view them just as with 
other individuals and according as 
you see the direction to come to ben- 
efics or infortunes you will judge 
their nature as good or evil or medio- 
cre whether they be kings or peas- 
ants. You are able to say likewise 
regarding the nature of the revolution 
of their nativities from the ascendant 
of the revolution. In Revolutions of 
the World, [however, directions are 
taken] from the ascendant of the revo- 
lution of the years of the world ac- 
cording to the oblique circle in order 
to know the condition of the vulgar’. 
Revolutions however of kings fare] 
according to the direct circle'* for 
their condition as has been said. 


N HIS Chapter XV, "On the Di- 
rection of Significators," he tells 
how to direct: 


12. "And from this, the direction of 
significators, that is, you direct the 
significator which you desire to any 
place of the signs, and you may know 
how many degrees of direction there 
may be between them and you will 
receive one year for each degree.'° 


13. Therefore when you desire to 
know this and the significator which 
you desire to direct to some part of 
the circle, is in the ascendant, take 
the ascensions of the degrees in 
which the significator is according to 
the ascensions of the region [OA], 
from the ascensions [in OA] of the 
degrees of that [point] to which you 
desire to direct him, and what re- 
mains will be the arc of direction!®. 
But if the significator is in opposition 
to the degree of the ascendant, take 
the ascensions of the opposite degree 
in which the significator is from the 
ascensions of degree opposite to that 
which you desire to direct him in that 
region because the setting of any sign 
agrees with the risings opposite it’’. 
And it ought to be known that the 
degrees of direction for each of 
which one year is received are equa- 
torial degrees of the day’*. Both the 
degrees which are directed and 
[those] to which the direction may be 
are degrees of the oblique circle. 


14. But if the significator is in the X" 
house or in the IV", you will take the 
ascensions of the degree to which you 
desire to direct him by the ascensions 
of the right circle’? [RA] and what 
remains will be the arc of direction. 


15. But if the significator which you 
desire to direct is not in an angle, 
look to his distance from the nearest 
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angle, that is, from the X" house or 
from the angle of the IV" house’. If 
it is between the ascendant and the 
X" take the ascensions of the degree 
of the X" house [RA] from the as- 
censions of the degree of the signifi- 
cator by the Right circle** [RA; that 
is, again, the MD]. [and what re- 
mains of each of these places, divide 
by the parts of the hours of this day 
and the arc of the significator and 
what results from that division will be 
the hour?? of distance from the 
angle. ]** 


16. And if it is between the ascend- 
ant and the IV" house take the ascen- 
sions of the degree of the significator 
according to the Right circle [RA] 
from the ascensions of the IV" house 
[RA, the MD]. Again, if the signifi- 
cator is between the IV" and the 
VII'", take the ascensions of the de- 
gree of the IV" house [RA] from the 
ascensions of the significator by the 
Right circle [RA; again, the MD]. 
[and what remains of each of these 
places divide that arc of the significa- 
tor by the parts of the hours of the 
night, and this if the significators are 
in the same and not in diverse quad- 
rants. ] 


17. If the significator is in the mid- 
dle of the oriental circle which is 
from the X" all the way to the IV", 
from those [degrees] which succeed 
the ascendant take the degree of the 
significator from the ascensions of 
that degree to which you desire to 
direct by the Right Circle, and what 
remains will be the significator, save 
this. After this take the ascensions of 
the region from the ascensions of the 
degree to which you desire to direct 
him according to the ascensions of 
the region and what is left will be the 
significator of the region. After this 
look to the remainder which is bet- 
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ween the significator of the Right 
Circle and the significator of the re- 
gion® and take a sixth part”® of that 
remainder and multiply this by the 
hour of the distance from the angle 
and what results will be the 
equation?’. That is, if the distance is 
of one hour, take one sixth, and if it 
is more take as many sixths so that 
for each hour you take one sixth. 
And if the significator of the Right 
Circle is less than the significator of 
the region, add that equation to the 
significator of the Right Circle. And 
if it is greater, take that equation 
from it and what remains will be the 
arc of direction. 


18. And if the significator is in the 
middle of the occidental circle, you 
will do it as Alcabitius does it, the 
long way, which method of directing 
he gives fully.”® 


ONATTI addresses the oft cited 

problem of the planets latitude in 
his Chapter IX: "On the conjunction 
of the Planets according to latitude." 


19. Mention having been made above 
regarding the conjunction of the plan- 
ets and that mention was on their con- 
junction according to longitude, con- 
sidering that conjunction concerning 
the east and west or the contrary. 
Now, however, it remains to discuss 
their conjunction according to latitude 
and it is that which happens between 
them from the south to the north or 
vice versa or to either part. The con- 
junction of latitude is when one plan- 
et is joined to another, according to 
its latitude, that is, if one planet is 
joining to another corporally and both 
are in one degree, their conjunction 
will be by latitude and equal, whether 
the conjunction or application were 
northern or southern because the lati- 
tude of each of them will be to one 
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and the same part. And if their con- 
junction is by opposition their lati- 
tudes will be equal, so it is that the 
latitude of one may be ascending in 
the north, and the other ascending in 
the south. And although that state- 
ment seems perhaps difficult to un- 
derstand”*, however, it is easy*° be- 
cause when a planet proceeds to 
greater longitude then it is ascending 
in the north. And it is fitting for this 
to be so since one may be joined to 
the other by opposition when that one 
may be in one quarter of its epicycle 
and the other, in its epicycle, in the 
quarter opposed to it. All other con- 
junctions which happen by another 
mode than this are conjunctions of 
longitude and not of latitude. And 
this mode is that one planet is north- 
ern and ascending in the north, and 
the other is southern and ascending in 
the south. This is the conjunction of 
latitude. Moreover the wise men of 
this art, and especially those who use 
the Almanach*' do not concern them- 
selves much in their judgments with 
the conjunction of latitude which 
seems to me incongruous especially 
in great deeds, as in nativities, uni- 
versal questions, revolutions of years 
and the like. 


20 Bonatti tells us that latitude should 
always be considered in directions. 
He also tells us that all directions of 
the Ascendant or of planets on the 
Ascendant ought to be calculated 
according to the ascensions of the 
region. All directions of the MC in 
Right Ascension; all directions of the 
Ascendant in Oblique Ascension, and 
all interplanetary direction in Right 
Ascension with latitude. [It is signifi- 
cant that no mention is made of dec- 
lination.] 


Considerations VIII:4 


—= 
Ptolemy's Terms 
Aries JP 6 VE 8 ME 7 MA 5 SA 4 
Taurus VE 8 ME 7 JP 7 SA 2 MA 6 
Gemini ME 7 JP 6 VE 7 MA 6 SA 4 
Cancer MA 6 JP 7 ME 7 VE 7 SA 3 
Leo JP 6 ME 7 SA 6 VE 6 MA 5 
Virgo ME 7 VE 6 JP. 5 SA 6 MA 6 
Libra SA 6 VE 5 ME 5 JP 8 MA 6 
Scorpio MA 6 VE 7 JP 8 ME 6 SA 3 
Sagittarius JP 8 VE 6 ME 5 SA 6 MA 5 
Capricorn VE 6 ME 6 JP 7 SA 6 MA 5 
Aquarius SA 6 ME 6 VE 8 JP 5 MA 5 
Pisces VE 8 JP 6 ME 6 MA 5 SA 5 


) S aieee on directing by terms: 


21. Ptolemy* "and all others ob- 
served that in order to know the con- 
dition of the native from the rising 
degree according to the terms to the 
rays of the benefics and malefics. If 
the divisor or dispositor [ruler of the 
term>?] is a benefic it signifies health 
and safety of the body and its good 
condition according to the condition 
of the dispositor. It will be greater or 
better condition if they (the aspectin, 
planets) should be antecedent to it.° 
This happens to kings and wealthy 
men more than to lesser men and 
poor men and paupers and vile and 
mediocre men. The better the condi- 
tion of the benefic the better the con- 
dition of the native. 


22. If, on the other hand, the divisor 
or dispositor were a malefic, and the 
division is found to be in the rays of 
some other malefic, it signifies the 
evil condition of the native in that 
division or disposition. It signifies 
infirmities of the complexion of the 
body according to the malefic's dis- 


position. The worse the condition of 
the malefic the worse the condition of 
the native at that time. Things are yet 
more dangerous if the other malefics 
are present. But is the divisor or dis- 
positor were a malefic and the rays of 
the benefics were present, or if the 
divisor is a malefic and the benefics 
are present, the condition of the na- 
tive will be mediocre -- that is, 
sometimes during the period in ques- 
tion he will be healthy and sometimes 
infirm; at one time wealthy and at 
another poor. Sometimes having 
money and at another time lacking; at 
one time acquiring and at another 
time giving away; sometimes order- 
ing his own affairs and at another 
time laying them waste. [See also the 
disposition of the divisor for this also 
alters things a bit.] 


Bonatti was fond of Ptolemy's 


Terms. 


ONATTI has a list of seventeen 
"Destroyers." 
The following kill by their nature: 
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i. Saturn. 

ii. Mars 

iii. North Node 
iv. South Node 


The following kill by accident: 

y. Sun by corporal conjunction, 
square, opposition. 

vi. Moon by corporal conjunction 
with Sun unless in Zamini Solis. 
Also at Sun's square and opposition. 
Also when it reaches the Ascendant 
if it were Hyleg without a benefic 
aspecting it and if the same degree 
rises in the Solar Return. 

North Node and South Node kill 
when the Hyleg is joined to them in 
the Natal or Solar Return unless at 
the same time the benefics aspect. 


Understand the same regarding the 
following: 


vii. XII" house cusp 

viii. VI" house cusp 

ix. VIII" house cusp 

x. Cor Scorpionis 

xi. Cor Taurii 

xii. Mercury when he is joined to 
any malefic corporally -- also by 
square or opposition without a per- 
fect reception or aspect of a benefic. 
Also when he is in the rising degree 
at birth, or 

xiii. were [Mercury] Hyleg himself, 
or afflicts the Hyleg with a square 
or opposition but not when he is 
with the benefics. 

xiv. The Hyleg itself kills if joined 
to the Ascendant of the nativity. 

xv. A planet evilly disposed at birth 
directed to the Hyleg. 

xvi. A perfect direction at the end of 
a sign with half the Lesser, Middle 
or Greater years of the Alcohoden.*® 
xvii. When the dispositor changes 
from Hyleg out of the term of one 
malefic into the term of another 
malefic, it kills. 
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Conclusions on Bonatti's 
Teachings on 
Primary Directions 


(a) Bonatti is not as clear or com- 
plete on the subject as we would like. 
He seems to be reporting on the prac- 
tice rather than evidencing its use. At 
one point he seems to confuse RA, 
OA and Zodiacal Longitude (p. 192 
of my translation -- before the section 
shown), mixing Secondaries up with 
Primaries and then adding Profec- 
tions. He does not give us an entire 
description of Primary Directions. He 
ends up by referring us to Alcabitius. 


(b) His method is essentially Ptole- 
my's, or at least his understanding of 
Alcabitius' understanding of Ptole- 
my's method of Prorogations. He 
gives no evidence of having seen a 
copy of the Zetrabiblos or the Alma- 
gest. 

There is no confusion nor anything 
wrong with his description of Direc- 
tions involving the MC or Ascendant. 
He begins to get foggy when describ- 
ing directions involving points inter- 
mediary between the Ascendant and 
Meridian -- just as Morinus (and Pla- 
cidus too, for that matter) accused 
medieval astrologers of being. 

What he seems to be doing with 
the “hours of distance" is taking a 
part of the AD proportionate to the 
"time", that is, a fraction of day or 
night. 

In paragraphs 15 and 16 above, he 
does not give us an Arc of Direction. 
Rather, the “hour of distance from 
the angle" (hora distanti@e ab angulo) 
seems to be used in connection with 
directing planets on the easterly half 
of the figure only (paragraph 17). 

He sounds strangely like Placidus 
at one point where, after having 
found the MD of a body, he then tells 


us to divide it by the parts of the 
hours of the day to find the hours of 
longitude from the angle. Later he 
wants us to compare the RA arc bet- 
ween two places on the east of the 
figure, which he calls "the significa- 
tor of the right circle" and the "signi- 
ficator of the region" -- a similar arc 
of OA. We are to take 1/6" of the 
difference and the remainder is mul- 
tiplied by the hour of longitude from 
the angle to find the "equation." This 
equation is added to or subtracted 
from the significator of the right cir- 
cle in order to find the Arc of Direc- 
tion. The 1/6" sounds like a propor- 
tional device corresponding to the 
"double horary times" which Wilson 
speaks of in his Dictionary. 


(c) What will seem new to many is 
Bonatti's use of Primaries to Direct 
by Terms and also that he uses Pri- 
maries in Revolutions and Elections. 
Actually we find the directing by 
terms in Dorotheus and a number of 
early astrological works. The idea is 
that each sign is unequally divided 
among the five visible planets (see 
above Table of Ptolemy's Terms). 
This permits the astrologer to assert 
that there is a modulation of influence 
in various regions or "terms" within 
the sign and these terms are charac- 
terized by the planetary natures. Thus 
the first 6° of Aries are Jupiterian, 
the next 8° Venusian, the next 7° 
Mercurial, and so on. As these terms 
go over the MC, the luck regarding 
profession changes in accordance 
with the nature of the planetary ruler 
of the term and its state and determi- 
nation in the natal figure in question. 
So too, the affairs of the I house. As 
the terms rise they alter the native's 
body and personality. The Direction 
of Terms over the MC is easiest as it 
involves RA only (which on the MC 
is equal to Zodiacal Longitude). On 
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the ASC, of course, OA is used. 

Primary Directions were used in 
revolutions in De revolutionibus na- 
tivitatum by Hermes (Albumasar ?). 
He tells us that Primaries are to be 
used not only in the Natal but in an- 
nual revolutions both of the Natal and 
of Solar Ingresses into Aries, Bonatti 
too, tells us that directions are to be 
used in "the beginnings of all things 
in which an end is expected." This 
seems to imply Elections, but he ac- 
tually says: "If indeed in the revolu- 
tion of years either of the World 
[Solar Ingress in Aries] or of Nativi- 
ties [Solar Returns] you desire to 
know the aforesaid things, look to the 
Ascendant of any of those years. If 
you want to direct the years of the 
world, as Alcabitius said, to know 
the condition of the peasant [the peo- 
ple], direct the degree of the Ascend- 
ant of the Revolution and give one 
day to every 59'08" and as the direc- 
tion comes to benefics or malefics 
you may judge according to their na- 
ture and state. This is according to 
the Oblique Circle [that is, in Oblique 
Ascension]. However, if you want to 
see the direction of Kings, look to the 
MC and direct that according to the 
Right [or Direct] Circle [that is, in 
Right Ascension] giving each 59'08" 
one day of time. In this way you can 
know the accidents which will happen 
to the Kings in that Revolution as 
Kings. However, as individuals, 
should you want to know their deeds 
and characteristics and their persons, 
you ought to view them just as other 
individuals and according as their 
direction comes to benefics or malef- 
ics you will judge their condition as 
good or evil in the same way as you 
would anyone else's." 

His list of the seventeen destroyers 
(anaretae) is unique, I believe. 


(d) His mathematics should be 
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studied with an eye to the astro- 
mathematical methodologies of his 
day. His limiting the number of Sig- 
nificators to seven is practical. Re- 
member, he had no computer, no cal- 
culator, no logarithms and no alge- 
braic notation. His calculations would 
have to be done longhand (if written 
at all) and, as is apparent from the 
passages quoted, would have in- 
volved the addition, subtraction and 
multiplication of fractions. This was 
unwieldy and it is not surprising that 
he would seek to limit the amount of 
computation to a minimum. His en- 
tire theory of what is moved to what 
in order to know what is effected by 
this practical consideration. We see 
here a tool (or lack thereof) affecting 
one's method. 

It is also possibly noteworthy that 
the word "declination" is not used. 
Ptolemy does not speak of declination 
in the Almagest or in the Tetrabiblos. 
As far as I know it is not until Cam- 
panus (1232-1296) used the term 
"declination" in his Theorica plane- 
tarum (c. 1255-1261), which is the 
first detailed account of Ptolemy's 
Almagest to be written in the Latin- 
speaking West, that the word declina- 
tio shows up with its proper usage. 
Campanus was a contemporary of 
Bonatti's but it is not known to me 
whether Campanus' technical termi- 
nology was known to Bonatti. Be- 
sides, Bonatti was working from 12th 
century Latin translations of Arabic 
texts of the 8th to 12th century. Ap- 
parently his sources did not know 
declinatio. | speculate that the usage 
of the term "declination" was a rather 
late introduction to astronomical ter- 
minology. Ecliptical Longitude (liter- 
ally "Length") and Latitude (literally 
“Breadth") are perpendicular coordi- 
nates which are attested to at an early 
date -- as early as the 6th century 
B.C.**. Declination which is perpen- 
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dicular to the Equator and corre- 
sponds to Celestial Latitude, is in- 
clined (declinans) to both Longitude 
and Latitude; hence its name. I can- 
not yet find support for this nor as- 
certain, for certain, when the term 
began to be used. There is evidence, 
according to Berry*”, that both the 
Ecliptic System, which locates a 
point on the celestial sphere in Longi- 
tude and Latitude, and the Equatorial 
System, which locates the same body 
by reference to Right Ascension and 
Declination, were known in the Hel- 
lenistic Period. He cites books on 
spherics, such as Euclid's Phaenome- 
na (c. 300 B.C.), to support this, 
though he mentions that the terms 
Longitude, Latitude, Ascensio Direc- 
ta and Declination are not Greek but 
later. In the 15th century Ulegh Begh 
recorded celestial positions in Lati- 
tude and Longitude.** Pannekoek tells 
us that the emphasis on Right Ascen- 
sion and Declination presently em- 
ployed in modern astronomy devel- 
oped in the 16th century when sim- 
pler instruments were developed 
which could more accurately measure 
celestial positions in terms of the 
Equatorial System and when Spheri- 
cal Trigonometry got to the point 
where it could be used to deduce 
Longitude and Latitude.*? Vitruvius 
uses the term as equal to the altitude 
of the pole.*° 

Bonatti's loose use of terminology 
(for example, "Longitude" used in 
connection with both circulus directus 
and circulus obliquus) is probably 
best explained by saying that in Bo- 
natti's day astronomical and 
mathematical terminology was not yet 
standardized.*! Longitude, for Bonat- 
ti, means either the distance from a 
point in the sky to 0° Aries measured 
along the ecliptic, or along the equa- 
tor, or simply length. 


1. 


wn 


Notes 


The following material on Primary Direc- 
tions comes from Guido Bonatti's Liber 
Astronomicus, Guidonis Bonatti Forlivien- 
sis Mathematici de Astronomia Tractatus 
X universum quod iudiciariam rationem 
nativitatum, aeris tempestatum attinet, 
comprehendentes. 1550 Basel edition, 
trans. Robert Zoller. Copyright 1988, 
1993. It will form part of the forthcoming 
book Medieval Predictive Techniques by 
Robert Zoller, with an Introduction and 
Commentary by Rob Hand. 

Gerard of Cremona (1114-1187) is credit- 
ed with a translation of the Almagest but it 
seems not to have been understood by 
many astrologers, including Bonatti. I am 
presently preparing a full translation of 
Bonatti's work but have yet to find any 
clear indication that he was familiar with 
the Almagest. 

The Nestorian Christian Ishaq ibn Hunain 
translated the Almagest and the Tetrabi- 
blos into Arabic at Baghdad around 828 
for the Caliph al-Mansur. Plato of Tivoli 
translated the Tetrabiblos of Ptolemy from 
Arabic at Barcelona in 1138. 

Astrologia Gallica, 1661, Book XXII, 
Preface. 

Ibid. Section I, Chapter VIII. 

By John Napier (1550-1617), Laird of 
Merchiston in Scotland. He described logs 
in his Mirifici Logarithorum Canonis 
(1614) and explained them in his Con- 
structio (1619). At the time these damned 
tables were considered such an advance in 
mathematical technology that they war- 
ranted a special visit to Napier in Scotland 
by Kepler from Germany. 

See Robert Zoller, Lost Key to Prediction, 
New York, Inner Traditions, 1980, pp. 
103-106. Bonatti probably refers to the 
first part of the vie house, "pars coniu- 
gii virorum secundum Hermetem," Saturn 
to Venus projected from Asc. 

i.e., if the Figure is Preventional -- from 
the middle of the native's life to the end. 


10. 
ll. 


12. 
13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18 


19. 
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Elections are referred to here. The begin- 
ning of any matter is considered the birth 
of the matter. 

Or of the people of a country generally. 
The so-called Naibod Key. Called such 
after Valentin Nabod or Naiboda (1527-?) 
whose name is associated with this time 
measure, though, that he did not create it 
is seen by Bonatti's familiarity with it in 
the 13th century. 

i.e., Right Ascension. 

i.e., the common herd. The attitude of the 
upper classes to the common people in the 
Middle Ages is best described in the line 
from a Monty Python movie. The liege- 
man says, "My Lord, the peasants are 
revolting!" The Lord replies, "They cer- 
tainly are.” 

Also Right Ascension because the judg- 
ment of the esse of kings in Revolutions 
of the world and Ingresses is made from 
the X™ house. 

Note that Bonatti is now speaking of one 
year = 1°. He has changed the time 
measure from Naibod's which he used 
before. We must assume he means either 
Naibod or 1° = onc year. 

This would probably have been accom- 
plished with Tables of Oblique Ascension 
for various latitudes. 

For example, let Neptune be in the vi" 
at 10° Libra with 2° North latitude. Let 
the VII" house cusp be 12° Virgo. Birth 
place Mount Vernon, New York. 


MC = 20° Sagittarius. 
RAMC = 259°07' 
OA = RAMC + 90 = 349°07' 
OD, 12° Virgo = 349°07' - 180° 
= 169°07' 
Now find Neptune's OD, 189°58' 
The conjunction of Neptune to the vi" 
cusp = Neptune opposed Ascendant. 


OD NP 189°58' 

OD Desc 169°07' 

arc of dir = 20°51' = 20” 10" 6° 
after birth. 

sunt gradus aequatoris diei 


circuli directi 
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20. i.e., the planet's meridian distance. 

21. per circulum directum 

22, sce previous Note 10. 

23. hora 

24. cf. Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, Book III, 
Chapters XIV and XV, Ashmand's trans. 
London: Foulsham, 1917. 

25. "Ascensional Difference is the difference 
between the right and oblique ascension of 
any star or part of the ecliptic.” James 
Wilson, A Complete Dictionary of Astrol- 
ogy, London, orig. 1819. New York: 
Samuel Weiser, 1971. 

26. cf. Ashmand's Ptolemy, pp. 144-146. 

27. This "equation" is used for finding the 
OA of a planet under its own pole. It ena- 
bles us to take the appropriate part of the 
AD; which added to or subtracted from 
the difference twixt MD and OA = Arc 
of Direction. I see no reason why Bonatti 
tells us to see Alcabitius here. He seems 
to lay out Ptolemy's "even more simple 
method" rather clearly. cf; Ashmand's 
Ptolemy, pp. 144-146. 

28. cf. Ashmand's Ptolemy, Bk II], Chapter 
XIV, para. 1. This distinction between 
how to direct "prorogators" (to usc Pto- 
lemy's term) which are in the eastern half 
of the figure or the western comes from 
Ptolemy, /oc. cit. supra. Also in Bk Ill, 
Chapter XV. 

29. forte ad intelligendum 

30. tamen in se leve est 

31. i.e., the ephemeris or calendar-almanacs 
such as Albiruni describes in his Book of 
Instruction in the Elements of the Art of 
Astrology, trans. R. Ramsey Wright, 
London: Luzac & Co. 1934, sections 321- 
323. 

32. Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos. Bk 1, Chapter 
XXIII-XXIV, discusses the Egyptian, 
Chaldean, and his own Terms but gives us 
no guidance on how to use them. In Bk 
Ill, Chapter XIV (p. 136 of ed. cit.) he 
mentions the benefic terms as impeding 
the anarctic effect of killing directions. 
Thus, while he mentions terms in the 
same chapter as he discusses "proroga- 
tions” or Primary Directions, he does not 
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33. 


34. 


35. 


36. 


37. 


38. 
39. 


40. 


41. 


clearly teach Directing by Terms such as 
Bonatti, who follows Arabic practice, 
does. 

Dorotheus (Pentateuch, Bk 1, Chapter 12) 
delineates using the terms, but in Bk III, 
Chapters 1 & 2, he directs by terms just 
as Bonatti does and is certainly a source 
for this tradition. 

In the book allegedly by Hermes, Her- 
metis Philosophi De Revolutionibus nativi- 
tatum incerto inerprete... bound with Pro- 
clus in Claudii Prolemaei quadripartium 
ennarator ignoti nominis Basilieae 1559, 
thought by some to have actually been 
written by Abu Ma'shar, we also find the 
idea of directing by terms. 

This terminology, i.c., of referring to the 
term as a division and its ruler as the divi- 
sor is reflective of the language used by 
Hermes, op. cit., Chapter 5 and else- 
where. 

I presume this means that the ruler of the 
term should be applying to the aspects of 
the benefics. 

The planct that gives the number of years 
of life. 

Bartel L. van der Waerden, Science 
Awakening, New York: Oxford Univ. 
Press, 1974, p.96. 

Arthur Berry, A Short History of Astron- 
omy from the earliest times through the 
Nineteenth Century, New York: Dover, 
1961, p. 37. 

Berry, op. cit. p. 82. 

A. Pannekock, A History of Astronomy, 
New York: Dover, 1989, p. 201. 
Vitruvius, 9, 7, 1 cited in Lewis & Short, 
A Latin Dictionary, Oxford: Clarendon 
Press, p. 521. 

This may also be the reason why it is un- 
clear when or where declination was first 


used. 
oO 
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Exact Astrology 


Part 2 : Predictions 


by A. J. MANTEL 


HE PREVIOUS article ex- 
] plained how to calculate the 
Speculum, the True Zodiacal 


Positions (TZP) of the planets and the 
twelve cusps of the Ascendant Paral- 
lel Circle (APC) system of Houses. 
We now proceed with the next step: 
the progressive movements of the 
planets and how they effect our lives. 

We distinguish the following pro- 
gression systems: 


a. The Primary Zodiacal Directions. 
b. The Primary Mundane Directions. 
c. The Secondary Directions. 


We sometimes also have to consid- 
er Transits. These arise from the dai- 
ly movements of the planets. On their 
own they have very little or no effect, 
for they make too many aspects each 
day and are short-lived. This makes 
them totally useless for prediction. 
However, they can on occasion be 
helpful in correcting the Ascendant. 


RIMARY DIRECTIONS are 
based on the Earth's rotation. 
From the moment of birth, the en- 
tire horoscope with all the planets and 
sensitive points moves in a clockwise 
direction with a speed of around one 
degree per year. The actual move- 
ment in longitude of the planets im- 
mediately after birth is ignored. The 
relationship between this diurnal 


movement and the time that it takes a 
planet to complete an aspect is called 
the Time Key and is indicated by the 
Greek letter 7, tau. 

The idea that the time key of 1° 
was equivalent to one year most 
probably came from observing that it 
takes the Sun 365.2422 days, which 
is close to 360 (the number of de- 
grees in a circle), to complete one 
apparent revolution or year. Howev- 
er, astrologers soon found out that 
this time key did not work. This was 
only to be expected as 360° has no 
real connection with any cosmic fac- 
tor. All sorts of time keys were then 
invented around 1°, for example 


365.2422/360 
360/365.2422 
the Asc's semi-diurnal arc/90° 
90°/the Asc's semi-diurnal arc 
the Asc's semi-nocturnal arc/90° 
90°/the Asc's semi-nocturnal arc 


In recent times, members of the 
Dutch astrological group, the W.v.A. 
or Werkgemcenschap van Astrologen 
have used the second of the above- 
listed time keys: 


360/365.2422 
or 0.98565° of arc = one year, 
which is known as the Naibod Key. 


This Naibod Key looks quite good 
in theory because it is the ratio of the 
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E 


eanings of Abbreviations 


n 


T  Sidereal time 

R Right Ascension of any 

point. 

L Longitude of any point. 

SB beta, the Latitude, + or -, 

of a point. 

6 delta, the Declination, + or 
-, of a point. 

MC Medium Coeli or Midheav- 
en. The point of inter- 
ception of meridian and 
the ecliptic. 

Ic Immum Coeli. The other 
point of interception of the 
meridian and ecliptic. 

RAMC, the R of the MC. 

OA Oblique Ascension 

OD Oblique Descension 

m Meridian distance in right 
ascension. 

Oblique m. 

Ascensional difference 

q on the horizon 

the geographic latitude of 

place, its Pole elevation, 

+ or-. 

Ci) theta, pole elevation of a 
planet, or position circle 
(+ above horizon, - below) 

€ epsilon, the mean Obliquity 
of the ecliptic (23°27') 

TZP the True Zodiacal Position 

Z Zenith 

Na Nadir 

E East Point 

W ~ West Point 

N North Point 

Ss South Point 

Np North Pole 

Sp South Pole 

T tau, the time key used in 
Primary directions. 


soe” 
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number of days in a tropical year 
(365.2422) and the number of de- 
grees (360°) in a sidereal day. Unfor- 
tunately it does not pass scientific 
tests and is therefore unacceptable. 
Later, in this series of articles, I will 
show how I stumbled on the "missing 
link" that does work beyond any 
shadow of a doubt. 


PRIMARY ZODIACAL aspect 
is made when a planet (not the 
TZP of a planet) has ascended or de- 
scended in its movement after birth 
(with the speed dictated by the time 
key) parallel to the Equator, in a 
clockwise direction, to the position 
circle of another planet in the station- 
ary birth chart, or to the position cir- 
cle of a conjunction, sextile, square, 
trine or opposition of a planet's TZP. 
The moving planet is called the 
promissor, and the stationary planet 
is the significator. 

In the other type of Primary Direc- 
tion, the Primary Mundane Direction, 
which will be discussed later, it is the 
moving sensitive point of a planet 
that is the promissor and the station- 
ary natal planet is again the significa- 
tor. 

Figure | illustrates an example of a 
Primary Zodiacal aspect, Jupiter 
coming by diurnal rotation to the 
square of Saturn. 

The arc, JP > A, which the prom- 
issor Jupiter takes, in the direction of 
the arrows in Fig. 1, clockwise and 
parallel to the Equator, is the arc we 
want. This will give us the number of 
degrees, minutes and seconds of the 
arc between Jupiter and Point A. 
Point A is on the same position circle 
as the square aspect point of the TZP 
of Saturn. We can then say that a 
Primary Zodiacal square is complete. 

Remember that all measurements 
are from 0° Aries anticlockwise, see 
the arrows in Fig. 1. 


Figure 1: 
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The position of a Primary Zodiacal Aspect, 


Jupiter square Saturn 


R of Jupiter = 0° Aries - A; m of 90° of Saturn = RAMC - C; 
6JP=65JP =JP-A&JP -B; sJP_ = RAMC-F; qJP =B-F,; 
¢ position circle = Np - D; RJP = 0° Aries - RAMC -B; 

OA JP_ = 0° Aries “ RAMC - F; 

RAMC = 87°24'30"; L.90° SA = L TZP SA + 90° = 139°24'. 


In the above example the arc is 
100°21'45", therefore the aspect will 
show its effect in 100°21'45" x 7 
years after birth. The 7 here is 
1.01096° per year. The Primary Zo- 
diacal square by Jupiter to Saturn is 
thus due to occur at age 101.462 
years, on 12th February 2013. The 
writer doesn't believe he needs to 
worry about it. 

The arc we are going to calculate 
is: 


Arc = RIP-RIP sono sa 
In words, the arc is the right as- 
cension of Jupiter minus the right 
ascension of Jupiter under the pole 
elevation of the square of Saturn. For 
convenience, in this last expression 
the full subscript is replaced by an 


x" subscript, thus 


Arc = RJP-RIP, 
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Formulae used 


1. L = cos" (cos R. cos 8) This set of four formulae 

2. 6 =sin! (sin L. sine) are only valid for a point 

3. 6 = tan" (sin R. tan e) on the ecliptic, € = 0. 
4. R = tan" (tan L. cos €) 


For any other point on the sphere (with B and 6) : 


5. R = cos? [(cos L. cos f)/cos 4] In these formulae 5-10 ignore 
6. L = cos! [(cos R. cos 8)/cos f] any + or - signs. 

In Formula 9, the value of 
7. q = sin” (tan 6. tan ¢) is + if the planet is above 
8. q = sin’ (tan 6. tan p. sins) is above the horizon, it is - if 
9. @ = tan’ (tan p. sin s) the planet is below. 
10. Q = sin’ (tan p. tan 5. Asc) 6.Ase = declination of Asc 


11. OA = RAMC + s, and OD = RAMC + s 
Always take the measurements of the coordinates from the RAMC anticlockwise; 
that is, if the result is over 360°, just subtract 360°. 


12. q=s-morm-s, 


13. OA =R+q; if6 = 
14. OD=Rigq;ifb= 
15. OA=R - q; if6= 
16. OD=R - q; ifi = 


For calculations on the 
Southern hemisphere, the 
signs for 5 are reversed in 
Formulae 13-16. 


t+ 


17. OA. Asc = RAMC + 90°; s. Asc = 90°; RAMC = ST x 15° 


18 m = R-RAMC, or m = RAMC-R, or m = R + (360 - RAMC) 


19. I/tans = (tan 6. tan p) + cos m Introduce the appropriate 
sinm + or - for 6 and p. 


20. 1/tan TZP = [-(tan p. tan e. sins) + cos OA] x cos € 
sin OA Substitute OD for OA in 
Formula 20 when appropriate. 
For the Southern Hemisphere remove the - sign. 


In calculating the L of the Asc. use formula 20. Remove sin s as sin s.Ase = sin 90° = 1, and 
replace OA with (RAMC + 90°) as OA.Asc = RAMC + 90°. The formula looks like this: 


1/tan L.Asc = [-(tan p.tan €) + cos (RAMC + 90°)] x cos € 
sin (RAMC + 90°) 


Again, for the Southern Hemisphere remove the - sign. 


Take special notice of the + and - signs in each of the above formulae; 
one error will throw everything out! 
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To calculate this arc we require the following coordinate values: 
(1) From the Speculum: 
R JP = 216°49'35", the value from which R JP. will be subtracted; 
6 JP = 6 JP, = -13°34'24"; p = 52°40'27"; 
RAMC = 87°24'30"; and L 90° SA = 139°24'00" (= TZP SA + 90°) 
(ii) By further calculation: 
R90°SA; 690°SA; m90°SA; s JP. =s 90° SA; 
gJP; qJP; OAJP,, (0A 90° SA = OA JP ); 
and R JP, 
Let's do it: 
R 90° SA (using formula 4): R = tan’ (tan L. cos e) 
L = 139°24'00", ¢ = 23°27' 


R 90° SA = tan'(tan 139°24'00". cos 23°27') = 141°49'17" 


6 90° SA : Formula 2: 6 = sin“(sin L. sin e) 
L = 139°24'00", € = 23°27' 
sin 6 90° SA = sin 139°24'00". sin 23°27' 
690°SA = +15°00'33" 

m 90° SA; Formula 18: m = R- RAMC 

R = 141°49'17". RAMC = 87°24'30" 

m 90° SA = 141°49'17" - 87°24'30" = 54°24'47" 

s 90° SA : Formula 19: 1/tans = (tan 6. tan p) + cos m 


sin m 
6 = 15°00'33", p = 52°40'27". m = 54°24'47" 


I/tans = (tan 15°00'33" x tan 52°40'27") + cos 54°24'47" 
sin 54°24'47" 


s = 41°03'33" 
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¢JP_: Formula 9: @ = tan'(tan p. sin s) 
p = 52°40'27"__s 41°03'33" 
eJP, = tan (tan 52°40'27" x sin 41°03'33") 
JP, = 40°44'32" 
C) JP. also equals @ of the position circle. 
q JP, : Formula 7: q = sin''(tan 5.tan ¢) 
6 = -13°34'24"  @ = 40°44'32" 
q JP, = sin’ (tan 13°34'24" x tan 40°44'32") 
q JP, = 12°00'13" 
OA JP, Formula 11: OA = RAMC + s 
RAMC = 87°24'30" ss = 41°03'33" 
OA JP, = RAMC + s, = 87°24'30" + 41°03'33" = 128°28'03" 
And finally, using formula 13 as 5 JP, is negative: 
RIP. = OA JP - q = 128°28'03" - 12°00'13" = 116°27'50" 


We now have the necessary information to calculate the arc for the Primary 
Zodiacal aspect, Jupiter square Saturn: 


Arc JP-90°-SA = RJP- RIP, = 216°49'35" - 116°27'50" 


Arc JP-90°-SA = 100°21'45" 


Primary Mundane Directions 


ty .. An aspect by Primary Mundane Direction is made when a 
sensitive point (such as a conjunction, sextile, square, trine, or opposition 
of the TZP of a planet) has ascended or descended in its movement after birth, 
(with the speed dictated by the time key 7), parallel to the equator in a clock- 
wise direction, and comes to the position circle of a planet. Note that here it is 
the aspecting sensitive point that comes to the position of a natal planet; this is 
the reverse of the Primary Zodiacal Direction. 

The promissor in this type of direction is thus the sensitive point, and the 
significator is a planet in the stationary birth chart. 

Figure 2 is a drawing of an aspect, Uranus trine Neptune, by Primary Mu- 
ndane Direction. As the position of the ecliptic in the writer's chart almost co- 
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incides with the equator, the ecliptic is drawn in Fig. 2 a bit wider for the sake 
of clarity, for instance, the 6 of the trine from Uranus, in Virgo, is actually a 
positive value even though in the drawing it shows as a negative. 
In this example, the sensitive point of Uranus (its trine) is the promissor, 
and the natal position of Neptune the significator. 
The direction arc for Uranus trine Neptune is shown in Fig. 2 as A > B, 
which is symbolized as 
R 120° UR - R 120° UR... 
To calculate the coordinates, we begin with R 120° UR: 
R 120° UR: 
The L of Uranus = its TZP at 25°51'47" Capricorn or 295°51'47". 
The L of the sensitive point, the trine from Uranus in Virgo, 
= 295°51'47" - 120° = 175°51'47". 
The R of 120° UR, with formula 4 = tan’ (tan L. cos e) 
= tan 175°51'47" x cos 23°27' = 176°12'13" 
$ 120° UR, = @ NP = 22°11'16" from Speculum 
With formula 3, we find 5 120° UR, : 
6 120° UR, = sin” (sin L. sin €) = sin 175°51'47" x sin 23°27' 
= +1°38'43" ('+' because 25° Virgo is positive) 
Further, with formula 7, g 120° UR, : 
gq 120° UR, = sin'(tan 6. tan @) = sin'(tan 6 120° UR. tan @ NP) 
= sin'(tan 1°38'43" x tan 22°11'16") = 0°40'16" 
And, with formula 15, 
OA = R - q, as 4 is negative. 
Note: R 120° UR, = OA 120° UR, + q 120° UR, 
OA 120° UR, = OA NP, which is 105°31'14" from the Speculum 


OA 120° UR, = 105°31'14" + 0°40'16" = 106°11'30" 
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Figure 2: Desens ofa ons Mundane Aspect, 
ranus trine Neptune 


The coordinates involved in the calculation of this direction, Uranus trine 
Neptune, as depicted in the above figure, are: 


6 120° UR, = 6 120° UR = E- A; 
R 120° UR, = 0°Aries - RAMC - A 
R 120° UR = 0° Aries - RAMC - B 
# 120° UR, = Np - F = ¢ NP. 
q 120° UR, = A-D 
OA 120° UR, = 0° Aries - RAMC - D = OA NP. 


TZP NP = TZP 120° UR, 
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after a fierce struggle with the laws of the universe, we can finally 


calculate the arc that the sensitive point, the trine, of the TZP of Uranus takes 
to intercept the position circle of Neptune: 


Arc for UR-120°-NP = OA 120° UR - OA 120° UR, 


= 176°12'13' - 106°11'30" 


= 70°00'43" 


To find the date, we simply divide the arc by the time key, 7, and we have 
the number of years it took for the trine of Uranus to arrive at Neptune's posi- 
tion circle, point E in Figure 2. 7 = 1.01098°. 


Age = 70°00'43"/1.01098° = 69.252 years 


This mundane direction, therefore, became exact on 27th November 1980. 


Secondary Progressions 


HIS SYSTEM is based on the 
rotation velocity of the Earth 
around the Sun. 
The time key here is: 


One solar day = One tropical year 


24hours = 365.2422 days 

This system was quite popular 
among the ancient astrologers. It is 
simple to calculate and sometimes 
gives a fair result, particularly with 
aspects between the Sun and a planet 
that has little or no latitude. 

First, as an example, we will find 
the progressed date for the comple- 
tion of the secondary Sun trine the 
TZP of natal Saturn. 

Such an aspect is formed when the 
promissor, here the Sun, in its trajec- 
tory along the ecliptic reaches the 
sensitive point, the trine of Saturn. 

Saturn's TZP is 19°24'00" Taurus 
(see Speculum), and its sensitive 
point, the trine, is thus 19°24'00" 
Virgo. 


Following the Sun's movement 
from the birthday on 27th August 
1911 in the Ephemeris, we see that 
sixteen days later on the 12th Sep- 
tember 1911 the Sun is at 18°35'43" 
Virgo at 12 noon GMT, and that 24 
hours later it is at 19°34'07" Virgo. 
Somewhere in between lies the sensi- 
tive point we want, 19°24'00" Virgo. 
With a simple interpolation, we can 
calculate how long it takes for the 
Sun to move from 18°35'43" Virgo 
to trine Saturn at 19°34'07" Virgo. 

The difference between 18°35'43" 
and 19°34'07" is 0°48'17". 

In 24 hours the Sun moves from 
18°35'43" Virgo to 19°34'07", an 
interval of 0°58'24", 

Our first calculation is therefore: 


0°48'17" x 24 = 19450'33" 
0°58'24" 


Hence the progressed aspect will 
occur 19°50'53" after noon on 12th 
September 1911, or at 7:50:53 AM 
GMT on the 13th September. 
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so 
LU 
ME 
VE 
MA 


JP 

SA 
UR 
NP 
PL 


AS 
MC 


Planet 


Planet L 


152°53'43" 
192°48'19" 
174°09'48" 
179°23'48" 

55°30'01" 


218°54'12" 
50°11'48" 

296°01'24" 
112°47'48" 
88°46'36" 


178°11'S8" 
87°37'20" 


L 


R 


R 


B 


+1°42'58" 
-4°03'36" 
-6°41'24" 
-1°54'48" 


+0°57'04" 
-2°23'36" 
-0°34'00" 
-0°34'00" 
-6°23'00" 


0° 
0° 


B 


+10°27'11" 
-3°27'45" 
-1°22'00" 
-5°52'44" 

4+17°17'24" 


-13°34'24" 
+15°29'00" 
-21°30'40" 
+20°57'12" 
+17°05'00" 


+0°42'59" 
+23°25'43" 


SPECULUM 


R 


154°50'51" 
192°27'10" 
173°01'34" 
176°44'42" 

53°38'19" 


216°49'35" 
48°25'22" 

298°08'10" 
114°30'42" 
88°43'40" 


178°20'S3" 
87°24'30" 


R 


m 


67°26'21" 
105°02'40" 
85°37'04" 
89°20'12" 
326°13'49" 


129°25'05" 
321°00'52" 
210°43'40" 
27°06'12" 
1°19'10" 


90°56'23" 
0° 


55°53'02" 

109°20'18" 
87°24'37" 
97°02'19" 

335°50'46" 


140°55'46" 
331°07'12" 
200°21'S1" 
18°07'07" 
0°56'22" 


90°00'00" 
0° 


q 


11°33'19" 
4°17'38" 
1°47'28" 
7°42'07" 
9°36'S7" 


11°30'41" 
10°06'20" 
10°21'49" 
8°59'06" 
0°22'44" 


0°56'23" 
0° 


¢ 


+47°21'17" 
-51°03'30" 
+52°38'45" 
-52°27'54" 
+28°13'11" 


-39°34'36" 
+32°21'02" 
-24°31'50" 
+22°11'16" 
+1°13'59" 


+52°40'27" 
0° 


¢ 


OA/OD 


143°17'32"A 
196°44'48"A 
179°49'07"A 
184°26'49"A 
63°15'16"D 


228°20'16"A 
58°31'42"D 
287°46'21"D 
105°31'14"A 
88°20'36"A 


177°24'30" 
87°24'30" 


OA/OD 


TZP Planet 


2°VG53'43" 
11°LB52'10" 
26°VG23'56" 
3°LB05'53" 
24°TAST'07" 


8°SC30'46" 
19°TA24'00" 
25°CP51'47" 
22°CNS56'20" 
28°GMS58'15" 


28°VG11'58" 
27°GM37'20" 


TZP 


Planet 
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Figure 3: Natal Horoscope showing the TZP of the Planets 


Name: A. J. Mantel 
Born: 27th August 1911 
Time: 7" 31' 49" AM, L.M.T. 
Birthplace: Zuid Scharwoude, N. Holland 52°40'27" North (p) 4°48'32" East. 
ST = 5h 49'38", RAMC = 87°24'30". 


As the birth was in the morning, at 
731'49" AM GMT, the time dif- 
ference is just 19'04" after this, sev- 
enteen days later. 


19'04" x 365.2422 = 4.5 days 
248 


The date is thus 17 years and 5 
days after birth, or 2nd September 
1928. 

The very next day, on the 3rd Sep- 
tember 1928, the writer began his 
studies at the Technical High School 
in Haarlem. The results of this good 
aspect have lasted throughout my 
whole life. 

The secondary progressed Sun can 
be very effective for rectifying the 


actual moment of birth, as the above 
example clearly shows. 

The time key is 24" = 365% days 
in the future. 

As the Sun moves approximately 
1° aday, we have 1° or 60' = 365 
days; hence 1' = 365/60 = 6 days, 
and 10" = 1 day (9.86 seconds, to be 
exact). 

In this example we are just one day 
out, the time it takes the Sun to move 
only 10" in longitude. However, we 
should note that the day predicted by 
the progressed Sun, 2nd September 
1928, was a Sunday, on which day 
the school would have been closed. 
The following day, Monday the 3rd 
was the first day the school was open 
after the long summer vacation! 
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Figure 4: 


The Position of a Secondary Aspect 
Progressed Moon opposite natal Jupiter 


A Secondary 
Progressed Aspect 


HE NEXT example is an aspect 

involving two planets, the pro- 
gressed Moon coming to an opposi- 
tion with natal Jupiter. In this case 
the Moon can have a certain amount 
of latitude, but the aspect will occur 
on the ecliptic where the latitude is 
zero. 

The aspect will be completed when 
the Moon arrives on the position cir- 
cle of the opposition point of the TZP 
of the natal Jupiter. This point is 
8°30'46" Taurus, in the descending 
part of the sphere. Any point on that 
position circle will have the same OD 
as 8°30'46" Taurus, and is thus ex- 
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actly conjunct this sensitive point, as 
the Moon will be when it reaches the 
same position circle. 

This means that when we have cal- 
culated the OD of 8°30'46" Taurus 
(for short, 180° JP), we will have 
also found the OD of the progressed 
Moon, and from this we can calculate 
the date and time when the aspect 
will occur. By now we know the co- 
ordinates that are needed to be calcu- 
lated to arrive at this OD, viz. 

L, 5, R, m, s, q, ¢, p, and RAMC. 
Refer to Figure 4. 

We can save some time, for the 
OD of Jupiter must equal the OA of 
Jupiter less 180°. From the Speculum 
we know the OA JP = 228°20'16', 
thus the OD JP = 48°20'16". 


From this OD we now have to find 
a way to calculate the L of the Moon 
when it opposes Jupiter. In other 
words, we need to know the time 
when the Moon will intercept the po- 
sition circle of the 180° JP. We can 
do this as follows: 

Using a Noon Ephemeris for 1911, 
we discover that the Moon is at 6°24' 
Taurus on 12th September, and at 
20°15' Taurus on the 13th. We must 
therefore calculate the OD of these 
two points in Taurus, knowing that 
the OD of 8°30'46" Taurus lies 
somewhere in between. 

To find the OD of the Moon for 
6°24' Taurus, using the appropriate 
formulae we proceed as follows: 


LUL = 36°24'00", ephemeris 
LUZ = +0°26', ephemeris 
LU6 = +14°04', ephemeris 
LUR = 33°55'00" 

LUm = 306°24'36" 

LUs = 316°21'59" 

LUq = 9°57'23" 


LU OD 6TA24 = 43°52'23" 


We repeat the exercise to find the 
OD for the Moon 24 hours later, at 
20°15' Taurus: 


LUL = 50°15'00", ephemeris 
LUZ = +1°40', ephemeris 
LU5 = +19°25', ephemeris 
LUR = 47°20'00" 

LUm = 319°49'36" 

LUs = 332°15'16" 

LUq = 12°25'40" 


LU OD 20TAIS = 59°45'40" 


The situation now is: 


Considerations VIII:4 
OD 180° JP, noon 9/12 
OD 180° JP, 29? 
OD 180° JP, noon 9/13 


In 24 hours the Moon moves from 
43°52'23" to 59°45'40", a distance 
of 15°53'17". The Moon has to move 
from 43°52'23" to 48°20'16", a dis- 
tance of 4°27'53". Hence the aspect 
becomes exact after 


4°27'53" x 24" = 6.7443" 
15°53'17" 


The value of 6.7443" = 6'44'39" 
after noon on 12th September 1911. 

By converting the days and hours 
into progressed time, we can now 
find the date when this aspect will be 
complete. 

One solar day equals one Tropical 
year, or 24" = 365.2422 days. The 
time period is from birth at 7°31'49" 
on 27th August to 18'44'39" on 12th 
September. The difference is: 


16° 11" 12' 50" 
which converts into progressed time: 


16 years plus L1°12'50" x 365.2422 
24 


= 16 years 170 days after birth 


which is 13th February 1928. 


Forthcoming Conferences in the New York area 
Details from New York School of Astrology, 545 8th Ave (10th floor), NY, NY 10018-4307 


Astrology & Psychology. October 23-24, 1993 
Astrology & Stock Market Forecasting. May 13-15, 1994 
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Result of Rectification Contest #2 


UR subject was a female, 

born on July 19th, 1956 in 

New York State at 41N12 
73W44. 

She was described as 5'6" tall, 
slender, athletic, with thick, dark cur- 
ly hair and green eyes. She works 
independently as a children's book 
author, horseback riding instructor 
and astrological counselor. She loves 
to read, ski, hike and travel. 

The dates and descriptions, in the 
subject's own words, of thirteen 
major events in the life were given. 
Unless otherwise noted, each oc- 
curred at 41N16, 73W47. 

Contestants were asked to identify 
this person's time of birth, within 
thirty minutes of the recorded time. 


The events: 


4 Nov 1970: Grandmother died; my 
first funeral and personal experi- 
ence with death. 

10 Aug 1971: Won important cham- 
pionship at horse show. 

1 Feb 1974: Suspended from college 
for using LSD (42N12, 73W22). 

15 Sep 1975: Moved to New 
Hampshire with boyfriend to at- 
tend college (43N50, 72W22). 

6 or 7 Nov 1979: Met man I would 
marry four years later. 

12 Jan 1983: Sold third book to 
major publisher. 

4 Sep 1983, at 1:00 pm EDT: Mar- 
ried at home; big outdoor wed- 
ding. 

27 Aug 1985, at 1:32 am EDT: first 
daughter born; quick, easy birth. 

12 Sep 1987, at 7:10 am EDT: sec- 
ond daughter born. 


12 May 1990, at 10:05 am EDT: 
serious horseback riding accident 
(41N35, 73W30). 

7 Jun 1990, approx 3:20 pm EDT: 
Knee reconstructive surgery 
(40N46, 73WS59). 

4 Nov 1990: Moved out of house 
during difficult renovation and 
reconstruction. 

19 Jly 1991: Returned to reconstruct- 
ed house. 


OW did we do? 

The following times, expressed 
in EDT (GMT + 4 hrs), were sub- 
mitted: 


1:30 am 
1:40 
5:46 
5:58 
7:04 
8:04 
8:58 
5:00 pm 
5:30 
10:21 


SLESNIAWAWN= 


The intent of these contests is to iden- 
tify methods that work and those that 
do not. 


NTRY #1: 1:30 a.m. 

As the declination of the natal 
Moon ranged from 21°55' to 21°38' 
south, two events were used to find 
the position of the natal Moon: 

1. Riding accident: Transit Mars 
16PS11 square estimated Moon at 
16SG30, and transit Neptune (decli- 


nation 21°48') parallel natal Moon 
(declination 21°56'). 

2. Move to New Hampshire: Tran- 
sit Mars (declination 22°05') parallel 
natal Moon (declination 21°56'). 

The estimated birth time was then 
based on the Moon's assumed longi- 
tude and declination. 


NTRY #2: 1:40 a.m. 
A four-stage process was em- 
ployed: 

First, birth times were calculated 
for when aspects by the progressed 
and regressed Sun were exact for 
each of the given events, see Consid- 
erations VII:4 pp. 18-22. The initial 
average of 31 birth times gave an 
obviously wrong timing -- a value on 
the day prior to the stated birthday. 
After eliminating times before noon 
on the previous day and ensuring the 
remaining times had a similar mean 
and median, a more likely estimate of 
1:26 a.m. was found. 

Use was next made of the Moon in 
Solar Returns, see Considerations 
VIL:4, pp. 12-14. This approach gave 
a mean of 3:42 a.m. 

These two independent estimates 
suggested that the birth was earlier 
than 4:00 a.m. 

The third step used Jack Nicholls’ 
solar return method, see Considera- 
tions VII:4, pp. 31-36. However the 
Nicholls' method requires the time 
range is less than that provided by 
these two estimates. Times with in- 
appropriate symbolism were therefore 
eliminated prior to averaging. The 
mean found by this approach was 
1:41 a.m. 

Finally, use was made of solar arc 
progressions of the MC in longitude 
to pinpoint the birth time as 1:40 
a.m., EDT, with MC = SAQS5S. 


NTRY #3: 5:46 a.m. 
Volguin's "framing" technique 


Considerations VIII:4 


was combined with identifying ap- 
propriate transits and midpoints. 

The French astrologer, Alexandre 
Volguin, suggested that one can iden- 
tify the planets on either side of the 
MC and the Asc. The dynamic sub- 
ject seemed to be described by her 
MC being positioned between Mars 
and Venus, and her Ascendant lying 
between the Sun and Uranus. 

The time was refined by (1) the 
midpoint of transiting Sun and Nep- 
tune being conjunct natal MC when 
she was suspended from college for 
drug use; and (2) the Venus/Jupiter 
transiting midpoint conjunct natal 
Moon for the birth of her first child. 


NTRY #4: 5:58 a.m. 

Graphed transit positions (only 
One event for any year) on a 30° 
graph. Natal Moon at 19° was clear- 
ly shown by graph. He decided the 
peak at 10° (usually indicative of the 
ASC) was due to natal Chiron, so 
went with secondary peak of 0°. 


NTRY #5: 7:04 a.m. 

A technique learnt from Henry 
Niemann was used. First, the dates of 
meaningful events in the life along 
with their emotional reaction are ob- 
tained. An event is then selected 
which can be symbolized by a contact 
to the Moon. The birth of the first 
child was assumed to have been a 
joyful event, so a Moon-Jupiter con- 
tact was indicated and looked for. 
This required calculating the solar arc 
for the date of the event and then arc- 
ing the planet (in this case Jupiter on 
the day of birth) forward and back- 
ward to find a possible fit to a natal 
Moon position. Had there been no fit, 
another event would have been tried. 
This approach gives the position of 
natal Moon and hence the time of 
birth based on the event and solar 
arc. 
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"Using this method and allowing 
for fine tuning, I arrived at a time of 
7:04 AM EDT. By solar arc, the 
Moon was sesquiquadrate natal Jupit- 
er for the first daughter's birth. The 
next step is to construct a chart based 
on this calculated time and, using 
solar arcs and transits for as many 
events as possible, note all contacts to 
the natal angles on a 45° graph. The 
average error is then found and the 
rectified birth time accordingly re- 
fined. The exact procedure is given 
in Henry's book on rectification. I 
also used midpoints to fine tune my 
results, especially the ASC/MC. The 
chart has 12°35' Leo rising and 
1°39" Taurus on the MC". 

This birthchart was then interpret- 
ed and shown to relate to the infor- 
mation provided. The entrant noted 
that the time could be slightly earlier 
with Aries on the MC to indicate the 
native's independence. Solar arc di- 
rections and transits were then used 
to confirm the time. 


NTRY #6: 8:04 a.m. 

The sidereal technique described 
in Considerations V:2, pp. 31-38, 
was used. This uses both birth and 
conception charts together with their 
Navamsas. 

The entrant remarked that Cyril 
Fagan would probably have said the 
green eyes and dark hair were give- 
aways for a Leo (sidereal) Ascendant. 

Three sets of charts with known 
birth times were analyzed: those of 
women who love horses, those of as- 
trologers, and those of writers. The 
significators within each of these sets 
were identified and then combined. 
The resulting estimate was then ad- 
justed by major aspects by transit and 
progression. 


NTRY #7: 8:58 a.m. 
A second attempt by Entry #5. 
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The same sidereal techniques were 
employed, but here she began with 
the Mars position at the riding accid- 
ent, together with the transits (sidere- 
al and ninth harmonic) for each of the 
stated events. This led to the conclu- 
sion that an angle or the Navamsha 
Moon was at 8° of a fixed sign. 


NTRY #8: 5:00 p.m. 

Transit positions of the slower 
bodies (MA — PL) for the events 
(only one in any 6-month period) 
were graphed on 30° graph. Signifi- 
cant peaks were found at 84-9°° and 
27°°-0*°, These suggested possible 
birth times at 6:56 & 11:04 am, 5:04, 
8:55 & 11:04 pm. Using transits, she 
opted for 5:00 pm EDT. 


NTRY #9: 5:30 p.m. 

Use was made of Uranian plane- 
tary pictures and Solar Arc progres- 
sions. The sensitive SO + LU point 
was found for the start, middle and 
end of the 24-hour period. Each of 
these three points was then put on a 
90° dial and the pointer moved until, 
for example, a marriage picture was 
found, the associated birth time being 
then calculated. This process was 
repeated for four other events. The 
average of the times was 17:37, 
which is rounded to the half hour. 


NTRY #10: 10:21 p.m. 

From reading the description, she 
thought "water, Sag/Pisces, and also 
a Mars/Mercury feel". She then 
worked with the charts of the two 
daughters, including their composite, 
from which she decided the mother 
was probably a Jupiter-VIII" type. 
The position of the composite Moon- 
Jupiter conjunction was used to de- 
cide on the mother's MC/IC. The 
resulting chart was then interpreted as 
fitting information given about the 
native. The events analyzed, using 


transits and the progressed Moon, 
confirmed this estimated time. 


Editor's Commentary 


CTUAL TIME was 6:52 a.m. 

10°14' Leo rises, MC is 28°30' 
Aries, the Sun is in the XII" with 
Mercury and Uranus, and the Moon 
is in the V"", see the chart. 

The closest estimate was from 
Diane Cramer, an astrological con- 
sultant living in Manhattan, who es- 
timated a time of 7:04 EDT. This is 
well within the half-hour range we 
set. Congratulations Diane, we've 
extended your subscription by a year. 

Entries #3, 4 & 6 were each ar- 
ound an hour off. 

Two entrants, # 4 and # 8, both 
using a 30° graph of transits, consid- 
ered & then rejected the correct time. 

Like Diane Cramer, Entry #1 at- 
tempted to locate the position of natal 
Moon. Doing this in declination, es- 
pecially with only a 17' variation 
over 24 hours, has to be more diffi- 
cult than using longitude. 

Entry #2 used well-proven methods 
but, as seen in the raw data provided, 
may have erred by listing times with- 
in 24 hours of 00:00 EDT on the 
birthday, rather than between 00:00 
EDT - 6 and + 30 hours -- as stated 
in the quoted reference. Of the 31 
times he listed for his first step, 18 
occurred the previous day, 12 on the 
birthday, and 2 the following day. 
The result was a biased average and 
his first estimate was for a birth the 
previous day, which he then had to 
adjust to get a realistic time. 

I took the values given by this en- 
trant's second method, the Moon in 
Solar Returns, and eliminated those 
that were obviously too early (before 
18:00 EDT the previous day). The 
mean of the remainder was 6:54 AM! 


Considerations VII:4 


Rectification #2 Subject 
Female: 06:52 EDT (10:52 GMT) 
19th July 1956; 41N12, 73W44. 


Entry #3 was correct that the MC 
is located between Mars and Venus, 
but erred with the Ascendant. 

The method of Entry #4 seems to 
have given him all the correct an- 
swers, he was misled by his belief in 
the significance of an asteroid. 

Entry #6 was the only one to men- 
tion the subject's appearance. She is a 
Leo, as stated, but in the Tropical 
zodiac not in the Sidereal. 

At one stage Entry #8 had the cor- 
rect time as one of her five options. 
She rejected this when no difficult 
event could be associated with outer 
planet transits over the angles or the 
Moon. 

I was pleased to see Entry #9's use 
of Uranian planetary pictures. How- 
ever, the resulting estimate was off 
by about twelve hours, suggesting the 
approach requires some adjustment. 

Entry #10's was misled by her use 
of the charts of the native's children. 
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Considerations VIII:4 


Rectification Contest #3 


RY YOUR HAND at rectification with the following subject. Let us 

have your best estimate of this person's time of birth, together with an 

explanation of how you arrived at it. Mail your entries to Considera- 
tions (attention Wendy Robinson) by December Ist. We will publish the names 
and methods of those who come close to the recorded time. As the purpose of 
this rectification exercise is to identify the effectiveness of the various methods 
used, we will also summarize each of the unsuccessful approaches. To avoid 
embarrassment, we will not name those who suggest incorrect times. To stimu- 


late interest, the entrant who comes closest, within thirty minutes, to the 
recorded time will receive a year's free subscription to Considerations. 
Details of important events in the life are as follows: 


IEMALE born at 14N48, 91W27 on Wednesday the 5th October 1949 

The geographical coordinates are given only when there was a change of 
location. The subject has dark brown hair, a light complexion and blue-green 
eyes, but has the darkest complexion of any of her four siblings. She is slender, 
attractive, active, and (according to her former husband) a psychopath. 


May 1952: Almost drowned when family 
boat capsized in storm (14N46 91W11). 

Jan 1953: Parents separated; mother took 
her away from father (14N38 90W31). 

Sep 1953: She and her mother moved from 
Central America to Vermont (44N01 
73W10). 

Aug 1954: Moved to Florida (28N32 
81W23), where she grew up. 

Jun 1964: Moved to California (34N03 
118W15); happy, reunited with her father 
there. 

6 Apr 1968: Lost her virginity. 

24 Jun 1969: Left home (on her own for 
the first time); went travelling. 

9 Aug 1970: Met and started living with 
her future husband (38N04 122WS0). 

23 Oct 1971: Broke up with future hus- 
band. 


6 Apr 1972; Reunited with future husband. 


25 Sep 1972: Began studying Indian dance 
(her great creative passion). 

15 Nov 1973: Moved to Central America 
(14N50 91W3]1). 

7 Feb 1974: Marriage (14N55 92W20). 
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30 Jun 1976: Found and purchased farm 
homestead (15N26 90W18). 

29 Nov 1976: Began work/study as a mid- 
wife (start of career). 

16 Jan 1977: Moved from town to home- 
stead. 

23 Jun 1978: Birth of her first child — joy- 
ous. 

20 Feb 1982: Birth of second child — happy 
birth, but stressful times. 

10 Oct 1985: Death of good friend in 
childbirth (while under her care). 

17 Sep 1987: Under threat of impending 
divorce she began channeling spirit 
guides; taught her husband to do this. 

10 Jun 1989: Birth of third child. Not a 
happy time, the marriage was foundering. 

11 Oct 1990: Husband ejected her from the 
homestead. She moved next door. 

29 Jun 1991: Purchased home of her own 
in town. On the same day she was bap- 
tized an Evangelist Christian. 

Oct 1991 - Jan 1992: Trip to U.S. with her 
three children -- a happy time (28N32 
81W23). o 
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